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Elsenham Village Regular Monthly or Quarterly Activities

Parish Council 1st Monday of month 7.45pm (excl. Bank Holidays) Memorial Hall
Natter Night 2nd Monday of month 7.30pm The Crown

Elsenham EAGLES 4th Monday of month 7.30 - 9pm The Crown

Henham & District Garden Soc. 1st Tuesday of month 2 for 2.30pm Memorial Hall
Community Choir 1st & 3rd Tuesday of month 7- 8.30pm Village Hall

Life Drawing 2nd and 4th Tuesday of month 7.30 - 9.30pm Village Hall

Village History Society 2nd Wednesday of month quarterly 7.45pm Memorial Hall
Women’s Institute 3rd Thursday of month 7.45pm Memorial Hall

Church Lunch Club 2nd & 4th Friday of month 12.30pm Memorial Hall

Elsenham Farmers Market last Saturday of month 12.30 - 2.30pm Village Hall

May 2024 diary

Thurs 2 Election Police, Fire and Crime Memorial Hall 7am to 10pm
Tues 7 Henham & District Garden Soc Outing
Tues 7 & 21 Elsenham Community Choir  Village Hall 7pm
Thurs 9 ECA meeting Memorial Hall 7.45pm
Frim 10&24 Church Lunch Club Memorial Hall 12.30pm
Mon 13 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall 7.45pm
Mon 13 Natter Night The Crown 7.30pm
Tues 14 & 28 Life Drawing Village Hall 7.30pm
Thurs 16 Wi Memorial Hall 7.45pm
Sat 18 EFSS Plant sale Memorial Hall 10am - 2pm
Sat 18 Bingo Bowls & Social Club

7.30pm for 8pm
Sat 25 Elsenham Farmers Market Village Hall 12.30 - 2.30pm
Sat 25 Neil Diamond Tribute Bowls & Social Club 7.30pm
Sun 26 Bowls Club Open Day Bowls & Social Club 10am - 4pm
Mon 27 Elsenham Eagles The Crown 7.30pm

Mobile Library
Every third Thursday stopping at Glebe End

11.50 am to 12.20 pm
9 and 30 May

2 May 2024




Elsenham Village Regular Weekly Activities

Day

Tuesday

\Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Time Activity Location
9.30-10.30am Zumba Memorial Hall
10.30-11.30am Health walk Start at De Mandeville Green

4-4.30pm Rascals (3-4yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
4.30-5.30pm Rascals (5-7yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
5.30-7pm Rascals (8-12yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
7-7.45pm Boxercise Elsenham Village Hall
7.30-8.30pm Shape to the beat Memorial Hall (not 1st Monday)
9.30-10.30am Louchpoint Food g owis & Social Club
9.30-11.30am Village Café Coffee |Memorial Hall

4.45-5.45pm Rainbows Memorial Hall (term-time)
4.45-5.45pm Beavers Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6-7.15pm Cubs (Wolf Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6-7.30pm Brownies Memorial Hall (term-time)
7.30-10.30pm Tennis Club night Tennis Courts

8pm Fitness Yoga/Pilates |Memorial Hall

9.45-11.30am Tots & Toddlers Memorial Hall (term-time)
5.30-7.30pm Slimming World Memorial Hall

7-9pm Scouts Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
7.30pm Aerobics Elsenham Village Hall
8.45am-2pm Cakery & Barista Memorial Hall

6-7.15pm Cubs (Bear Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6.45-7.45pm Jump Fit Elsenham Village Hall
10-11am Little Fishes Memorial Hall (term-time)
8.15am-1pm Tarte au Citroen Playing Field

9-11am Dance Scene Memorial Hall

9am-12pm Junior Football Playing Field

8.45-9.30am Little Kickers Mighty [Village Hall (term time)
9.35-10.20am Little Kickers Junior [Village Hall (term time)
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& FARMERS MARKET
Elsesthrare Village Hall — off lthe Figh Stiecel

12 — 2PM LLAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH

We can still hardly believe that our Market has only been going since August last
year, and boy has it grown!

We started off with 6 stalls and now there are 12-14 regular sellers, and sometimes
more, especially for seasonal occasions.

We have tried really hard to ensure that we only sell consumable produce or allied
products, and that everything is as local as possible; sold by small independent
sellers.

In all honesty, we have never come across a group of such friendly and lovely folk
as our stallholders, and seeing them (and our customers of course) is always an
absolute pleasure.

So if you haven’t been for a while, do pop by. We are open from 12.30-2.30pm.
You will not be disappointed.

The products that are now regularly available are:- barista coffee & cakes, eggs,
honey, fresh apple juice, chilli jam & ginger jelly, environmentally friendly cleaning
products, pork & lamb, homemade dog treats, sourdough bread & focaccia, health
& wellness drinks, fruit curds, artisan savoury bakes, macarons, chutneys, oils and
preserves, cheeses and fabulous fish! We also have guest sellers, so keep an eye
out for them.

The majority of the produce is homemade, so not only do you get these most
amazing treats once a month, you are also supporting local businesses as well as
coming together with our fabulous community!

The markets for the rest of the year are as follows:- 25th MAY, 29th JUNE,

27th JULY, 31st AUGUST, 28th SEPTEMBER, 26th OCTOBER,

30th NOVEMBER (all things festive & more!)

No charge for entry; just enjoy and immerse yourself in all the gorgeous produce!
We look forward to seeing you.

Best wishes from Elsenham Farmers Market Team
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THE NEWS REPORT
From The Editors
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During the past few weeks we at Elsenham News have
received a support payment from the Parish Council. Not only
do we thank them (from all on the team) but it delights us that
this means this village magazine can continue.

ﬁ}\\\\
8

Produced and distributed by volunteers within the village for the residents of the
village. There are many organisations and activities undertaken in the same way,
by people on behalf of other people, and they all need help. Which is why it would
be great if you, the reader, could help any of the other village organisations looking
for help - particularly the fete committee.

Also, we are proud that we continue to attract new advertisers. If you contact any
of them, please mention you saw their ad in the village magazine!

If the greater quality of life that a village environment offers, then we implore you to
read Development Developments (pg11) and the issues thrown up by our airport
neighbours (pg 43). Make sure you have your say on any of the issues you feel
strongly about.

Above all, get your diaries out and make sure you put those important dates in; old
Elsenham exhibition, village fete and the Bowls Club open day to name but a few.

Enjoy the events and here’s to improved weather to make them even more
memorable.

Elsenham Village Fete is on Saturday June 22 on the Playing Field. If you are able
to volunteer to help or would like to book your pitch please email
< elsenhamsummerfete@gmail.com

Regular features

Village Fete 7 Church Calendar 27
Parish Council 9 Natural Outlook 29
Development Developments 11 St Mary Fabric Fund 31
Daisy May’s Farm 13 Ray’s Reflections 33
Village History Society 15 Village Choir 33
Elsenham WI 17 Bowls Club 35
Village Café 19 Newport Flower Club 37
Cricket Club 19 USA 39
Elsenham EAGLES 21 100 Parishes 41
EFSS 21 Stansted Airport Watch 43
Aubrey Buxton Nature Reserve 23 Cookery Corner 47
Outdoor Gym 25 Book review 49
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mailto:elsenhamsummerfete@gmail.com

Arena Entertainment, Bouncy
Castle, Cocketails 8 Fizz,
Steam Engine, Beer Tent,
Street Food, Magician, Play
Village, Petting Animals, Ice-
cream & Doughnuts, Circus
Jester, Tea Tent, Children's
Games, Artisan Gifts, Car
Display, and much more...

ELSENHAM PLAYING FIELD

6 May 2024



ELSENHAM VILLAGE FETE 2024

Saturday 22nd June 1-4pm and 5-8pm

The summer fete is always a highlight in the village calendar, and this year is no
exception. We have many things planned to entertain you throughout the
afternoon, and we are introducing an all new live music experience in the evening.

Be sure to mark Saturday 22 June 2024 in your diary, because this is one you
won’t want to miss!

There is something for everyone, from bouncy castles and steam trains, to petting
animals and quirky vehicles.

Meet up with family and friends, enjoy arena entertainment, listen to the joyful
sounds of the steel band. Delight in the taste of street food, cool down with an ice-
cream, indulge in some cake. Treat yourself to a cocktail, a glass of fizz, or
perhaps some funky ale. Peruse artisan gift stalls, be amazed by the magician, and
much, much more.

If you'd like to get involved with running a pitch or can lend a helping hand to this
fabulous community event, either in the run up or on the day, please email:

P4 elsenhamsummerfete@gmail.com

Don’t forget to visit our website and follow Elsenham Village Fete on social media
for updates and more info:

“m www.elsenhamsummerfete.godaddysites.com

“m www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079467701343

'Vvv\a‘
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The Tree Management Company
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TTMCTreesurge®™

Call Today for a Free Written Quotation

All Types of Tree Work Undertaken

Crown Reductions ¢ Fully Insured to £10m
Tree Felling + Fully Qualified

Seasoned Hard Wood Logs + Local Authority Approved
Hedge Cutting ) . -

Stump Grinding CityggGuilds <

Landscaping ’[/\\' PTC Heé{c?usgm

Qualified workforce
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Est 1892
Always here when you need us...

¢ Arrangements in the comfort of your own
home, if preferred

¢ Private Chapel of Rest
¢ Pre-paid funeral planning services

¢ Traditional & contemporary funerals to suit
your wishes

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD www.drobinson.co.uk

01279 655477
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ELSENHAM PARISH CoUNCIL MARCH 2024 4
By Louise Johnson, Clerk. DA louise.epc@gmail.com 07456 791727

)

A planning application has been submitted by Gladman for 240 houses ﬁ

north of Bedwell Road. Although this development would be half in Ugley

and half in Henham it is right on the Elsenham boundary, making the major impact
on Elsenham. This planning application was refused on appeal in September 2021
with noise being the determinative factor, the noise coming from the motorway and
the railway line. Elsenham Parish Council have engaged a noise consultant to
prepare a report on their behalf, for submission to Uttlesford District Council
objecting to this planning application. Henham Parish Council have agreed to pay
50% of the cost.

District ClIr. Donald gave a summary on the investigation regarding the failing of
the District Council to supply one of their fundamental services to collect household
and industrial waste bins over several weeks. The committee looked at what went
wrong and the cost to the taxpayer. The District Council apologises for the
disruption of the services. The full report will be broadcast on 16 April 2024. The
report will also be recorded in the minutes of the meeting which will be on UDC'’s
website.

The Fire and Police Commissioner elections are taking place on 2 May 2024 in the
Memorial Hall.

The Flowerbed Committee has been successful in obtaining a grant from UDC for
£1,000, this will go to help curate a wildflower area on De-Mandeville Green.

The Parish Clerk had attended two meetings with Uttlesford District Council and
Essex Police regarding part funding a PCSO with Stansted and Henham villages.
However, there were many questions left unanswered, another meeting is to be
held on 19 April 2024. The Parish Council will require more information before
committing to spending public money on a PCSO.

Stephens Bus Company have increased their prices by 4.2%. However, the £2.00
capped fare still applies which runs until 31st December 2024, this limits the price
of any single journey to a maximum of £2.00.

After a 4-year absence the Essex Village of the Year and Rural Community Awards
are back. It was agreed that Moyra Jackson, co-opted member of the Allotment
Committee and Chair of the Flowerbed Committee, would complete the nomination
form for the ‘Best Village Award’. This year there are three other categories;
Village Hall and Community Building Award, Community and Voluntary Group
Award and Community Enterprise Award. All entries must be submitted no later
than Monday 3 June 2024. If you wish to nominate anyone, or you can even

The next meeting is the Annual Parish Council meeting on Monday May 13,
starting at 7.45pm in the Memorial Hall.
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Options Hair Design
2 Ambrose Corner, Elsenham

01279 812665
www.optionssalon.co.uk

At Options Hair Design we work hard to provide the very best of care to our
clients.

From the moment you enter our salon our aim is for you to feel like the most
confident and beautiful version of yourself.

Our dedicated and talented team of professionals use the very best and
innovative, organic products to achieve the look that you want for your hair. We
work with you to achieve this as we believe that confidence comes from a
hairstyle that you are happy with.

Our team of five stylists each bring with them a wealth of experience, and each
display their own creativity whether in colouring, cutting, styling, or finishing.

Our ethos is that the salon experience we provide ensures you leave feeling
relaxed, pampered and confident.

OPENING TIMES
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - SPM
SATURDAY 8AM TO 12PM

FREE LOCAL VCOLLEGTIDN & DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR

Takeley, Elsenham, Henham, Stansted, Felsted, Hatfield Broadoak, Hatfield Heath, Sheering, Dunmow, Sawbridgeworth, Broxted,
Spelibrook, Molehill Green, Broxted, Little Canfield.

v~ WASHING & IRONING

/ IN HOUSE DRY CLEANING The Centre, Dunmow Road (Behind Londis)
/" 48 HOUR SERVICE Takeley, Bishops Stortford

~ DUVETS Herts, CM22 6SH

/ CURTAINS Bk alavary ianaInam et oo

7/ ALTERATIONS

/ WEDDING DRESSES __Tel: 01279 871245
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DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENTS
By Graham Mott 75 812516 DX motts@grahammott.plus.com

Uttlesford District Council have extended the deadline until 15 May for
representations concerning the application by Gladman to build 240 new homes to
the north of Bedwell Road - see last month. You can email your objections to
planning@uttlesford.gov.uk citing Reference UTT/24/0543/OP. Noise from the
motorway is the dominant issue. For good measure, the site extends as far as the
railway, so it would be noisy on both sides.

UDC have at last published the results of the ‘Regulation 18’ consultation into the
Local Plan, which closed as long ago as 15 December 2023. The reason for the
long delay was said to be that a reply would be given by planning officers to all the
submissions, which would be grouped together as necessary. But there is no sign
of these replies - they have disappeared to the extent that there is not even so
much as an acknowledgment of their disappearance, and enquiries as to their
whereabouts have been met with silence. Uttlesford presumably regret that they
ever made such an undertaking. Many respondents found the system difficult to
master, with the consequence that some responses are in the wrong place, and it’s
not always clear what exactly they relate to.

But if the system for making responses was obscure, the system for reviewing the
responses is opaque indeed - or ‘impenetrable and clunky’ in words quoted by the
Cabinet member with responsibility for Planning. UDC have promised an improved
system for the next round of consultations - but the timetable is tighter than a
developer’s wallet when asked to make a reasonable contribution to infrastructure.
UDC are supposed to review all the responses and make necessary amendments
to the Plan for the ‘Regulation 19’ consultation, which is scheduled for summer
2024. By the end of 2024, the results should go to the Inspector who will decide if
the Plan is acceptable. Adoption of the Plan is speculatively put down for spring
2026. The next district elections will be held in May 2027.

In Stansted parish, in the area between the motorway and May Walk, a string of
applications has been made over many months, as if it's hoped that no-one will
notice that, taken together, they amount to large-scale development, a bit at a time.
The latest proposal was to build five houses, and used the S62A procedure,
probably because UDC had already turned down an application for 11 on the same
site. But the Inspectorate refused it. There is no right of appeal, since the
application has already been determined by the appeal body. Two other
applications in the same general area were refused by UDC - one for a swimming
pool and one for a tennis court. The inevitable appeals were lodged against both
refusals within a fortnight or so. The continuous stream of applications and appeals
could be regarded as an abuse of the process - but there is no such provision, and
the formula is always, ‘each case must be considered on its merits’.

May 2024 11
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FULLY MOBILE DETAILING AND VALETING SERVICE COVERING
BISHOP’S STORTFORD AND SURROUNDING AREA

EXPERT IN: SCRATCH REMOVAL; PAINT
CORRECTION; HEADLIGHT
RESTORATION; MACHINE POLISHING;
CERAMIC COATING

/|
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Detailing & Valeting

S BESPOKE PACKAGES, TAILORED TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS
SUPERIOR VALETING SERVICE WITH THREE AVAILABLE OPTIONS:

S REBEL 1: MAINTAINENCE VALET;

REBEL 2: FULL VALET;

REBEL 3: SPECIALISED VALET

S el e el el

>

COMPETITIVE PRICING BASED ON CAR SIZE

PLEASE CONTACT AIDAN
PHONE: 07538 908531
E-MAIL: hermitageaidan@gmail.com
FOLLOW ME ON FACEBOOK: AIDAN HERMITAGE

VA»A«»w¢¢¢¢¢¢¢w¢¢w¢¢¢w¢¢¢w¢¢w¢

PSS NS

TREE SURGERY

Bli @xp@mu@@-
ntrees

Call George
M: 07982 601570 | T: 01279 819 127
email: george@maskalls.co.uk
www.maskalls.co.uk

All types of tree care & hedge cutting undertaken.

Call for a free estimate.
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Daisy May’s Farm o
Hall Road, Elsenham, CM22 6DN

Life has been so exciting on the farm recently and we have a steady flow of lambs
being born and some of our customers have even been lucky enough to see this
happening!!

We are open until 4pm every day and you can come and see all the babies, you
can feed the lambs their milk by bottle (12pm, 2pm and 4pm) and hold the adorable
chicks and ducklings and get to know them better!

These lambs might look like butter wouldn’t melt in their mouths, but trust me, come
lights out, it’s like a scene from Shaun the Sheep.......absolutely hilarious!!

There are lots of other animals to see and feed and there are also so many
activities to enjoy on the farm, from exploring the Woodland Trail, the train ride,
playing on the activity equipment, splashing in the stream, seasonal arts & crafts
and competitions.

We also have food and refreshments available, so all you have to do is come and
enjoy yourselves!

There is no need to pre-book and entry is only £6 each, but please be aware we
have no credit card facilities. Most importantly, WEAR WELLIES if it's wet!

If your child wants a party to remember, then why not book one with us? We can
offer a truly individual occasion that they can enjoy with their friends and all our
lovely animals!

We also welcome school parties and can tailor the visit to suit your needs, so do
get in touch to have a chat and find out more.

Always keep an eye on our Facebook page for animal updates and other important
information. .

We always need help in so many ways, particularly when there is so much to do. So if you have a
little time to spare, please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Please contact 7 07747
787973 or take a look at our website “8 www.daisymaysfarm.org to find out more. ~ Thank you so
much.
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CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST | SO p NIt

Bishop’s Stortford . P
Al :/ w7 L////// /
e Orthotics G (\
e Diabetic Foot Care : /;’wia'zﬁz/

e Saturday Clinics
e Routine Treatment

R. Handford & Colleagues
H.C. P.C Registered

Bishop’s Stortford - 16 Hockerill Street

01279 652249

www.feet.org.uk

LOUISE WILSON

&
@ @« JEDBYLOUISE

INFO@SEWBRANDEDBYLOUISE.CO.UK

"CHAPEL END NURSER

HANGING BASKET & TUB PLANTS
VEGETABLE PLANTS HERBS & BEDDING

TREES, ROSES, SHRUBS, RRUIT BUSHES, HEDGING

HoRTICULTURALGRIT | WATER SOF-

TENER SALT 25hkg ;
COLOURED GRAVELS
PEEBEBELES COBELES £l14 each £62.50 for 5

- '-'rlll:ll:l‘.'ll:ll:l‘.'ll:ll:':I.'I:l‘:l‘:l‘.'lilll:':I.'I:ll:l‘.'l' - ™ - -
COUNTRY VALUE SEEDS VEGETABLE mrsJ
Most 99p per PACKET BASKET & TUB PLANT

DECORATIVE BARK
FARMYARD NMANURE
SEED & CUTTING COMPOST

Mr Fothargllls Seads HERE ;.:::us
Buy 5 Packs get Cheapest Free HERBS
ROSES
OPEN%amtol pm SHRUES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY([CLOSED SUNDAYS) POND PLANTS
MOLEHILL GREEN ROAD AQUATIC COMPOST
"l EROXTED DUNMOW ESSEX CM6 ZBW | GODWIN CONMPOST
01279 850771 WILD BEIRD FOOD
SUNDRIES

www_ chapelendmurserysperty.co_ulk 101 i1 -
LA R3S 33 R RS EEES S A EESEESE LY
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ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY

By Mike Rea, Secretary 813634 DA evhsl2@hotmail.co.uk
“® www.elsenham-history.co.uk

The village magazine has been around for nearly fifty years.
Originally it consisted of a single foolscap sheet produced on a et o
Roneo machine. How many people still remember those? Published Ny S
somewhat irregularly at first and not until 1979 was the decision

made by the ECA to make it a free, regular, monthly publication for every house
in Elsenham.

In those days Stansted Airport was much in the news and in early 1980 the
magazine reported that the Government was proposing to increase capacity
from the then 300,000 passengers a year to 15 million and more. Public
meetings were held, and 72 residents turned out for the one in the Village Hall.
Outlining the expected changes to the surrounding villages, the writer noted that
the effects could only be imagined. Today, as we look about us, we don’t have to
imagine, there were 27 million passengers last year! Of more local interest, the
Parish Council advised that land acquisition was to go ahead to provide a
pavement outside the Crown Inn which, it was hoped, would be completed by
the end of the year. Another proposal for pavements outside the Station Garage
(now Hunters Court) and along New Road was put forward for consideration by
the Highways Department.

In 1982, the January issue published outline proposals for a new school hall to
be built to the west of the old school building, part replacing the existing Village
Hall. The old hall was built at the turn of the twentieth century and becoming
increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to maintain. Also, it would no longer be
financially viable as most of its income came from school hirings. Work on the
hall started in June that year and the new hall opened for business in March
1983.

Finally, | was amused by the “Inefficiency Award” presented to British Railways
(Eastern Region) by local commuters in February 1979 celebrating the first right
time arrival of the 08.41 from Cambridge that year. | was even more amused by
the refusal of BR(ER) to accept the award as, according to their records, the
train was in fact, two minutes late arriving at Liverpool Street. Who said public
institutions didn’t have a sense of humour!

Our thanks go to the editors and contributors to the village magazines past and
present and all their helpers for all their hard work keeping the village informed.

We have all heard of the grand old Duke of York and his ten thousand men. But
there was more to this man that we will discover when Richard Till returns for our
next meeting with his talk “The Grand Old Duke of York and His Embarrassing
Mistress.” This will be on Wednesday June 12 at 8pm in the Memorial Hall and
promises to be an entertaining evening. Visitors are always welcome for a very
modest two pounds but even better, membership costs just five pounds for a full
year’'s meetings. See you there?
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ROTAVATING

NEW LAWNS LAID
ALL GARDEN WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Cultivated Turf Supplies CALL FOR FREE
QUOTATION
DAR TURF 7 01279 718555

; 7 07930 188920
o 1&)

TRADITIONAL 01992 450356
07961 882027
DR]VEWAYS < tdmaintenance@btinternet.com

www.tdms-driveways.com

Block paving specialists. Black and red tarmac. Hand and machine
laid tarmac. Turfing and fencing. Residential and commercial.
All work guaranteed. Free estimates.

weeelecirical

covering all aspects of
domestic electrical installations

contact us for a free estimate

07960 941138

contact@tdcelectrical.com

www.tdcelectrical.com
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ELSENHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE @ %

By Moyra Jackson T 077655 000807 \ o

P4 elsenhamwi@gmail.com mes,’
of

In my role as Federation Chair, | have the privilege

visiting not only Essex WIs but neighbouring t.‘\_»/— )
Federations too. This past month saw me clock up

just short of 1000 miles travelling to Dorking, Tunbridge Wells, and Eastbourne as
well as many Wls across Essex. It is lovely to meet WI members and chat to them.
They all seem to have the same highs and lows as we have and it is good to share
experiences and ideas. Not only do | get to meet other WI members but
occasionally | get the chance to meet the speakers — some of them are well-known
household names and others not so well-known but sometimes more interesting!

At Eastbourne | was delighted to meet Patrick Grant, probably best known as a
judge on the Great British Sewing Bee. My fellow
traveller Jan and | were determined to get a photo
taken with him. There was a huge queue at the lift
to take us up to the fifth floor in the Winter
Gardens where lunch was being served so we
ran (yes, really) up 5 flights of stairs to beat the
crowd. Eventually, when | got my breath back and
was able to speak, Patrick and | had a lovely chat
about our home town of Edinburgh and his very
favourable views on the WI movement. The
lesson | learned was that at 5°0” tall it is not
always a good idea to be photographed with
someone 6’ 5”!

We always have our Annual Meeting in May, so
we are busy preparing for that. We hear about all
we have done in the past year plus our plans for
the future, how our finances have fared and give
our thanks to all who work so hard to keep our WI
going. Our competition for this month is
something with the letter ‘A.’

Coming along to Elsenham WI is a really good way to meet friends especially if you
are new to Elsenham and while we are very proud to have a history of Jam and
Jerusalem traditions, we are so much more than that, and always happy to dispel
any stereotypes associated with the WI. Why not come along (or come back)—
visitors and new members are always welcome and you can join at anytime
throughout the year.

Details of our programme, events and activities can be found on Facebook,
X and Instagram — search for Elsenham WI. Visitors are welcome to our monthly meetings.
We meet at 7.45pm on the third Thursday in the month in the Memorial Hall.
Elsenham WI — There’s a lot going on!
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09, 00,

00 & 00
0&0 KIM'S GROOM ROOM 0&0

LST 2022

e 1-1 Professional Dog Groomer

o City & Guilds Level 3 Qualified
e Private Home Parlour Elsenham

e Fully Insured & First Aid Trained

Call or Text 07921 429257

Local architecture
company with over
25 years experience
designing and
obtaining approval
for new homes,
extensions and
conversions

Free consultation
01799 540 600

info@alundesign.com

www.alundesign.com

Neville House, Station Road,
Wendens Ambo, Saffron
Walden, Essex, CB11 4LB
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ELSENHAM VILLAGE CAFE
By Sue Waite

Jo Hotten from St Claire's Hospice paid us a visit on April 9 to say thank you for
raising £350 for the charity. She brought with her this big cheque so that we could
have our photo taken to celebrate how successful our coffee morning was.

| would also like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who came along and
supported us and helped us raise such a lovely amount of money. Also, thank you
again to Nick Herbert for donating £100 so that our final amount was £350.

STANSTED HALL & ELSENHAM CRICKET CLUB
By David Brown 78 831011 < david1.r.orown@gmail.com

Juniors are now being coached outdoors ahead of the new season.
All coaches are fully qualified and all relevant paperwork is up to
date. The club continues to look for young players in all age
groups, although our squad numbers are limited, enabling everybody to play in
matches. We are delighted to confirm that Anya Shrubsole will be visiting the
ground during the summer to give our youngsters a training session. Anya played
for England between 2008-2022 and was a two-time World Cup winner. Famously
she took six wickets in the 2017 final at Lords.

As mentioned before the club is celebrating 50 years of cricket at Stansted House
this year. On the April 28 1974 the first match on our beautiful ground was against
a Robin Hobbs XI. Robin played cricket for Essex and England and his team
included Keith Fletcher, a young Graham Gooch, and many of the Essex 1% XI at
that time. Unfortunately Robin died recently but he will be missed by many as he
was a ‘fun’ character. The club team that day included Colin Cowdrey.

Any new potential players, supporters, or cricket enthusiasts interested in joining
our club please contact me as above.

May 2024 19



My name is Samantha, | am an Accredited BACP Counsellor.

How have you been? Are you struggling with everyday life? Perhaps feeling
overwhelmed, feeling lost inside, anxious or depressed. Sometimes it can
feel overwhelming, painful and confusing to navigate life.

| offer a warm, friendly non judgmental counselling service for adults and
young people. Working with a range of issues including trauma, addiction
and recovery. Relationships, anxiety, depression, self-worth and identity,
disability and chronic health conditions.

|

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

My therapeutic orientation is person-centred therapy | will work with you on \
your journey to a more peaceful mind. You have the tools, | will simply be \
there with you, and provide a space for you to work things out. ‘
\

\

\

\

\

|

il

| also offer a mobile service for clients who live locally in the Epping area.
i (i
Samantha Allison b ac N/ ancerd
07944 044207 collective mark accredited register
Registered Member 381184
MBACP (Accred)

Essex Autospray

Your local Collision Repair Centre - Est 1982

» Free Courtesy Cars

» Free Estimates

» Low Bake Ovens

» Blackhawk Alignment

Tel: 01279 816296 E: info@essexautospray.co.uk
www.essexautospray.com

M11 Business Link, Parsonage Lane,
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ELSENHAM EAGLES
Elsenham Action Group for Local Environmental Sustainability
DA elsenham.action@btinternet.com

Sustainable Bouquets for ElIsenham Parish Council

We'd like to celebrate some very good work for the environment
which is being done by Elsenham Parish Council (EPC).
Elsenham is now officially a “Pesticide-free zone”!

- EPC have a new pesticide policy which means that pesticides are only being
used where they are essential to control invasive species

- A “Climate Change and Environment Committee” has now been established

- EPC have voted to give permission for ECA to erect an electric car charger in the
Memorial Hall car park.

- EPC are aiming to build the new community centre to green credentials, as much
as budget will allow

- For some years now, under the auspices of Elsenham Rights of Way and Open
Spaces Committee (EROWOS), there have been wildflower areas in the spinney
and playing field. These areas continue to be tended by members of EROWOS.

Printer cartridge recycling

There is now a printer cartridge recycling box at the Post Office. Your used printer
cartridges, if placed in this box, will ultimately result in a donation to Elsenham
Community Association. This is in addition to the box at Elsenham Station and the
box which is taken to WI meetings.

ELSENHAM FLOWER SHOW SOCIETY
< suewaite2003@yahoo.co.uk or
>4 lynda.jolly@btinternet.com

€FSS
Saturday 18 May, 2024

Plant Sale
In the Memorial Hall 10am - 2pm

Only a few more weeks to go before the Plant Sale is here and the EFSS
committee have been busy growing a large selection of flowers and vegetables for
you to buy to make your gardens look even more beautiful and with luck they will
all be standing upright waiting for you on Saturday May 18.

We have had a few new people confirming they will open their lovely gardens for
us in June, but if you are still thinking about it, we would love to hear from you, so
please contact Sue or Lynda. We hope you have read the schedule for the Flower
Show in August and have chosen all the competitions you want to enter. Please
complete your Entry Form and return it to either Sue or Lynda before the 10
August. These forms can also be obtained from the Post Office.

See you at the Plant Sale: Allen, Sue, Lynda, Brian and Lynda
May 2024 21



Keeping warm this winter

If you are worried about paying your bills and keeping warm this
winter, energy specialists at Uttlesford Citizens Advice can help
with:

Fuel vouchers and emergency funds

Access to food banks and children’s clothes banks
Benefits advice, including cold weather payments

Money and debt advice, including debts to utility providers,
Priority services register

Home improvement grants and handyman services
Energy efficient behaviours

Home safety and fall prevention

Community services, including transport and food delivery

It is important to know that you don’t have to be on benefits to access this

citizens

advice

support - call 01799 618858 or email warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk . Advice

is always completely free and confidential.

Uttlesford Citizens Advice warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk
Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden, www.uttlesfordca.orq.uk

CB11 4EB

01799 618858

Mat ‘Duxbury

Professional Interior and Exterior Painting Specialist

References available on request
20 Years’ experience

Fully Insured

NVQ Qualified and Health and Safety Certified

Local, reliable and friendly service guaranteed

email DX mat@duxburypainting.co.uk

For a free estimate please contact Mat on 7 07810 250426 or n

ELSENHAM
22
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THE AUBREY BUXTON NATURE RESERVE
By John Welham, Warden

0< communications@essexwt.org.uk B www.essexwt.org.uk

Spring has arrived and with it comes a host of changes in the nature reserve. We
say goodbye to some bird species such as redpolls, siskins and redwings that
have spent the winter here but, as they head north to their breeding grounds, we
welcome back the summer visitors who join the fulktime residents singing to
establish territories and find a mate. Chiff chaff and blackcap are two arrivals that
you will hear but the loudest bird in the wood is still the song thrush which can be
heard singing even well before you enter the wood.

If you are interested in getting some help in identifying birds from their song, then |
can recommend the Merlin Bird ID App for your phone. It is free and generally very
good.

One species of note that has arrived for the first time in the reserve is the
ring-necked parakeet. An introduced species, this has been spreading since the
1970s and, whilst | have seen them flying over Stansted in recent years, this is the
first time | have seen a pair in the reserve.

The repairs to the car park have been completed and my thanks go to the
volunteer group and to Essex Highways and Eurovia who supplied the road
scrapings.

With the amount of recent rainfall, it is unsurprising that all the permanent and
temporary ponds are currently full so that much of the reserve has a wetland feel
with water on both sides of the boardwalks. This harks back to the origins of the
reserve which was originally a wildlife park focused primarily on wetland birds. It
was advertised as the largest private bird sanctuary in Britain and had over 100
species including flamingos. Entry was 5 shillings for adults. It would be interesting
to hear from any residents who visited the park back then.

GARDEN HINT By Sue Johnson

Give bees a free boost — dandelions
are an important source of spring
food for emerging bees. Leave as
many as you can to flower, then
remove seed-heads to stop
unwanted spreading.
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YOUR LocAL Personal Sravel Consultant

We can lock aftar all your travel requirements Including hotels,
fughts. package holidays. villas, cnuses, car hire and much more.
"Bukjact to avalie bl ity Oaly svaliebhia on Malached deal. Platas Mmantian Ryarwhan reqasaling & quaate

Carls Jayne at Heys Trovel

owrosssran |

i) :

07500 804702 |  carlajayne@heys-travel couk . H({}'S }}-a Ve:

haystravel couk/personal-travel-corsultant=/carlamyne

E. N.C. Electrical Limited

Industrial Agricultural Domestic

Electrical Installations
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Fault Finding
Portable Appliance Testing
Fixed Wiring Test & Inspection

Over 25 Years Experience in the
Electrical Industry

Contact: lan Arran

Tel. 01279 647042
Mobile 07776 252994 = ElN
RPPROVED
CONTRRCTOR

Email: encelectri-
calltd@btinternet.com

44 Alsa Gardens Elsenham
Bishop’s Stortford Herts,CM22 6HB
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eTouchPoint

Community Food Share

EVERY TUESDAY IN ELSENHAM

WHAT IS THE TOUCHPOINT COMMUNITY
FOOD SHARE?

Our volunteers collect food donated by local supermarkets and retailers that
would otherwise go to waste, and distribute it free to the community

The Community Food Share is all about reducing food waste and is for
everyone. We have fruit, vegetables, meat, baked items and more... and
everything is absolutely FREE!

Where? Elsenham Bowls Club (off Leigh Drive)
When? Every Tuesday, 9.30am-10.30am

The produce has a short shelf life, so please only take what you will be able 1o
use in the next few days.

If you would like to get involved and join our team of volunteers, please call
07572 114882 or email info@thetouchpoint.org

(% 07572114882 [obe 310
"

() info@thetouchpoint.org .

_ www.thetouchpoint.org E N
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ELSENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
By Louise Johnson, Clerk. DA< louise.epc@gmail.com 07456 791727

Outdoor Gym—Your Voice Matters!

Do you want to keep fit but can’t find the time to
get to the nearest gym? Are the costs of the
joining fee and monthly membership holding you
back? Are you such an ad hoc gym user that the d
monthly membership isn’t value for money?

How would you feel if there was an outdoor gym in
the village that could be used at a time to suit
you?

_ Elsenham Parish
1 Council are
investigating
whether we should %
install an outdoor gym on the playing field next to
the tennis courts.

The area would have additional seating, litter bins
and a table tennis table and will be covered by a
yd security camera.

..l We want to hear from you! Please pop onto the
‘ Elsenham Parish Council Facebook page and
complete the very short survey. Your opinion
matters!!

From The Parish Registers
Burial of Ashes:

On 21 March 2024 in Elsenham Churchyard, Barbara Rose Nunn.

Church Contact Telephone Numbers, E-Mail and Web-Site Addresses

Vicar 01279 850480 Rev. Louis Wilson
louis.wilson@heuchurch.co.uk

Church Office 01279 814285 Anna Hicks
Church e-mail office@heuchurch.co.uk
Church web-site www.heuchurch.co.uk

Enquiries about thanksgivings, baptisms, weddings and funerals should be made
in the first instance to Anna Hicks at the Church Office 01279 814285.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH ELSENHAM
Office@heuchurch.co.uk

Thought For The Month by Louis Wilson

For the last 11 years, we have attended
an event in Eastbourne called Bible by
the Beach. A few years ago, Helen
Roseveare the medical missionary was a
speaker and told us this story about a
trip to America.

She arrived at Chicago Airport and found
that she had left all her travel documents
at her friend’s house: wallet, passport
and ticket. These were the days before
any mobiles or internet.

She joined the check-in queue anyway,
got to the front and said: My name is
Helen Roseveare, | don’t have a ticket or
passport or wallet - is there anything you
can do? No, came the answer, there is
nothing we can do.

She went to the back of the queue and
she prayed. She moved back to the
front and tried again. This time the
attendant said: There is one possibility: If
you can get someone to act as your
guarantor to prove you are who you say
you are, and to pay for your ticket, we’'ll
let you on the flight....

Helen Roseveare did not know where to
turn so asked: Do you have a Chicago
City phonebook? Would you be willing
to look someone up for me?

Sure, said the attendant — who shall |
look up? Dr Roseveare said, | want you
to start at the letter A — and | want you to
stop when you reach the first name that
has Reverend after it.

So the attendant started looking and

said: I've found one, there is a Rev.
Atkins.

26

Please would you be willing to call him
for me? The attendant calls. A man
picks up the phone. Yes, it's Rev. Atkins
here. You have Helen Roseveare at the
airport? I'd be delighted to act as her
guarantor and | will come right away.

The man arrived at the airport, paid the
money, she got the ticket and was able
to go on her away. But before she left,
he said to her: Mrs Roseveare, you might
be wondering why I've done this. Please
would you allow me to explain?

Years ago, | was travelling round Asia
with my girlfriend. We weren’t Christians
and to be honest we got up to some
pretty bad stuff: drugs, alcohol,
everything. We found ourselves in Kabul
in Afghanistan. We were both
desperately ill. We didn’t know what to
do. We knocked on the door of the
British consulate. They let us come in
and use a tiny room.

My girlfriend went straight to sleep, but |
couldn’t. Eventually, | opened the
bedside cabinet and found nothing
except a book called Give me this
mountain. [Give me this mountain is the
autobiography of Dr. Helen Roseveare]

That night, | read your book and |
became a Christian. My girlfriend and |
both recovered, and we got back to
America. My girlfriend also became a
Christian, and is now my wife. For the
last 15 years I've been pastor of a
church here in Chicago. Mrs.
Roseveare, after all these years, itis a
pleasure to meet you!

Friends, you never know what might
happen if you read a good book.
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CHURCH EVENTS IN OUR VILLAGES MAy 2024

Church Services

Sunday 5" May
10:15 All Together All Age Service,
Elsenham Village Hall
18:00 Sunday@6, HUSCH*, Henham

Thursday 9™ May
19:45 Ascension Day Communion
Service, Ugley Church

Sunday 12" May
08:45 Prayer Book Holy Communion,
Elsenham Church
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church
10:15 Holy Communion,
Elsenham Village Hall
18:00 Sunday@6, HUSCH*, Henham

Sunday 19" May
08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,

Elsenham Church

10:00 Prayer Book Holy Communion,
Ugley Church

10:15 Morning Service,
Elsenham Village Hall

18:00 Sunday@6, HUSCH*, Henham

Sunday 26" May
08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,
Elsenham Church
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church
10:15 Morning Service,
Elsenham Village Hall
18:00 Sunday@6, HUSCH*, Henham

* HUSCH: Henham & Ugley School Hall

Olympic Adventure Holiday Club is
coming soon!

30 & 31 May 2024 (May Half-Term)
Henham & Ugley School Hall
10:00 am to 2:00pm for YR to Y6
Olympic games, songs, quizzes,
competitions, jokes, craft and a book in
the Bible called Acts.

For a booking form, email
office@heuchurch.co.uk

) &
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Other Regular Events

SUNDAYS:
Elsenham & Henham Sunday Club/
Explorers (Reception-Y5)
Starts at EVH then onto
Old Frank’s, Elsenham, 10.15am
Sundays: 12" & 19"

Pathfinders (Y6-Y9)

HUSCH*, Henham 6.00pm - leave
from service to meet in the Church
Hall, Henham.

Sundays: 5" 12" & 19"

Crammin’ (Y10-Y13)

HUSCH*, Henham 6.00pm - leave
from service to meet at OSCA,
Henham. Sundays: 5", 12" & 19"

MID-WEEK AND SATURDAY:
Start the Week with Prayer
Church Hall, Henham 9.30am
Mondays: 13", 20" & 27"

Seekers After School Bible Club
(Y3-Y4) Old Frank’s 3.20pm
Mondays: 13" & 20"

Christian Play (Y1-Y2)
Rowan House, Elsenham 3.15pm
Tuesdays: 7", 14" & 21

Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Church Hall, Henham 10.30am
Thursday: 2™, 9™, 16" & 23™

Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Elsenham Memorial Hall 10.00am
Fridays: 3", 10,17 & 24"
Church Lunch Club

Elsenham Memorial Hall 12.30pm
Fridays: (2"" & 4" Friday of the month):
10" & 24"

Afternoon Tea

OSCA, Henham 2.00pm

Saturday: 18"

For information on all these events,
please contact office@heuchurch.co.uk
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JOHN COLEBY

Experienced Interior and Exterior Decorator

For a friendly, reliable service please telephone
01279 815510 or 0793 9070818
for a free estimate

NEW BEGINNINGS COUNSELLING

A safe environment to explore your thoughts and feelings
A private practice with parking based in Takeley
Represented by Michele Simpson MBACP
Ever felt sad, overwhelmed, lost or just not quite right? Most people at some point in their
lives have felt so overwhelmed that they find it impossible to see a way out of a situation.
My beliefs are that everybody has the resources within themselves, given the right
environment, to experience therapeutic change. Give me a call to see how | can help you to
improve your life.
Counselling could enable you to have that new beginning
phone: 07956 224954 or 01279 879009
email: ms@newbeginningscounselling.co.uk
www.newbeginningscounselling.co.uk

YOUNG’S

WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

We specialise in residential properties offering a quality
and regular service for exterior and interior cleans
Serving the Elsenham community for the last 10 years

Call or text Malcolm for a FREE quote
07817 481901
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NATURAL OUTLOOK {\f
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By Heather Salvidge 7 814153 C
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A little while ago | read a newspaper article on a butterfly survey >
released by the Butterfly Monitoring Scheme for 2023 declaring (7 \
butterflies and moths | have seen in our garden. It shows that the k
weather can be an important factor. Last year the first butterfly |
saw, a small tortoiseshell, was in February, whereas in 2022, 2021 and 2020,
nothing showed up until March. In 2019 a small tortoiseshell and a yellow brimstone
were about in February but in 2018 | had to wait till April before | could record any;
there were seven species, but a small tortoiseshell was not one of them. However,
it did show up in March 2017 along with a yellow brimstone and a peacock.
Towards the end of autumn, a red admiral was about until November in 2017 and
again in 2021, along with a large white, but last year on it was on its own. A few
more species made it through to October; large whites, a beige plume moth, a
hummingbird hawk moth, a comma and a small tortoiseshell. Others were the white
plume moth and the large yellow underwing. The peak months | have recorded are

between May and August with July last year clocking up 17 species including two
moths: a small purple and gold and our friend the hummingbird hawk moth.

that it was the worst year since 1976 for the small tortoiseshell.
So, | had a look at the record | have kept since 2016 of the

Painted lady butterflies arrive in the summer on migration from North Africa and,
depending on weather conditions, they do so in varying numbers. The variation in
our summer weather will also determine whether we have a good or not very good
time for them here before some of the survivors depart back to Africa, usually in
August. They were here from June to September in 2019 when they had a good
time on the buddleia but in other years | have only had them for just a month or two.
There were none in 2020 but | did get a garden tiger and an elephant hawk moth
for compensation and a painted lady visited for one month last year.

Other butterflies we see in the garden are orange tips (males have the tips and the
females do without), holly blues, ringlets, green veined whites, meadow browns and
small heaths. Daytime moths | like are: the small purple and gold, which can be
found in various parts of the garden and on some of the plants in the greenhouse,
the Silver Y moth, which has a marking on its fore wing like an upside-down pale Y,
the cinnabar moth with its beautiful scarlet hind wings and decorated forewings, the
red-belted clearwing which turned up in the raspberry patch and recently a Hebrew
Character, so-called because of the marking on its forewings which resembles a
character from the Hebrew alphabet. There have been others to admire when a
friend stationed his overnight “trap” in our garden and came back in the morning to
list the species collected and make sure they could fly off. Otherwise, in summer,
the former cricket ground and part of the old gravel pit which now has a large
drainage pond in one corner is a good place for a butterfly wander; look out for
marble whites, small skippers and small coppers. Aubrey Buxton Reserve has
some of the same plus, when you are lucky, gatekeepers, brown argus and
speckled woods. | hope you manage to see at least some of these, especially small
tortoiseshells!

May 2024 29



HENHAM & UGLEY SCHOOL

HALL(HUSCH)
Henham

OLYMPIC GAMES, SONGS,
MRS QUIZZES, COMPETITIONS, JOKES,
COVERS CRAFT AND A BOOK IN THE BIBLE

TICKETS

BOTH DAYS CALLED ACTS.
y FOR A BOOKING FORM, EMAIL:
S office@heuchurch.co.uk
/é www.heuchurch.co.uk / 01279 814285
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Our next planned event is on the weekend of 1% and 2" June and by now you
should have seen it advertised throughout the village and this magazine. It
promises to be a wonderful and fascinating exhibition of pictures and artefacts
from old Elsenham from the collection of the late Gordon Barker and kindly
assembled by his family. There will also be four short talks over the weekend
explaining some of the local history. Refreshments will be available, and a
barbecue is planned for the afternoon until the close on both days. Entry is free,
so no excuses! Go and put the date on your calendar now. You certainly don’t
want to miss this rare opportunity.

Sometime in September we are planning to hold another “Bat Evening” at the
church while the bats are still active, and it is not too late for children to attend. We
have written to the Essex Bat Group, and they have replied saying they would find
a volunteer to come and give us a talk. At the last event we held they even
brought some live species of bats with them.

The committee are very aware that none of us are getting any younger and sadly
our Christmas Tree Festival will go by the wayside unless we can find some new
blood to carry things on. Therefore, | am appealing for volunteers from the village
to get involved and find out what it takes to put on such an event. It would be such
a shame if the village were to lose this event. You do not have to be a church
member to join St. Mary’s Fabric Fund which is there solely to support the upkeep
of the building.

Finally, | look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Old
Elsenham Exhibition at St. Marys Church in June.

Your bus service — use it or lose it!

By Bus Co-ordinator Ray Franklin

Stephensons, our local bus company, increased their fares by 4.2% from April 1.
This is due to an increase in operating costs, but the maximum single fare is
capped at £2. Using the bus makes economic sense, especially when you factor in
parking charges, assuming you can find somewhere to park.

| am pleased to report that the damaged bus shelter in Station Road has now been
repaired.

Please use the bus service or it will cease to exist!
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Collector, collator and
/ relator of life’s special

JM//’A/;M vy uw W&// events

Celebrant

Are you planning or considering: a Memorial Service, a Funeral,
Renewal of Vows, a Wedding or a Naming Celebration?

A Celebrant led ceremony will help you
to create special memories of the day.

For more information please contact:
janetterickwood celebrant@btinternet.com
www.janetterickwoodcelebrant.co.uk. 07889 375200
Facebook @JRCelebrant
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WHY IS IT?
Strange unanswered questions. Perhaps you can help me with this....

Why do queues on the near side and far side always move quicker than you?
Why is it that a car (or White Van man) always move from lane to lane?

Why is it that check-out queues either side always move quicker than you?
Why is it that shoppers never have the correct money or credit card at hand?
Why is it that their wallet/purse is at the extreme bottom of their bag?

Why is it their bag is SO BIG and the purse is just beneath a kitchen sink?
Why is it that when you are in a hurry the credit card machine never works?
Why is it that you worry that you may not have turned the cooker off?

Why is it you cannot remember if you locked your door?

4
And are you sure? 2 W

ELSENHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR

Did you know that singing in a choir is believed to be so
good for you, that doctors are considering prescribing it?

Just 30 minutes of group singing can significantly improve
positive emotions & mood.

If you like making new friends, achieving new goals, doing things that are good for
you whilst having a laugh, eating chocolate, going home with a smile on your face,
oh, and singing too, then come and join us at the Elsenham Community Choir,
because that's what we do!

We meet on the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm until 8.30pm in
Elsenham Village Hall (by Elsenham Primary School).

There are no auditions at our choir, everyone is welcome,
just come along and sing!

;\—\/ Please just turn up or find us on our Elsenham Community
Choir Facebook page.
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Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)

On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs

DON'T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, | CAN VISIT YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.
Email and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers/Data Recovery,Hardware & Software
Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal & Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749

Email: Info@tcsstansted.co.uk

wash .2

We clean
our

DECORATING SERVICES
Low cost & highly efficient service! ALL ASPECTS OF DIY

NO JOB TOO SMALL

For a friendly reliable service
Just Ask.......

GARY KING

www.binwash-uk.com Home : 01279 850001
Mobile : 07951 452602

enquiries@binwash-uk.com g-king962@btinternet.com

SDS Installations Ltd

AERIAL AND SATELLITE SERVICES
A FOREIGN SATELLITE SYSTEMS - CCTV - EXTRA TV POINTS - SKY LINK UPS

PHONE POINTS - HOME SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION - WALL MOUNTED PLASMA/
INSTALLATIONS LCD SCREENS - CABLES SUPPLIED AND HIDDEN

Alan Smith 01279 279012
50 Sunnyside 07771 881042
Stansted sdsinstallations@hotmail.com

Essex CM24 8AX sdsinstallations.com
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ELSENHAM BowLs AND SociAL CLuB
By Trevor Hackett
07445 437437

The “Beatles / 60s” night was a great success; 66 people attended
and were entertained in great style by skilled guitarist Paul Sharp. He covered the
Beatles, plus Elvis and Cliff from the 60s. For those who missed him, he will be
returning on 14 October for our Presentation Dinner & Dance where he will play a
variety of music from the 60s to the 90s.

The next music night will be an evening with Gary Benjafield as “Neil Diamond” on
May 25. Once again, tickets will be just £6 each including nibbles. Make sure you
do not miss this event. He comes with an excellent reputation and is still
performing in West End shows.

Our Saturday night bingo sessions are now monthly until the end of the bowls
season in September. The bingo bonus is now over £100 so come along and get
your chance to win. Next session will be on May 18; eyes down at 8 pm.

The Winter Crib league finished and will recommence in September. Elsenham A
lost in the final of the Knock-Out Cup competition to the Royal British Legion.

Short Mat bowling has ended for the summer while the players enjoy the
“sunshine” on a full sized green.

Our Open Day is on May 26 from 10 am to 4 pm. Why not come along and try your
hand at this social and competitive sport of bowls? Flat soled footwear is required,
and we do have a few sizes available in the club which you can use. We supply the
bowls; you supply the enthusiasm, all for free on the day.

We are hosting a 6-rink county game between Essex and Berkshire on Wednesday
May 22 commencing at 2 pm. Should anyone wish to come along and spectate you
would be most welcome. In fact, you are more than welcome to visit the club on
any of our match days.

If you wish to join as a social or bowling member then either call in at the bar from
7 pm weekdays or contact the secretary, Therese Clear, on 07759 158859.

Some social events in May for your calendar are:
18" Bingo, eyes down at 8 pm

25" Neil Diamond Music Night 7.30 for 8 pm
26" Open Day 10 am to 4 pm

| hope to see you in the club house at one of our events.
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The Hair Loss Clinic
North Hall Road, Ugley
07957 166436
www. hairlosslaserclinic.co.uk

The Hair Loss Clinic is a company set up to provide information, advice, support and above all
solutions for people experiencing hair loss. Not only do we provide realistic and workable solutions
to those suffering from hair loss but we are also specialists in after and on-going care for hair loss,
giving you the very best support. We can help you through your journey from hair loss through to
aftercare if your hair grows back. We provide a personalised service and will recommend the
course of treatment or other solutions most appropriate to you.

We provide information, support and advice about your hair loss and identify the factors you will
need to consider when choosing which solution is suitable for you.

We provide guidance on cutting and styling of your wig or integration piece and advice on what to
do when your hair starts growing back.

Monthly Trichologist clinics are held with Eva Proudman, MIT IAT. Eva is widely known both in the
UK and Internationally for her work with hair loss. She has appeared on TV many times and
supports many major hair companies with her research into hair loss. All consultations are private
and last for between 45 minutes and 1 hour; during this time all relevant areas of health, diet,
lifestyle, family history, hair care regime will be discussed along with an in depth examination,
including the use of a specialist scalp camera to arrive at a diagnosis and treatment plan.

Whatever the cause of your hair loss or the extent of the hair loss, we are here to help you.

01279 871 777 - 0800 587 2556

6 Newman Road, Little Canfield, Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1GR

Aerial Satellite AV Security
e Aerial Installations ¢ SKy Installations & Subscriptions
e CCTV & Security Alarms  Freesat Installations & Receivers
e Audio Visual Installations e Multiroom Music & TV Distribution
» Wireless & Wired Networks « TV Wall Mounting Services
e Solar Panel Installations * Family Run Business
iR -
m digital[V] WA SW freesat
Registered Installer

www.mediacoms.co.uk info@mediacoms.co.uk
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NEWPORT AND DiSTRICT FLOWER CLUB
X flowersanzp2020@gmail.com

We all had a wonderful evening for our March Workshop. We had invited the
Scouts to join us and they all enjoyed making a spring flower posy in a bag.

One of our ladies showed us what happens when you put different food colourings
into a flower vase full of daffodils, tulips and hyacinths as the flowers drink up the

' | water their petals turn to different shades of
‘ ~ colour.

The scouts were very interested in this

y .| especially as the yellow petals on the

% daffodils in blue food coloured water turned
green.

. After the Scouts had left, we were then
shown how to manipulate an aspidistra leaf
to make a holder for our flowers - see the
photograph of an aspidistra leaf with pink
rose and gypsophila.

Our May Flower Club meeting will be on May
22 with a DIY night with demonstrations by
some of our talented members. Please come
along and see how they put together an
arrangement, which you can then try at home.

We meet on the third Wednesday of the month (except January, August and
December) at 7.30pm at Ugley Village Hall, Cambridge Road, CM22 6HR. Visitors
are always very welcome.

Individual place arrangements Aspidistra leaf with pink rose
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CARS WANTED
PETROL OR DIESEL

All types of double glazing repairs,
fenance & indallations, induding emergency
Al reploceglaze.com we provide a repulable,
fomilyrun double glazing repair & inskallation service.

o i 5 - _.q

Qur services includa:

* Double glazing inddllations, * Patio door wheels

).
repairs & maintenance * Door adjudments &

* Aluminium, composile & lubrication e CAS H PAI D
& uPVC inssallations * Aluminium bifolding doors

* Windows & door handles * Composite doors

¢ Locks & hnges + luinium/ VC roof lanerms WITH OR WITHOVT MOT

« Misted unis CARS, ESTATE CARS, tX'ts,
TRUCKS, VANS

ALL MOTORCYCLES WANTED

Darren 01376 326163

101279 282997 01371 701000

info@replaceglaze.com =) www.replaceglaze.com

(©) replaceglaze

W, (0wl
. eq‘e "‘-J.'

R,
¢ ce?;-% 1

CL‘E'A S Oven Cleaning S!»"‘eci““".'sts

m fresh :
from Clear Qvens.

Find us on:

facebook.

————

Covering Sawbridgeworth, Harlow
Epping, Great Dunmow, Braintree,
Stansted, Bishop's Stortford and

surrounding areas.
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U3A STANSTED

Susan Sedgebeer usq

DA stanstedu3a@gmail.com B www.u3asites.org.uk/stansted

Whether birds evolved flight to descend from the trees or to rise from the ground
will be the first question to be tackled at the Saturday Seminar on 11 May. Mike
Howgate MSc FLS will discuss two controversies on the evolution of flight, “How
Birds Fly” and “The Dinosaur Bird Link”. Sometimes known as “Dr Dinosaur”, Mike
is the General Secretary and Chair of the Amateur Geological Society of North
London and is a member of the Linnean Society of London. In the first part of the
seminar he will look at the evolution of flight and he will then move on to discuss
the prevalent theory amongst paleontologists that birds arose from a group of
Therapod dinosaurs.

At the General Meeting on 16 May we look forward to enjoying a performance from
singer, songwriter and musician, Saffron Summerfield. Saffron’s career has taken
her from live performance on TV and on John Peel’s radio show to tours abroad
and playing blues guitar alongside black musicians in the Mississippi cotton fields.
Her performance entitled “Milton Keynes to Mississippi” will feature different styles
of guitar from the classical to the blues.

In March, Ed Fairey, Essex County Organiser for the National Garden Scheme
(NGS), entertained the Garden Group with the history of the NGS. He described
how it came into being, why it has always supported nursing charities, and how in
1928, its foundation year, it raised over £8,000 for the Queen’s Nursing Institute
(QNI). Since 1980, when it became independent of the QNI it has benefitted a
wider range of health charities, including Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie,
Hospice UK, The Carers’ Trust and Parkinson’s UK. In May, the Garden Group will
continue its own support of the NGS with a visit to “The Mount” in Roydon, which
opens to visitors under the scheme.

Your Village Fete Needs You!
DA elsenhamsummerfete@gmail.com

07708 709634

We hold the village fete every year in June. We want to
ensure this fun tradition continues long into the future but
we need YOUR help. The event is entirely volunteer run
and, without support, it simply cannot go ahead. Don't let
our fete become a thing of the past, come and get
involved.

We are an enthusiastic, friendly team and would warmly
welcome new volunteers. There are all sorts of jobs to be
done, and any help you can offer in the run up or on the
day would be truly invaluable. You won’t be given any
tasks that exceed your physical capability and it doesn’t
matter if your time is limited; every little helps!
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D BONNEY & SONS MANUDEN
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS

MOT TESTING

ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES SERVICED INCLUDING FOUR WHEEL
DRIVES

TRW BRAKE CENTRE
DIAGNOSTIC AND FAULT FINDING
WELDING AND CHASSIS REPAIRS

SELECTION OF USED CARS

CALOR GAS STOCKIST

WE HELP YOU THE MOTORIST WITH A CHEAPER LABOUR RATE
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IN LOCAL AREA

PLEASE RING: MALC, NEIL OR CRAIG
& 01279 813315 OR & 01279 815946

Pike’s Plumbing & Heating
O Whether you’re looking for a plumber or heating

engineer, Pike’s Plumbing & Heating can help.

erH
If it’s an emergency, simple problem or you’re just thinking
about a new boiler or bathroom give me a call — I'm available

when you need me 24/7. Now’s a good time to think about
servicing your boiler too and make sure you’re not left out in
the cold! No Call-Out Charges & Free Quotations

Tel: 07889 140035 Craig Pike
Email: info@pikesph.co.uk Property puJﬁﬁéihg
Web: www.pikesph.co.uk ST =

.
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
By Tricia Moxey, Trustee
B www. hundredparishes.org.uk

As day length increases and the air becomes warmer, plants
put out new shoots. Many insects emerge and birds pair up,
preparing to breed. Since the 1960s the average minimum winter temperatures
~have been rising. Snow fall is now a rarity, and
& frosty days are much less frequent. The current
4 growing season is almost a month longer than 50
¥ years ago. Primroses and bluebells are opening
4% earlier. Researchers recorded that the first
i flowering of some 406 plant species has advanced
@ by almost a month since 1986! This has a knock-on
effect for the time of emergence of pollinating
* insects such as bees and butterflies; some are
| adapting to the warmer climate.

Hedgerow shrubs and trees are leafing and
flowering earlier too, providing food for so many
hungry caterpillars which are ideal food for nestlings. Hedgerows are a valuable
wildlife habitat, often providing a living framework to the landscape and our rural
heritage. Long-established hedges grow in soil that is rich in stored carbon and
older trees within the hedgerow also hold large stores of carbon.

luebells at Littlebury

A recent planning application to fell an
ancient hedgerow oak close to
Clavering led to a vigorous and
successful campaign by residents to
save it. This tree is now registered on

. the Ancient Tree Inventory, a record
like the one for listed buildings. There
are more trees in local hedgerows that
could be recorded - details of how to

1| do this can be found on https://
ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record.

Pleshey

National Hedgerow Week organised by the Tree Council runs from 6th May to 12th
May and is timed to showcase hedgerows resplendent with fresh new growth and
full of wildlife. Please enjoy one or more of the many walks listed on the Society’s
website - and consider recording some of our wonderful old trees.

The Hundred Parishes is 450 square miles of northwest Essex, northeast Hertfordshire and southern
Cambridgeshire that is largely unspoilt and is richly endowed with many fine examples of
agricultural and built heritage The area has shared a common history which shaped and preserved
its distinctive landscape of small and medium-sized farms linked by winding lanes and ancient rights
of way to hamlets, villages and then to small market towns. For more information visit

www. hundredparishes.org.uk.
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Street Dance+Acting e

Pop Singing

RASCALS

DANCE ACT SING

Est.1997

Fun classes

inspiring Confidence,
Character & Creativity
For children aged 3-12yrs

For more details:
Tel: 01376 331543
Email: admin@rascals-uk.com

Web: www.rascals-uk.com

’*ﬁ";‘ CAPITAL .\ -~

- GLAZI EU'I?\LE A‘

Double Glazed Units — SAME DAY

e Table Tops e Cat and Dog Flaps Fitted
¢ Shelves ¢ Splash Backs — Any Colour
¢ Emergency Glazing ¢ Glass Cut To Size
¢ Replacement Misted Double ¢ Emergency Boarding
Glazing o Safety Glass
¢ Greenhouse Glass e Mirrors
LOCAL COMPANY — GREAT PRICES — RELIABLE
PROMPT SERVICE

Elsenham — Great Dunmow — Bishops Stortford - Stansted

01371 868434

info@capitalglaziers.com - www.capitalglaziers.com
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870558 D4 info@stanstedairportwatch.com AIRP o RT

STANSTED AIRPORT WATCH \\g\ STANSTED

XXX
The most important public consultation for a SR WATc H

generation about the future impact of Stansted Airport is currently under way.

At stake is the prospect of the Government removing all of its current statutory
restrictions on night flights at Stansted, which have been in force for over 40 years.
Manchester Airports Group (MAG) is pressing hard for the removal of the current
Government restrictions, which currently allow a maximum of 13,700 Stansted
night flights a year.

This is despite the fact that MAG is subject to a planning agreement with Uttlesford
District Council (UDC), signed in May 2003, whereby Stansted Airport is subject to
the following obligation:

“From the date of this agreement not to seek any relaxation of the night flight
restrictions currently in force for the night period of 23.00 — 06.59 or for the night
quota period of 23.30 — 05.59.”

SAW Noise Advisor, Martin Peachey, commented: “If MAG is successful there
could be no limit on the number of night flights at Stansted and this would
adversely impact the health of local residents especially vulnerable

groups. Aircraft are inherently noisy machines and particularly so compared with
the low ambient noise levels at night in the countryside surrounding the airport. It
is vital for local residents, local councils and other local organisations to reply to
this consultation and make it clear to the Government that we want fewer night
flights, not more!”

Responding to the consultation

The link to the consultation document is https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/night-flight-restrictions-heathrow-gatwick-and-stansted-airports-from-
october-2025. You can respond online but an email response allows more flexibility
to make your own points, rather than just responding to the pre-set questions. The
email address is night.flights@dft.gov.uk.

The consultation proposes extending the current restrictions — i.e. maintaining the
status quo — at Heathrow and Gatwick until (at least) October 2028. However, for
Stansted, the Government is seeking views on three different options:

Option 1 — Removing Government controls on the number of Stansted night flights
and the permitted aggregate night noise level in October 2026.

Option 2 — Removing Government controls on the number of Stansted night flights
in October 2025, whilst maintaining the controls on the permitted aggregate night
noise level.

Continued overleaf

May 2024 43


mailto:info@stopstanstedexpansion.com
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fnight-flight-restrictions-heathrow-gatwick-and-stansted-airports-from-october-2025&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd424ed2393e54755aeab08dc522efa3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640a
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fnight-flight-restrictions-heathrow-gatwick-and-stansted-airports-from-october-2025&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd424ed2393e54755aeab08dc522efa3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640a
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fnight-flight-restrictions-heathrow-gatwick-and-stansted-airports-from-october-2025&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd424ed2393e54755aeab08dc522efa3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640a
mailto:night.flights@dft.gov.uk

D) \NCE hpc (State Registered)
SCENE Chiropodist

New Classes Every Saturday

morning Elsenham Memorial Hall Home V|S|t| ng Practice
Baby Ballet - 9:00-9:30 (Ages ‘:t:) )
P i Mrs. Julie Golden
Est. 1994
01279 873492

A professional service at a
competitive rate

book a free trial please contact-

closses get involved ot our
well established dance school!

brraine@agn;es;ene.nt;.uk ' 3 4 & & 4

W GARRETTS GARAGE SERVICES %

42 Golds Business Park, Elsenham
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM22 6JX

*Mechanical Repairs *M.O.T.’s - Catalyst

. MODERN WELL
+Servicing Svlhacal Lostad MAINTAINED
T *E.H.D.C. - Authorised = WORKSHOP
yres Hackney Carriage
*Engine Tunin Testers
& & . ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE
*Computer Diagnosis *Batteries
; 3 " *FREE COLLECTION AND*
*Windscreen Repairs - *Exhausts . DEL?VERY(:;EROVICE*

TEL: 01279 647777 FAX 01279 817622
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Continued from previous page

Option 3 — Government night controls to remain (as per Heathrow and Gatwick).

Options 1 and 2 reflect lobbying activity by MAG. Both these options would mean
fewer restrictions and, inevitably, more Stansted night flights. Option 3 is clearly
preferable and it is important that local residents make their views known to the DfT.

Other points you could make

Phase out night flights altogether — Stansted is currently allowed 13,700 night flights
a year between the hours of 11.30pm and 6.00am. By comparison, Heathrow, which
is three times bigger than Stansted, is allowed just 5,800 night flights a year. Night
flights are particularly intrusive in a largely rural area, with low background night
noise levels. The aim should be to phase out all Stansted night flights, except
emergencies, by 2030.

‘Night’ should mean ‘night’ — The limit on the number of night flights should apply for
the full 8-hour night period (11.00pm to 7.00am) and not just for the 6% hours
(11.30pm to 6.00am) — when the limit on the number of night flights currently applies.

Dispense with Dispensations — Airport management can grant ‘dispensations’ where
flights are delayed by weather or Air Traffic Control problems. Dispensations do not
count against the night flights limit. Stansted granted 1,200 dispensations last
summer whereas Heathrow granted only 462. The DfT should remove the right of
airports to grant dispensations, i.e. airport management should not be allowed to
mark their own homework.

Ban Reverse Thrust — The use of reverse thrust at night should be banned except in
the case of an emergency. The Stansted runway is one of the longest in the UK and
so the additional braking effect provided by using reverse thrust upon landing is
unnecessary other than in exceptional circumstances.

Health Impacts — The Government recognises that aircraft noise at night has
negative impacts upon local communities around airports and can impact on
physical and mental well-being. These negative impacts are far greater than any
economic benefits.

Night flights are the biggest single cause of noise complaints by local residents. This
consultation is an opportunity to make your voice heard. The closing date is 22 May
2024. As a reminder, the email address for replying to the consultation

is night.flights@dft.gov.uk.

SAW Chairman, Brian Ross, concluded: “MAG is putting profit before people in
pressing for more Stansted night flights and, in so doing, is shamefully breaking its
planning agreement with UDC. However, if enough local residents and local
councils respond to this consultation, making clear that we don’t want more Stansted
night flights, we can convince the Government not to bow to MAG’s pressure.”
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Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

O& @ Rickling Green

Appointments from
7am Mon-Sat
Cesspit emptying also undertaken.

Tel: 01371 873003 or 01279 504638 FREE (:’Gsy park(ng

Email: info@ luxurytoilethire.co.uk
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co,uk

Whether you are arranging a wedding,
private party or corporate event, let
Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd
provide you with the perfect toilet facility
to make your occasion a memorable success.

Fully qualified
& insured

We also hire out mobile fridge
and freezer units.

Sorrxrbsmpion: i edll ext: 07791 058406 ~ Culds

Email: info@chillermatic.com Web: www.chillermatic.com

Do-1t-4U
Repair, Care & Maintenance
For your Home and Garden

+ Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
+ Drain Blockages Cleared Telephone
+ Gardens Tidied & Main- 01279 814411

in
tained Mobile

+ Hedges & Topiary Trimmed
& Shaped

+ Fences Erected & Repaired
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COOKERY CORNER
By Sue Johnson T 812704

This is a really tasty, nutritious and healthy one-pan meal. It is
also gluten-free. The ingredients can be halved to make a meal
for two.

SMOKED HADDOCK ROSTI (serves 4)

1 Ib (4509) potatoes, peeled and coarsely grated
1 large onion, peeled and coarsely grated
2-3 garlic cloves, peeled and crushed

1 1b (450g) smoked haddock

1 tablespoon olive oil

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Finely grated rind of %2 lemon

1 tablespoon freshly chopped parsley

2 tablespoons créme fraiche, to serve
Mixed salad leaves, to garnish

Lemon wedges, to serve

Dry the grated potatoes in a clean tea towel. Rinse the grated onion thoroughly in
cold water, dry in a clean tea towel and add to the potatoes.

Stir the garlic into the potato mixture. Skin the smoked haddock and remove as
many of the tiny bones as possible. Cut into slices and reserve.

Heat the ail in a large non-stick frying pan. Add half the potatoes and press well
down in the frying pan. Season to taste with salt and pepper.

Add a layer of fish and a sprinkling of lemon rind, parsley and a little black pepper.

Top with the remaining potatoes and press down firmly. Cover with a sheet of
tinfoil and cook on the lowest heat for 25-30 minutes.

Pre-heat the grill 2-3 minutes before the end of cooking time. Remove the tinfoil
and place the rosti under the grill to brown. Turn out on to a warmed serving dish,
and serve immediately with spoonfuls of créeme fraiche, lemon wedges and mixed
salad leaves.

HANDY HINTS: Do remember to dry off the grated potatoes and onion. lItis

amazing just how much water comes out. You can use strong kitchen towels
instead of a tea towel if you prefer.
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R T.).Patmore

* Building Services

Extensions — Loft Conversions
Roof work — Carpentry — Roof Tiling
First and second fix carpentry

Kitchen fitting
Built in wardrobes

Decorating interior and exterior
Floor and wall tiling
Fencing — Decking — Patios
Supply and fix u.p.v.c. windows
House maintenance

Call Trevor for friendly help, advice
and FREE estimates

mob 07932 666224 W

o S.E.P &

TREE CARE & GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Tree Topping & Felling
Pruning & Pollarding
Hedges cut, Trimmed & Removed
All waste Chipped & Removed
Garden, Garage & Site Clearance
Gravel Driveways & Paths
Fencing
Turf Supplied & Laid
Jet Washing Paths & Driveways
Local Tradesman
20 years experience
For a free estimate Phone
07903 621657
08000 588057
14 Day Cooling off Period

GLYNN'’S

CHIMNEY SWEEPS
Est. 1995

VACUUM AND
BRUSH

NACS MEMBERS
HETAS APPROVED

COMPETITIVELY PRICED
01279 424983

www.glynnschimneysweeps.com

/

-

/

Advertise your business
in Elsenham News

Contact us at
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

(See inside back cover for details
on rates.)
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THE BANDIT QUEENS by Parini Shroff
Reviewed by Marion Giles for Elsenham Book Group

‘For Geeta, life as a widow is more peaceful than life as a
wife... until other women in her village decide they want to be
widows, too.

Geeta is believed to have killed her vanished husband - a
rumour she hasn't bothered trying to correct, because a
reputation like that can keep a single woman safe in rural India.
But when she's approached for help in ridding another wife of & :
her abusive drunk of a husband, her reluctant agreement sets in mot/on a chain
of events that will change the lives of all the women in the village.... ... ’So says
the blurb on the back of the book.

o “Shroff's debut is a darkly funny revenge drama rooted in the reality
of rural India.” The Guardian

This was the choice of the book group last month. It was very well-liked.

Geeta's husband, Ramesh, disappeared five years ago. Gossip has it that Geeta
did away with him so she is feared and treated as a pariah in society. Embracing
her pariah-like status, Geeta finds inspiration in Phoolan Devi, known as the
Bandit Queen, who overcame her low-caste origins and the most dreadful abuse
to seek revenge for what she suffered and to champion the downtrodden.

The tale is set where many women are treated as the property of the men they
marry, their job to make babies, cook, clean and are often treated like servants to
be beaten. Women struggle against domestic violence and often caste
discrimination, however, the women in this story are not depicted as saints; they
are judgemental, bitchy and cliquey, but also human and often very funny.

The complexity of female friendships is fundamental as is the sisterhood that
bonds them, strengthened by being part of a loan group. If women want to earn
money by sewing or jewellery-making, they need a loan to finance it. They meet
weekly to make loan repayments from their earnings. When Farah defaults on
her contribution, Geeta makes up the shortfall and so Farah approaches Geeta
for help in getting rid of her husband, who is drinking her money away. How
Geeta and Farah go about this will have an impact of other women in the loan
group. One by one they are drawn in. Geeta manages to reconnect with Saloni,
who was her closest friend but Geeta’'s marriage destroyed their relationship.
Geeta begins to understand what happened to her and her parents and realises
that rage and anger of a bandit queen is not her life but revenge is still possible.

This is a dark tale with a ot of humour and poignant moments. The characters
are fully formed, the dialogue is smart and witty. You learn a lot about Indian
culture and attitudes to different religions. However, the reality of discrimination,
division, poverty, hardship and the caste system is never too far away.

Published by: Allen and Unwin ISBN: 978-1838957179
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Editorial Information

Articles

The last day for editors to receive articles,

advertising and letters, which must contain

the author’s name and address (which may
be withheld), is the 8" of each month.

Articles should ideally consist of a half page
of A5 or a full page of A5. Articles over these
sizes or letters containing more than 500
words may be edited depending on space.

Copy submitted after the 8" may not be
accepted but will, if deemed appropriate,
be held over to the next month. We are
happy to receive hand written articles which
ideally should reach us earlier than the 8" to
allow for scanning etc.

Dates for the Diary must include date,
event, venue and time.

Please submit all articles, adverts, letters
and queries to the editorial team at:
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

General Notes

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that
information is correct, the editorial team
cannot be held responsible for any
inconvenience caused through errors or
omissions.

The views expressed within this magazine
are not necessarily the views of the editorial
team or Elsenham Community Association
(ECA).

The editors and the ECA can accept no
responsibility for the goods or services
advertised in the magazine. Advertisements
are included in good faith. The editors
reserve the right to allow replies

to letters/articles to be made in the same
edition when appropriate.

The editors’ decision is final.

50

Wanted/For Sale items: individuals may
submit short details of items wanted or for
sale etc at no charge. These will be
included in the next available issue of the
magazine subject to space and acceptance
by the editors.

Subscriptions

Elsenham News is available by email (on a
pdf) at no charge, or through the post at a
cost of £13 per annum. Contact
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising
The costs are as follows:

Single Annual Cost
Insertion (11 issues)
Half Page £20.00 £190.00
Quarter Page £10.00 £100.00
Inside Page £50.00 n/a
Back Page £75.00 n/a

Village organisations attract reduced
rates, £5 for /4 page. Half and full-page
adverts attract full rates.

To place an advertisement:

For any queries, contact Nathalie. Please
send your advert as Word or Publisher via
email to elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising Editor: TBA

Business Advertising
Cheques should be made payable to
“Elsenham Community Association”.

Editorial Team: Gary Williams
Emma Bailey
Marion Giles
Patricia Davis
Anne White
Nyaradzo Chabata
Angie Wenlock
David Newland

Previous issues of Elsenham News are
available on the ECA Website

www.ElsenhamCommunity Association.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Photographs of old Elsenham 1 and 2 June, St Mary’s Church

Charity Quiz 8 June Bowls and Social Club

History Society 12 June 8pm Memorial Hall

Village Fete 22 June Playing Field

VILLAGE CONTACTS

Airport Roadside Parking

0800 731 2385

Beavers 1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com

Bowls Club Therese Clear 816535 or 07759 158859
Brownies elsenhambrownies@gmail.com

Church Office (Old Frank’s, High St, Elsenham) Anna Hicks 814285
County Councillor (Stansted) Ray Gooding 813103
Cricket Club David Brown 831011
Cub Scouts 1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com

ECA (Chairman) Allan Hathaway 813385
ECA (Secretary) Moyra Jackson 647351

ECA Website

Elsenham Eagles

Elsenham Farmers Market
Elsenham Surgery

Elsenham C of E Primary School
Elsenham Church PCC Secretary
Elsenham Fete

Elsenham Rights of Way website
Friends of Elsenham School (FOES)
Guides elsenhamguides@gmail.com
Henham & District Garden Society
History Society

Member of Parliament

Memorial Hall Bookings
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Parish Clerk - Louise Johnson
Elsenham Parish Council Website
Police

Post Office

Rainbows

Scouts

St Mary’s Fabric Fund

Tennis Club

Tots & Toddlers

Uttlesford District Councillors
(for Elsenham & Henham)
Village Hall Bookings

Womens Institute Secretary
Youth Football Club (Chairman)

www.ElsenhamCommunityAssociation.org.uk
elsenham.action@btinternet.com
elsenhamfarmersmarket@gmail.com

www.elsenhamsurgery.nhs.uk 814730
Linda Todd Headteacher 813198
David Hill 812397

ElsenhamSummerFete@gmail.com
www.e-voice.org.uk/erowos/

Louise Judd foespta@hotmail.com
Gemma Schafer 07792 572423
Moyra Jackson 647351

Mike Rea evhs12@hotmail.co.uk 813634
Kemi Badenoch 0207 219 5214
Cheryl Rae 817834
Frances Lambert 07771 728332
franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com
louise.epc@gmail.com 07456 791727
www.elsenham-pc.gov.uk

101
812175
elsenhamrainbows@gmail.com
1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com
Elizabeth Barker 813543
Petra Studholme 814667
Dawn Temple 07944 841358
Petrina Lees 816675

Bianca Donald 07941 880279
elsenhamvillagehall@gmail.com
Gill Hathaway 813385

Ricky Lambourne info@elsenhamyfc.co.uk

If you would like your village organisation contact to appear regularly in the
magazine, please contact one of the editors, see opposite for details.
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