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Elsenham Village Regular Monthly or Quarterly Activities

Parish Council 1st Monday of month 7.45pm (excl. Bank Holidays) Memorial Hall
Elsenham EAGLES 4th Monday of month 7.30-9pm Bowls and Social Club
Henham & District Garden Soc. 1st Tuesday of month 2 for 2.30pm Memorial Hall
Community Choir 1st & 3rd Tuesday of month 7-8.30pm Village Hall

Natter Night 2nd Tuesday of month 7.30pm The Crown

Life Drawing 2nd and 4th Tuesday of month 7.30-9.30pm Village Hall

Village History Society 2nd Wednesday of month quarterly 7.45pm Memorial Hall
Women'’s Institute 3rd Thursday of month 7.45pm Memorial Hall

Church Lunch Club 2nd & 4th Friday of month 12.30pm Memorial Hall

Women’s Wellness Breakfast Club last Friday of month 9.30am Bowls & Social
Elsenham Farmers’ Market last Saturday of month 12.30-2.30pm Village Hall

March 2026 diary

Mon 2 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall 7.45pm

Tues 3 Henham & District Garden Soc. Outing

Tues 3 & 17 Elsenham Community Choir  Village Hall 7pm

Sat 7&21 Bingo Bowls & Social Club 7 for 7.30pm

Tues 10 Natter Night The Crown 7.30pm

Tues 10 & 24 Life Drawing Village Hall 7.30pm

Weds 11 History Society Meeting & AGMMemorial Hall 7.45 for 8pm

Thurs 12 & 26 Community Supermarket Memorial Hall 1.30-3.30pm

Thurs 12 District Councillors’ Surgery OSCA Crow Street, Henham
6.30pm

Thurs 12 Elsenham Comm. Assoc.AGM Memorial Hall 7.45pm

Fri 13 & 27 Church Lunch Club Memorial Hall 12.30pm

Sat 14 Bowls and Social Club Quiz Bowls & Social Club 7.30 for 8pm

Tues 17 St Mary’s Fabric Fund AGM Old Frank’s 7pm

Thurs 19 Wi Memorial Hall 7.45pm

Sat 21 Bingo Bowls & Social Club 7 for 7.30pm

Mon 23 Elsenham Eagles Bowls & Social Club 7.30pm

Fri 27 Women'’s Wellness Breakfast Bowls & Social Club 9.30-11am

Sat 28 Farmers’ Market Village Hall 12.30-2.30pm

Sat 28 Race Night Bowls & Social Club 7.30 for 8pm

Mobile Library
Every third Saturday stopping at Glebe End

9.30am to 10am Next visits: 14 March 2026
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Elsenham Village Regular Weekly Activities

Day

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

Time Activity Location
9.30-10.30am Zumba Memorial Hall
10.30-11.30am Health walk Start at De Mandeville Green

4-4.30pm Rascals (3-4yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
4.30-5.30pm Rascals (5-7yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
5.30-7pm Rascals (8-12yrs) Memorial Hall (term time)
9.30-11.30am Village Café Coffee  |Memorial Hall

12.15-1pm souchpoint Food ytemorial Hall

4.45-5.45pm Rainbows Memorial Hall (term-time)
4.45-5.45pm Beavers Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6-7.15pm Cubs (Wolf Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6-7.30pm Brownies Memorial Hall (term-time)
7.30-10.30pm Tennis Club night Tennis Courts

8pm Fitness Yoga/Pilates |Memorial Hall

9.45-11.30 Tots and Toddlers Memorial Hall

6.30-7.15pm Zﬁ%m“jggsi“f;rength Village Hall

7-9pm Scouts Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
7.30pm Aerobics Elsenham Village Hall
9-10am Teddy Bear Music Memorial Hall (term-time)
6-7.15pm Cubs (Bear Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time)
6.45-7.45pm Jump Fit Elsenham Village Hall
10-11am Little Fishes Memorial Hall (term-time)
8.15am-1pm Tarte au Citroen Playing Field

8.45am-12pm Youth boys & iflspiaying Field

9-11.15am Forte Dance Class Memorial Hall

8.45-9.30am Little Kickers Mighty [Village Hall (term time)
9.35-10.20am Little Kickers Junior  [Village Hall (term time)

10.25-11.10am

Little Kickers Tots

Village Hall (term time)
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12:30 - 2:30PM LLAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Now it is getting warmer and a bit lighter, we are all getting excited about summer
not too far off, why not come out and celebrate by visiting our village Farmers
Market on Saturday March 28. We are open from 12.30-2.30pm. So, if you
haven’t been for a while, do pop by. You will not be disappointed.

We have a great range of products being sold, and we try hard to ensure that we
only sell consumable produce or allied products by small independent sellers.
Everything is as local as possible.

Our sellers can vary from month to month, and their products can also be
seasonal, but the quality is always tip top and there is always something for
everyone. If you are not sure there will be anything you want, why not come and
meet a friend, enjoy a coffee and cake and look at the produce at the same time,
it's a win, win!
Most of the produce is homemade, so not only do you get these fabulous treats
once a month, you are also supporting local businesses as well as coming
together with our fabulous community, you might even make a new friend!
These are the dates for the first half of 2026: -

28" MARCH

25" APRIL

30" MAY

27" JUNE

The markets for the rest of the year are on JULY 25, AUGUST 29, SEPTEMBER
26, OCTOBER 31 and NOVEMBER 28 (all things festive & more!).

No charge for entry; just enjoy and immerse yourself in all the gorgeous produce!

We look forward to seeing you.

Best wishes
Elsenham Farmers Market Team
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THE NEWS REPORT
From The Editors

we can finally turn our thoughts to seeing sunshine on a regular
basis!

The consistent rain has been a little like local developments, persistent and
unwelcome! However, it is hoped that the Local Development Plan will now make
enough sense to the powers that be to finally give it the all clear. If that is the case,
let us also hope that the Planning Department at UDC can finally say no to more
development here in Elsenham. Keep an eye on Development Developments
(page 9) for future updates.

February is always a quiet month but a number of organisations are gearing up for
the year ahead and we at Elsenham News hope we can continue to provide them
with much needed support. Everything from the Church, the Community Choir and
the Cricket Club as well as Eagles have something happening to keep you
involved in your local community, and the articles in this issue provide you the
details.

Whatever you are looking to do once the weather improves, we hope you will find
everything you need here in the pages of Elsenham News.

The Editorial Team
Elsenham News

Regular features

Parish Council 7 U3a 27
Development Developments 9 Community Choir 29
Village History Society 11 Aubrey Buxton Nature Reserve 29
Daisy May’s Farm 13 St Clare Hospice 33/35
Elsenham WI 15 100 Parishes 37
District Councillors’ Report 17 Bowls Club & Social Club 39
Elsenham EAGLES 19 Elsenham Cricket Club 41
St Calre Hospice 21 Parish Registers 41
Ray’s Reflections 23 Book Review 43
Church Calendar 25 Cookery Corner 45
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Elsenham Slimming World is Back! || Advertise your business
Re-opening Wednesday 18th March! in Elsenham News
cauE'rsﬁ';';aé"er@"lgﬁ3'.?32?&73?3550 Contact us at
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

CAPITAL \ -

GLAZI EU'I(?\LE A‘

Double Glazed Units — SAME DAY

e Table Tops ¢ Cat and Dog Flaps Fitted
e Shelves e Splash Backs — Any Colour
e Emergency Glazing e Glass Cut To Size
¢ Replacement Misted Double ¢ Emergency Boarding
Glazing o Safety Glass
¢ Greenhouse Glass e Mirrors
LOCAL COMPANY — GREAT PRICES — RELIABLE
PROMPT SERVICE

Elsenham — Great Dunmow — Bishops Stortford - Stansted

0137171 868434

info@capitalglaziers.com - www.capitalglaziers.com
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ELSENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

By Fiona Gardiner, Clerk & RFO
parishclerk@elsenham-pc.gov.uk 07456 791727

“B www.elsenham-pc.gov.uk/ B www.facebook.com/elsenham/

It has been another productive month for the Parish Council and | am pleased to
share the latest updates with residents.

We are currently in the process of co-opting a new councillor to fill our existing
vacancy. This is a great opportunity for an Elsenham resident to play an active role
in supporting our community and contributing to local decision-making. We look
forward to welcoming a new member to the Council soon.

In response to ongoing concerns raised by residents, we have established a Traffic
and Parking Working Group. The group will be investigating parking issues on
Station Road and New Road, identifying key problem areas and exploring potential
solutions. Once proposals have been developed these will be put forward to
councillors with the aim of resolving the difficulties. We appreciate the feedback
received so far and will keep the village updated on progress.

| recently met with PCSO, Alexander Stewart, to discuss ways we can strengthen
engagement with the local community. We talked about introducing initiatives such
as ‘Walk With Me’ patrols and informal drop-in sessions at the local Touchpoint
Café. These would provide residents with more opportunities to raise concerns, ask
questions and connect with local policing in a relaxed and accessible setting.
Further details will be shared once arrangements are confirmed. We are also
looking for volunteers to join community speed watch, please get in touch if you
would like to be involved.

The second clothes bank has now been ordered and is due for delivery (and may
already have arrived by the time this goes to print). This additional facility should
help meet demand and make it easier for residents to donate unwanted clothing
locally. Once again we thank you for not leaving bags of unwanted clothing when
the bank is full. These clothes will not be accepted and have to be disposed of
separately.

| am pleased to report that three allotment plots have now been let to residents who
were on the waiting list. It is wonderful to see continued interest in growing locally,
and we look forward to seeing the plots cultivated over the coming months. The
Flowerbeds Committee are busy planning this year’s displays and working hard
behind the scenes to bring colour and vibrancy to the village once again. Their
efforts make such a difference to the look and feel of our community, and we thank
them for their continued dedication.

As always, if you have any queries or matters you would like the Parish Council to
consider, please do get in touch.

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 2 March at 7.45pm in the
Memorial Hall. All residents are welcome.
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Mat Duxbury
— PAINTING

Professional Interior and Exterior Painting Specialist

References available on request
20 Years’ experience
Fully Insured
NVQ Qualified and Health and Safety Certified

Local, reliable and friendly service guaranteed

email XX mat@duxburypainting.co.uk
ELSENHAM

For a free estimate please contact Mat on 7 07810 250426 or n

Essex Autospray

Your local Collision Repair Centre - Est 1982

Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates

Low Bake Ovens
Blackhawk Alignment

Y 4
r g
”

Tel: 01279 816296 E: info@essexautospray.co.uk
WWWw.essexautospray.com

M11 Business Link, Parsonage Lane,

March 2026



mailto:mat@duxburypainting.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENTS
By Graham Mott 7 812516 DX motts@grahammott.plus.com

As predicted last month, Gladman’s appeal was allowed by the Planning
Inspector. Outline planning approval has been given for 240 new homes to the
north of Bedwell Road, despite unremitting noise from the motorway to the west
and intermittent noise from the railway to the east. Gladman’s big scheme, which
they worked on for many months, and are actually rather proud of, is that there will
be houses of three storeys built towards the motorway in order to baffle the noise,
with all the habitable rooms on the supposedly quiet side; everyone will be happy
and it won’t matter that the residents can’t hear themselves speak when they go
outside.

The Local Plan Inspectors issued their Final Report on 16 January. It is positive,
although Uttlesford District Council still need to be able to demonstrate a five-year
housing land supply in six months’ time, which they seem to feel won’t be a
problem. It includes the allocation of 110 homes to the north of Bloor’s consented
developments (350 and 200) off Henham Road. Bloor did not wait for the outcome
of the Plan. Their full application for 130 awaits determination. Some of its
provisions are highly questionable.

Access is to be via phases 1 and 2 and the terrible junction on the inside of a bend
on Henham Road with limited visibility as you leave. The site, of course, is on the
wrong side of the railway, unless you’re catching a train towards London, and that
is exactly what Bloor is anticipating, so that they can sell their houses to
commuters. But eventually, after a working life of over-crowded trains, and the
fledglings have flown the nest for good and the knees are getting a bit creaky, if you
should decide to look round for something smaller on a single storey, you will be
disappointed. The provision of bungalows does not even come close to UDC’S
meagre prescription, with none at all on the open market.

The District Council expects that developments should be ‘tenure blind’, with
‘affordable’ housing evenly distributed. Developers don't like this, and prefer that
some parts should be obviously posher than the rest. Bloor proposes that the area
of the site nearest (but not too near) to the railway station should be separate from
the rest, with mostly superior four- and five-bedroom upmarket domiciles, and just
one discounted market sale hidden within the remaining 26. As with most
developers, they misunderstand the Grove Hill problem - their software is designed
to assess junctions, so they assume that the Grove Hill / Lower Street junction must
be the issue, rather than the traffic lights controlling the narrow stretch and the
parked cars.

There is no perceived demand for a further 110, or 130, homes in the village. Bloor
have been offered the development as a ‘quid pro quo’ for making more land
available for educational purposes, to be tacked onto the land included in Phase 1.

It can confidently be expected that, despite everything, the application will be
approved.
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TREE CARE & GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Tree Topping & Felling
Pruning & Pollarding
Hedges cut, Timmed & Removed
All waste Chipped & Removed
Garden, Garage & Site Clearance
Gravel Driveways & Paths
Fencing
Turf Supplied & Laid
Jet Washing Paths & Driveways
Local Tradesman
20 years experience
For a free estimate Phone

07903 621657: ;

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST
Bishop’s Stortford

e Orthotics
e Diabetic Foot Care
¢ Saturday Clinics
® Routine Treatment

R. Handford & Colleagues
H.C. P.C Registered

Bishop’s Stortford - 16 Hockerill Street

01279 652249

www.feet.org.uk

THINKING OF SELLING OR
RENTING YOUR PROPERTY?

Please call either of us to find out
how we can help make your move
a whole new experience!

Nicola 07909 548028
Jacqui 07956 513238

DARDIS ESTA

10

h pC (State Registered)
Chiropodist

CH09088

Home Visiting Practice

Mrs. Julie Golden
Est. 1994
01279 873492

A professional service at a
competitive rate
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ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY

By Mike Rea, Secretary 813634 DA evhs12@hotmail.co.uk
“m www.elsenham-history.co.uk

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 11 March 2026 and will
include our AGM.

/
The speaker for the meeting will be Mark Cook who will speak/
about “Policing in the Met and Essex”. You might ask just how
much policing does Essex need and in particular Elsenham
because, by and large, we are a very law abiding village!

Today this may very well be the case but in times past things weren’t so good. For
example, take the case of the Elsenham Gang. The gang was led by Joseph Clark
who, it is believed, lived at Gaunts End with his wife Elizabeth. The members

of the gang were William, Henry and Joshua Clark (his sons), William Hayden of
Broxted, Aaron Miller of Hertfordshire, William Giffin of Bishops Stortford and
Thomas Monk from Elsenham.

They operated over an area that included Broxted, Elsenham, Henham, Much
Easton and Tilty in the early years of the 19" Century, becoming known as the
Notorious Elsenham Gang in the newspapers of 1816. They were finally
apprehended in late 1816 when they shot James Dennis whilst attempting to
burgle his house in Tye Green. Although shot in the face, Mr Dennis survived.
Witnesses identified Monk and two of the Clark brothers who were apprehended
and led the Bow Street Runners to the others. When Joseph Clark’s property was
searched, evidence was found of their complicity in this and several other crimes
for which they were tried at Chelmsford Assizes in February 1817. Joseph Clark
was found guilty of attempting to murder James Dennis and was executed. His
sons were spared execution but were transported to Australia, as were Aaron
Miller and William Giffin. William Hayden was not part of the Tye Green raid but
was sentenced to life imprisonment and transportation for stealing a lamb.
Although an accomplice, Thomas Monk was saved from being tried for his crimes
by dint of giving evidence against the others.

Other villages had their ne’er-do-wells too. There was Arsenic Sally from Clavering
who was tried for poisoning two children of her own plus another child in 1847; she
was acquitted of any wrongdoing. Her story spread, however, and Mary May of Wix
near Harwich was “inspired” to poison her husband. She was not so lucky,
however. The court found her guilty and she was executed at the hand of William
Calcraft, the then hangman. In 1851, Arsenic Sally was found guilty of the murder
of her husband and she too was executed by William Calcraft.

Please come along to our March meeting, all are welcome. Visitors pay just £2.00

but what better time to join the society than at the start of the year for £5.00. A
bargain!
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Appointments from
7am Mon-Sat

FREE easy parking

Fully qualified
& insured

01799 SHH gy
0779] 058406 ~ Culds

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding,
private party or corporate event, let
Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd
provide you with the perfect toilet facility
to make your occasion a memorable success.

Cesspit emptying also undertaken.

Tel: 01371 873003 or 01279 504638
Email: info@ luxurytoilethire.co.uk
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge
and freezer units.

Please contact us for a quote:
Tel: 01371 873003 or 01279 504638
Email: info@chillermatic.com Web: www.chillermatic.com

COOK UPHOLSTERY

www.taylorandcookltd.co.uk

Don’t Replace It ... Re-cover It !

Any Item Reupholstered

Sofas * Armchairs * Headboards ¢ Divans ¢
Kitchen Chairs » Ottomans

Wall Padding

Create a beautiful feature wall in your lounge or
bedroom ¢ Large Choice of fabrics and designs

A
“ ,

teed*”4)

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE AFFORDABLE

Please contagsf
quote:

*All works fully g
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Daisy May’s Farm
Hall Road, Elsenham, CM22 6DN

It's been a bit blowy lately and whilst it makes a bit of a mess of our farm (don’t
even mention the mud!!!), our gorgeous animals are all lovely and snug and looking
forward to having lots of visitors coming and make a fuss of them.

There really is so much for you to do at the farm including riding on our train,
meeting and bottle-feeding the new lambs and kid goats, holding chicks and
ducklings, enjoying warm drinks and snacks, bouncing on the bouncy castle, spring
stamp hunt, play areas and more!

We have all sorts of chickens, ducks, guineafowl, turkeys and geese. Don'’t forget,
we often have chicken and sometimes duck eggs for sale.

Come to our farm, blow those cobwebs away and meet all our new additions who
will be born over the coming months.

Check our Facebook page for news on our latest arrivals, opening hours and any
new events such as our meeting our new calf who is just SO cute!

We ALWAYS need help in so many ways, particularly at times like this when there
is so much to do, so if you have a little time to spare, PLEASE get in touch, we
would LOVE to hear from you.

We look forward to welcoming you to the farm.

We always need help in so many ways, particularly when there is so much to do. So if you
have a little time to spare, please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Please
contact 7 07747 787973 or take a look at our website “& www.daisymaysfarm.org to find

out more. Thank you so much.
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DECORATING SERVICES
ALL ASPECTS OF DIY

NO JOB TOO SMALL

For a friendly reliable service
Just Ask.......

GARY KING
Home : 01279 850001
Mobile : 07951 452602
g.king962@btinternet.com

E. N.C. Electrical Limited

Industrial Agricultural Domestic

Electrical Installations
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Fault Finding
Portable Appliance Testing
Fixed Wiring Test & Inspection

Over 25 Years Experience in the
Electrical Industry

Contact: lan Arran

Mobile 07776 252004 M= EENEZ
APPROVED
CONTRRCTOR

Tel. 01279 647042 I

Email: encelectri-
calltd@btinternet.com

44 Alsa Gardens Elsenham

Bishop’s Stortford Herts,CM22 6HB

TREE SURGERY

Small family business

Bl @xp@m{au@@

N trees

Call George

M: 07982 601570 | T: 01279 819 127
email: george@maskalls.co.uk

www.maskalls.co.uk

All types of tree care & hedge cutting undertaken.

Call for a free estimate.

14
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ELSENHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
By Moyra Jackson T 647351

March already! Shame we have to wait until the 29th for
the clocks to go forward!

In February, we enjoyed a very interesting talk on The Story of Saffron Walden’s
Almshouses and Ladies Who Lunch dined at our very own Crown.

On March 19 Fiona Rose will tell us about “The Life and Designs of May Morris
(daughter of William Morris)” and on April 16 Paul Read entertains with “Reach for
the Stars”.

As well as our monthly meetings and outings we have a walking group, a Cinema
Club, a “Crafternoon” for our members. We also have a Natter Night on the
second Tuesday of each month in the Crown. This is open to all who are interested
or need help with crafts, or if you would just like to have a drink and a natter.

We are always happy to welcome visitors and new members so please come
along, especially if you are new to the village. It really is a great way to get to
know people and make friends. If that’s not enough — there’s always cake!

Details of our programme, events and activities can be found on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram — search for Elsenham WI. Visitors are welcome to our monthly meetings so
please come along. We meet at 7.45pm on the third Thursday in the month in the Memorial Hall.
Elsenham WI — There’s a lot going on!

Elsenham News - We want your ideas!

Now we are online only, we want to appeal to as wide an audience as possible. To
help us achieve this, we would like your ideas on any improvements or additional
services we could provide as part of an online service. This could include areas
such as:

Articles
Organisations
Interactive features
Layout

Guest articles

Please send your ideas and thoughts to: elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

We hope you will just take a few minutes to drop us a line and give us your
thoughts.

Thank you.
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Nelson & Sons Plumbing

WE PUT THE HOT IN YOUR & Heating LTD
WATER & THE HEAT IN
YOUR HOME

@ cCentral Heating, Boiler replacement

@ Boiler senvicing & Repairs

O ceneral Plumbing /

safe

Call Mark - 07908005478
Email - nelsonplumbingheatingltd@gmail.com

OPENING TIMES
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - SPM
SATURDAY 8AM TO 1Z2PM

, Felsted, Hatfield Broadoak, Hatfield Heath, Sheering, Dunmow, Sawbridgeworth, Broxted,
Spelibrook, Molehill Green, Broxted, Little Canfield.

v~ WASHING & IRONING
+ IN HOUSE DRY CLEANING
+~ 48 HOUR SERVICE

v~ DUVETS - R
’ E ilz ¢ i i @ il
CURTAINS "::kel:y:.-::n:::l::®gxgu.::x

/" ALTERATIONS
~~ WEDDING DRESSES Tel: O1279 871245

is
Herts, CTM22 6SH
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DisTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
P4 Cllrdonald@uttlesford.gov.uk 07941 880279
4 Cllrlees@uttlesford.gov.uk 07713 074656

March is the time to set our budgets. Wider Government changes to local
government finance system (Fair Funding Review, reallocation of grants, etc,) mean
that money is being shifted from less deprived areas to more deprived. Which
means that we are one of those that monies will be shifted from.

Though UDC collect Council Tax the exact proportions can vary slightly year on
year. A typical breakdown of a Council Tax bill in Uttlesford is:

¢ Essex County Council: ~71p of every £1 collected,

e Essex Police: ~11p of every £1,

o Fire & Rescue Authority: ~4p of every £1,

e Uttlesford District Council: ~8p of every £1,

e Town/Parish Councils: ~5p of every £1

So out of every £1 of council tax you pay, roughly 8p is retained by Uttlesford
District Council.

We are very keen to ensure our council stock is maintained and improved. The
Council successfully bid for £3.8 million from the Department for Energy, Security
and Net Zero's Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund to upgrade the most energy
inefficient homes. The project aims to retrofit additional insulation, solar panels, and
air source heat pumps in 276 of the Council’s homes. Estimates suggest the
changes will bring a massive reduction in carbon emissions by 89 per cent, saving
tenants approximately £275 annually on their energy bills.

We are delighted to announce good news for wheelchair users at the Lord Butler
Leisure Centre with the launch of the Poolpod. This technology enables safe,
dignified and independent access to the pool, opening up therapeutic, social and
wellbeing benefits of swimming to a wider range of residents.

February 5 saw the first-year celebrations for Sustainable Uttlesford, a joint
venture with Uttlesford District Council. Elsenham was well represented with
members of Peacock Community Energy, Elsenham Eagles and the Bowls and
Social Club all present to share Elsenham’s sustainable credentials.

We still have some funds left from our Ward Initiative fund which helps support local
initiatives in our communities, we need to spend this by March 20. We welcome
applications to apply for some funding. Please do get in touch.

We will be holding our usual monthly surgery, March 12 at Osca High Street
Henham, at 18.30. We look forward to meeting residents without making any prior
appointment. As ever, of course, we would be very happy to hear from any
residents by email or phone should there be anything they think we can help with or
answer any questions you may have on our report or the District Council.
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Make
all the
difference.

\Volunteer
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ELSENHAM EAGLES (Elsenham Action Group for
Local Environmental Sustainability)

>4 elsenham.action@btinternet.com
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092659455786

The Elsenham Eagles have now mapped out an exciting year of
local environmental projects. Following the success of the
recent Christmas Tree Festival, the group is now focusing its
efforts on enhancing our local green spaces.

Community Garden Growth

The "Somewhere Nice to Bee" community garden remains a top priority. Plans are
under way to install a stunning living willow dome, with Bianca Donald currently
sourcing quotes for the project. While Tim Donald continues to liaise with Honours
regarding the installation of a new standpipe, the group is also planning to
reposition the garden bin and install new entrance signage.

If you would like to join a future working party, please contact Bianca on
07941 880297.

Big Green Festival Picnic
Mark your calendars! The Eagles will be hosting a community picnic in the garden

as part of Sustainable Uttlesford’s Big Green Festival. The event promises to be a
hit with families, featuring activities such as:

. Building a large pallet "bug hotel" (where children can create individual
apartments").

. Bug hunting expeditions with identification charts.

. Constructing a hibernaculum to support local reptiles.

Join the Eagles!

With a healthy budget of over £5,000 in combined funds and grants, the group has
plenty of resources but needs more hands on deck. Due to current capacity, the
thermal imaging camera project has been put on hold until membership grows. A
new recruitment drive is launching soon with posters and leaflets across the
village. Whether you have a green thumb or just want to help the local
environment, the Eagles would love to meet you. Please see our contact details
above if you would like to get in touch.

Our next meeting is on Monday March 23 at 7.30pm in the Bowls & Social Club.
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wash.

We clean
our
wheelie
bins!

RASCALS

DANCE ACT SING

Est1997

Low cost & highly efficient service!

www.binwash-uk.com

For more details: . Funclasses
Tel: 01376 331543 inspiring Confidence,
Email: admin@rascals-uk.com Character & Creativity

Web: www.rascals-ukcom  Rielgtea{I[e [F=pReTe (= e 58 PAV/ S enqui I’Ies@bl nwash-uk.com

01279 871 777 - 0800 587 2556

6 Newman Road, Little Canfield, Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1GR

MEDIACOMS

Aerial Satellite AV Security

« Aerial Installations « Sky Installations & Subscriptions
e CCTV & Security Alarms « Freesat Installations & Receivers
e Audio Visual Installations e Multiroom Music & TV Distribution
e Wireless & Wired Networks « TV Wall Mounting Services

» Solar Panel Installations * Family Run Business

Freeview digitah!m@ @ gw freg

www.mediacoms.co.uk info@mediacoms.co.uk
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! StC|
Paws at the Ready! St Clare Hospice’s Virtual Dog : HOSF(?]i_Eg
Walking Challenge Returns This March

St Clare Hospice’s paw-pular virtual dog walking

challenge, Paws for a Cause, is returning for its second year this March
- local dog walkers are invited to grab their leads, get outdoors, and take
part in a month-long challenge with their canine companions, all while
supporting local hospice care.

Running from 1st-31st March, walkers can begin the challenge at any
point during the month and complete it in whichever way suits them.
Whether walking, jogging, wheeling or running, challengers can choose
to complete 31 miles or take on this year’s new 62 mile option, all while
enjoying outdoor time with their pups and raising funds for St Clare
Hospice.

Gary Albert, from Epping, took part in the challenge last year, and said:
‘When | heard about Paws for a Cause it felt like the perfect challenge
for me and my dog, Buddy. We’'re always out on long walks, so |
thought, ‘Let’s go for it.” It was good fun and we managed to raise £345
for the hospice!

“I've always tried to support St Clare whenever | can, because the
service they provide is second to none. I've seen this first hand when
both a close friend and my father-in-law were cared by them in the past.
Walkers can earn exclusive St Clare goodies as they fundraise
throughout the month:

. Raise £30 — Receive a free St Clare branded doggy bandana

. Raise £60 — Receive a free St Clare t-shirt

. Raise £150 — Be entered into a prize draw to win a professional
doggy photoshoot

Paws for a Cause is proudly sponsored by Kew Vets, whose generous
support helps make the event possible.

Want to sign up? Fetch your spot today:
www.stclarehospice.org.uk/pawsforacause

For any fundraising queries email Sarah Piercy at
sarah.piercy@stclarehospice.org.uk, or call @ 773732
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GLYNN’S

CHIMNEY SWEEPS
Est. 1995

TRADITIONAL
DRIVEWAYS

VACUUM AND 01992 450356
07961 882027
BRUSH P4 tdmaintenance@btinternet.com
NACS MEMBERS www.tdms-driveways.com
HETAS APPROVED
Block paving specialists. Black and
COMPETITIVELY PRICED red tarmac. Hand and machine laid
tarmac. Turfing and fencing.
01 279 424983 Residential and commercial.

All work guaranteed. Free estimates.
www.glynnschimneysweeps.com

AR i ecialists
CL&VF.NS en Clesing

N o}
n Find us on: L ‘.2‘ ;‘;
facebook. ' Sg¢

Covering Sawbridgeworth, Harlow
Epping, Great Dunmow, Braintree,
Stansted, Bishop's Stortford and

surrounding areas.
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Ray’s ReﬂeCtiOHS

FERE SHsenow

DO YOU LIVE IN PAGET COURT?

If you have your home in Paget Court it is quite possible that your house
stands on the ground where once you would find, “Robinsons Builders.”

They stood just off the High Street, to the right of the entrance to “Padget
Court.” Mr. J. Robinson was born in 1882. He went on to form “J.R.
Robinson & Sons, Builders.” They would trade from the old Elsenham Hall
Estate Yard, situated next to Glebe House until May 1983.

During that time many would be employed by him or his sons who
continued the business. Joe died in 1950.

Throughout this village and around the surrounding district, numerous
properties were built by him. Perhaps he will be best remembered for the
work on the local church. Earlier in the last century when the Church
suffered from an attack of Death Watch Beetle, many of the giant timbers
had to be replaced, no mean feat, when you consider the equipment then
available.

Joseph Robert Robinson was to father nine children, sadly his son John,
died aged only four. Norman Robinson went onto farming; Hilda Robinson
went to Bramble Island to work on explosives. Joe Robinson was the first to
leave Elsenham School and go on to Newport Grammer School.

Joe became a sleeping partner in the building firm when his father died. His

two brothers, Ted and Frank were to continue to run the company until its
closure. Frank will be also remembered as an Elsenham Parish Councillor.

g M
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ST MARY’S CHURCH ELSENHAM
Office@heuchurch.co.uk

Thought For The Month by Rev Pete Tibbott

What is real?

As | think back on 2025, | realise how
much more things need to be verified as
‘real’. Whether that’s images from war
zones across the world or just me trying
to access my own online accounts.

The influence of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
is rising at a frightening rate. Businesses
are becoming more dependent on it,
finance experts are warning of the
bursting of a potential Al ‘bubble’ and
some are fearful of not only their job but
their whole industry being subsumed.

While I am not an avid social media user,
I’'m aware of those who wish to keep
their online feeds closer to reality, calling
out Al ‘slop’ and urging individuals and
organisations to ‘keep it real’.

| wonder whether in 2026 we will need to
ask ourselves more often, “is this real or
is it fake?”

When you do, can | encourage you to
turn off your device and go and look
outside? Even in the winter | have loved
walking through the woods in Elsenham
and the footpaths of Ugley and Henham.
On a clear day it’s stunning to see the
contrasts between sky, trees and fields.
The reality of creation is a tonic to the
fleeting false images and videos that
circulate online.

Not only does creation ground us in
reality, but it points us to something even
more real. See what King David wrote
around a century before Jesus:

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech;

24

night after night they reveal knowledge.
They have no speech, they use no
words;
no sound is heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.
(Psalm 19:1-4)

Yes, the world around us is clearly more
‘real’ than anything Al can produce. But

even the earth and sky demonstrate that
something, indeed someone, even more
real is behind them: God himself.

We can tell a Picasso or a Monet
painting because of what they look like.
So we can also tell whether a piece of
music is more Beethoven than Bach. In
the same way, our world bears the
distinctive creative hallmarks of the living
God and of his son Jesus, the one from
whom, through whom and to whom
everything was made (1 Corinthians 8:6).

As we look ahead to the season of
Easter, we look back to that first Easter
when the Lord Jesus died and rose
again. His death and resurrection were
verifiable, historical events; not pie-in-the
-sky superstitions or twisted untruths.
Many of his disciples died in gruesome
ways for defending their belief in the
resurrected Jesus, because they saw
him and testified to what they had
witnessed.

As we crave after what is ‘real’, see how
the skies testify to the mighty, creative
God. The one who loved this world so
much that he would send his Son to
become flesh and blood, truly to die and
truly to rise again, that we might know
what real life really is.
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CHURCH EVENTS IN OUR VILLAGES FEBRUARY 2026

Church Services

Sunday 1% March
10:30 All Together All Age Service,
Elsenham Village Hall
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 8" March
08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,
Elsenham Church
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church
10:30 Morning Praise Service,
Henham Church
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 15" March
Mothering Sunday

08:45 Prayer Book Holy Communion,
Elsenham Church

10:00 Holy Communion Service,
Ugley Church

10:30 Morning Praise Service
Elsenham Village Hall

18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 22" March
08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,

Elsenham Church
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church
10:30 Morning Praise Communion,
Henham Church
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 29" March
Palm Sunday

08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,
Elsenham Church

10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church

10:30 Morning Praise Service
Elsenham Village Hall

18:00 Sunday@6 Communion,
Henham Church

For information on all these events,
please contact office@heuchurch.co.uk

March 2026

Other Regular Events

SUNDAYS:
Elsenham & Henham Sunday Club/
Explorers (Reception-Y5)
Leave Morning Praise Service
10:30am.
Sundays: 8", 15", 22" & 29"
Pathfinders (Y6-Y9)
Henham Church 6.00pm - leave from
service to meet in the New Church
Hall, Henham Church.
Sundays: 1%, 8" 15" & 22™
Crammin’ (Y10-Y13)
Henham Church 6.00pm - leave from
service to meet in the New Church
Hall, Henham Church.
Sundays: 1%, 8", 15" & 22

MID-WEEK AND SATURDAY:
Start the Week with Prayer
Old Frank’s, Elsenham 9.30am
Mondays: 2", 9™ 16™ 23" & 30"
Seekers After School Bible Club
(Y3-Y4) Old Frank’s 3.20pm
Mondays: 2™, 9™, 16" & 23"
Christian Play (Y1-Y2)
Rowan House, Elsenham 3.15pm
Tuesdays: 3™, 10", 17" & 24"
Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Henham New Church Hall 9.15am
Thursday: 5", 12", 19" & 26"
Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Elsenham Memorial Hall 10.00am
Fridays: 6™, 13", 20" & 27"
Church Lunch Club
Elsenham Memorial Hall 12.30pm
Fridays: QZ“" & 4™ Friday of the month):
13" & 27"

Friday 6™ March
World Day of Prayer 2026
New Church Hall, Henham Church
14:00 Informal Service, focusing on
Nigeria; followed by refreshments
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KING
OUR NEXT BOO!
YDSINGTHIS ADVERT.

YOUR LOCAL SPersonal Sfravel Consultant

We can look after all your travel requirements including hotels,
flights, package holidays, villas, cruises, car hire and much more.

Subject to availability. Only availa deals. Pl a quote

Carla Jayne at Hays Travel ¢j-haystravel
01279886731 | 07590 804702 | carlajayne@hays-travelco.uk Hays Travel

haystravel.co.uk/personal-travel-consultants/carla-jayne

YOUNG’S

WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

We specialise in residential properties offering a quality
and regular service for exterior and interior cleans
Serving the Elsenham community for the last 10 years

Call or text Malcolm for a FREE quote
07817 481901
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U3A STANSTED
Registered Charity Number 1148073

@ stansted.u3asite.uk u a
07874 385541 Stansted Mountfitchet

>4 stanstedu3a@gmail.com
By Julia Cook

Debunking conspiracies and other challenges

The welter of decisions and imponderables that seized us all during Covid were
recollected by Dr Kevin Bryant. His job, when the vaccine became available, was
to dispel some worryingly damaging ideas about the Covid vaccine that were
circulating amongst student nurses training at Anglia Ruskin.

As a researcher in physiology, anatomy, biochemistry and nutrition, he was tasked
with allaying the concerns of nurses who were to step up to the front line of the
NHS. The unfortunate misconception circulating, that somehow vaccination led to
changes in DNA, caused many student nurses to baulk at receiving the crucial
vaccination. He produced a clear and vital scientific explanation, demonstrating
how the vaccine worked, so that nurses became convinced and able to take up
their places in an NHS which was fighting hard for us all.

The u3a audience also benefited from an excellent summary of the science of the
vaccine and, during a lively Q&A session, Kevin explored techniques of combatting
conspiracy theories and the significance of trustworthy science.

Yet further critical issues are to be addressed by the u3a in March. We begin on
March 9 with the garden group welcoming back writer and broadcaster Geoff
Hodge to give a talk on “Gardening in the Global Greenhouse”. This talk is well
timed to coincide with the springtime itch to get out and nurture our environment.
Then, on 14 March, David Morson will ask the question “Are Donald Trump and
Elon Musk the Logical Consequence of Globalisation?”, promising a dissection of
how possibly we are where we are.

At the monthly meeting on 19 March, best-selling author Andrew Baker will
recollect the infamous Profumo Affair.

Information on the extensive activities happening in the u3a can be found using the
contact details above.

GARDEN HINT By Sue Johnson

Add pebbles to bird baths so honeybees and other insects can climb in and out
easily.
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A T.).Patmore

* Building Services

Extensions — Loft Conversions
Roof work — Carpentry — Roof Tiling

y: AL 9 |4 First and second fix carpentry
i A\ I, J Kitchen fitting

Built in wardrobes
LOGS

Decorating interior and exterior
e Well seasoned hard wood

e Transit load / bulk builder bag
e Cut to fire size

Floor and wall tiling
Fencing — Decking — Patios
Supply and fix u.p.v.c. windows

Call today 01279 718555 House maintenance
Or email </ dar13@mail.com

Call Trevor for friendly help, advice
and FREE estimates

mob 07932 666224 W

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)

On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs

DON'T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, | CAN VISIT YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Email and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers/Data Recovery,Hardware & Software
Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal & Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749

Email: Info@tcsstansted.co.uk

SDS Installations Ltd
AERIAL AND SATELLITE SERVICES
A FOREIGN SATELLITE SYSTEMS - CCTV - EXTRA TV POINTS - SKY LINK UPS
_ PHONE POINTS - HOME SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION - WALL MOUNTED PLASMA/

INSTALLATIONS LCD SCREENS - CABLES SUPPLIED AND HIDDEN
Alan Smith 01279 279012
50 Sunnyside 07771 881042
Stansted sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
Essex CM24 8AX sdsinstallations.com
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ELSENHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR

Did you know that singing in a choir can help your self-esteem, build your
confidence, help you to make new friends, engage the emotions and most
importantly, enable all sorts of people to come together to meaningfully create
something wonderful?

So why don’t you try doing something wonderful? Come and join us on the first
and third Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm until 8.30pm in Elsenham Village Hall
(by Elsenham Primary School).

There are no auditions at our choir, everyone is welcome, just come along and
sing!

Please just turn up or find us on our Elsenham Community Choir Facebook
page or 7 07962 586825.

THE AUBREY BUXTON NATURE RESERVE
By John Welham, Warden Essex
< communications@essexwt.org.uk -

Our volunteer group had to cancel some work party sessions recently due to bad
weather which is why it is a surprise that we still don’t have our normal water levels
at Aubrey Buxton. By this time of year in the reserve, we would normally expect to
see not only the permanent ponds full of water but also the numerous temporary
ponds that typically fill during winter and generally stay full through spring,
gradually drying out in summer. However, despite the significant levels of rain that
we received in January we don’t yet have nearly the normal levels of water in the
reserve. This is perhaps due to our changing climate.

According to the Met Office 2025 was the warmest and sunniest year on record in
the UK. Also, four of the last five years now appear in the top five warmest years
since 1884.

We do need the temporary ponds to fill because these are the favoured locations
for the frogs and toads to mate and produce their young. Why do they choose the
temporary ponds over the permanent ponds | hear you ask? Well, they are a safer
habitat to breed in. Because they dry out in the summer, they aren’t good habitats
for many of the predators that eat frogspawn and tadpoles such as dragonfly lava
and diving beetles and their lava.

So as much as we moan about the rain, the frogs and toads will appreciate it.
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All ypes of double glazing repairs,

mainlenance & indallations, including emergency
caliouls. Al replocegiaze.com we provide a repulable,

Double glazing inddllations, Patio door wheels
repairs & mainlenance Door adjudments
Aluminium, composile & lubrication

& uPVC installations Aluminium bifolding doors
Windows & door handies Composile doors

Llocks & hinges Aluminium/uPVC rool lanlems

Mistied uniks

101279 282997 01371 701000

info@replacegloze.com =) www.replaceglaze.com

replaceglaze
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GETTING READY FOR
EASTER

Come as a family for an Easter activity

morning!

10:00-12:00
ELSENHAM VILLAGE
HALL, CM22 6DD heuchurch.org

March 2026
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JOHN COLEBY

Experienced Interior and Exterior Decorator

For a friendly, reliable service please telephone
01279 815510 or 0793 9070818
for a free estimate

The new home of Elsenham
News. Simply put your mobile
phone camera over this QR
code and follow the link.

CAMWOOD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Kitchens « Bathrooms
Electrics * Conversions
Fully Qualified Experienced Tradesmen
All other aspects of building
Get in touch today for a free estimate
Office: 01279 814296 Mobile: 07714 300920
Email: camwoodhome@outlook.com
www.camwoodhome.co.uk

( Ol camwoodhome - -:o,,:'{:\
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CELEBRATIONS, FUND RAISING & VOLUNTEERS
773750

StClare
Hospice

‘Happy, Tired and Traumatised in the Best Way’:
British Offsite’s Shaun Weston Reaches South Pole
and Raises Over £100,000 for St Clare Hospice

At the start of this January, Shaun Weston, Managing Director of British
Offsite Ltd, embarked on The Last Degree Challenge - a seven-day,
100km ski expedition across one of the most extreme environments on
the planet. His mission: to reach the Geographic South Pole in support
of St Clare Hospice.

After Shaun and his team reached the starting point of the Last Degree -
the final 60 nautical miles (roughly 111 km) separating 89° South from
the very bottom of the Earth - his toughest stretch began. From there,
Shaun skied the entire distance, towing a supply-laden sled through
-20°C conditions and pushing himself harder than ever before, ultimately
completing the challenge with a triumphant arrival at the South Pole.

Speaking about the experience, Shaun Weston said: ‘I'm feeling happy,
tired, and traumatised in the best way after completing The Last Degree
Challenge. It's been the culmination of nearly two years of planning and
prep work. I've directed a huge amount of time and energy into the pro-
ject and I'm tremendously happy to have supported St Clare Hospice
this way. The South Pole is exactly what you would imagine: a vast,
wide, barren wilderness — and cold! Temperatures were between —25°C
and —35°C. But | felt a great sense of elation when | finally reached the
pole and raised St Clare Hospice’s flag. They do such great work, and
the care they provide is something people naturally don’t tend to think
about until they or their families and loved ones need it.

My association with the hospice goes back many years. My father and
his business has worked with St Clare for around 25 years, and a very
close friend of his was a patient there. Because of that connection, I've
worked with the hospice for probably 12 to 15 years myself. Over time,
you realise how many people you know end up being cared for or
supported by them.

Continued on page 35
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ﬂ Elsenham Tots & Toddlers 53'

We meet in the Memorial Hall on Elsenham Playing Field %

Wednesdays at 9.45am to 11.30am (Term Time only)

All are welcome - Mums to be, babies & toddlers up to Syears - with
mum or dad, grandparent or carer

S
(‘f We have a very safe and friendly environment in which to play

*f and have fun

Drop in for a chat and a coffee - Your first week is free

Then it's £3 per adult & first child,
50p per additional child over 12 months

Please message Dawn on 07944 841358 for more “

information
<
é m Elsenham Tots and Toddler Group

f

%
%‘b

%

GARRETTS GARAGE SERVICES %

42 Golds Business Park, Elsenham

Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM22 6JX

*Mechanical Repairs  *M.O.T.’s - Catalyst MODERN WELL
& Diesel Tested MAINTAINED

*Servicing
T *E.H.D.C. - Authorised = WORKSHOP
IR Hackney Carriage
*Engine Tuning Testers
. ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE
+Computer Diagnosis  *Batteries
o P *FREE COLLECTION AND*
*Windscreen Repairs - *Exhausts *DELIVERY SERVICE*

TEL: 01279 647777 FAX 01279 817622
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Continued from page 33

Having worked with the team, it’s the people who operate the hospice
that I've also built up a connection with over the years. They’re fantastic
individuals who show up night and day. The Hospice at Home nurses
are up at all hours providing support and comfort — it's a phenomenal
service.’

Shaun’s commitment to St Clare extends far beyond this challenge.
Throughout 2025, he took on a remarkable lineup of fundraising events
- from a family fun walk and charity golf day to a boxing spar-a-thon, a
gala dinner, and even taking on the Yorkshire Three Peaks. So far, his
efforts have raised an astounding £113,000 for the hospice. This could
go towards covering the cost of 518 nights of specialist care for families
caring for a loved one at home at the end of their life.

You can still continue to support Shaun and the hospice by donating to
his Just Giving page: Shaun Weston is fundraising for St Clare Hospice
(Hastingwood)

StClare
Hospice
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

=74

Incised benchmark on milestone 32 nort
of Stansted Mountfitchett

Triagulation pillar on Newport—Wicken
Bonhunt boundary
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
By Ken McDonald, Secretary
B www. hundredparishes.org.uk

Now that Spring is on its way, the weather should encourage us
to make more use of bridleways and footpaths. Around 150
walk descriptions are available to download free from our website,
www.hundredparishes.org.uk. As well as saying when to turn left or right, our route
descriptions aim to point out things of interest along the way. Some of these will be
marked on the local Ordnance Survey map.

Ordnance Survey (“OS”) has been the UK’s official mapping body since 1791 AD,
having originated for military purposes. Its activities have left various physical
markers which may still be encountered, albeit that mapping techniques have
moved forward in recent times with the satellite-based GPS (global positioning
system).

The two historic OS markers that are most likely to be encountered are
“triangulation pillars” and “benchmarks”.

Several thousand triangulation pillars (also referred to as trig points) were installed
all over the UK - solid concrete pillars about 4 feet tall, usually erected at a high
point with a clear range of vision. Each has a place on top for positioning a map
measurer’s tool, a theodolite. The pillar’s location and height above sea level have
been precisely measured and recorded so that from here the map-maker can plot
the surrounding landscape. A Triangulation Pillar on the Newport - Wicken Bonhunt
boundary can be found at Grid Reference TL501348 (see photo). Another example
is the Triangulation Pillar in Castle Camps at Grid Reference TL625416.

OS surveyors also left “benchmarks” in thousands of strategic locations. These are
additional altitude reference points, a horizontal line indicating height above sea
level, chiselled into a wall or milestone from around 1840 until the 1990s. The
benchmark was sometimes indicated on a brass plaque attached at the
appropriate height. On OS benchmarks, the horizontal line appears above an
upward-pointing arrow. An incised benchmark can be found on milestone 32 north
of Stansted Mountfitchet (see photo) and there is an incised benchmark on
milestone 40 south of Littlebury.

There is a metal benchmark plate on Clavering Church wall (see photo).

Please look out for trig points and benchmarks. If they are on a Hundred Parishes
walk route but not yet mentioned in the description, please let us know.

The Hundred Parishes is 450 square miles of northwest Essex, northeast Hertfordshire and southern
Cambridgeshire that is largely unspoilt and is richly endowed with many fine examples of
agricultural and built heritage The area has shared a common history which shaped and preserved
its distinctive landscape of small and medium-sized farms linked by winding lanes and ancient rights
of way to hamlets, villages and then to small market towns. For more information visit
www.hundredparishes.org.uk.
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“www.ellabellabeauty.co.uk

Ella @e[[a 'A

Nails [|

Builder Gel - Builder Gel

"'

Extensions - Gel Polish o
Facial Treatments 2 0 O F F
Dermaplaning - Microneedling - o

Chemical Peels - Hydro-Gen - Introductory
Led Light Therapy etc... Your First Treatment

(Facials can be customised to Limited Time

your needs)

/\ | /N /

Hall Close Henham, CM22 6AU . " Tel: 07525 475954 Insta:ellabellabeautyuk

' Pike’s Plumbing & Heating
O Whether you’re looking for a plumber or heating

P engineer, Pike’s Plumbing & Heating can help.

If it’s an emergency, simple problem or you’re just thinking
about a new boiler or bathroom give me a call — I’'m available
when you need me 24/7. Now’s a good time to think about
servicing your boiler too and make sure you’re not left out in
the cold! No Call-Out Charges & Free Quotations

Tel: 07889 140035 Craig Pike
Email: info@pikesph.co.uk Property PIL{;’;;t;;Hg;}
Web: www.pikesph.co.uk ol 15 [ <
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ELSENHAM BowLs AND SociAL CLUB
B www.elsenhambc.org.uk
By David Thomas

Those of you who read this article regularly will know that there
is always something happening at the Elsenham Bowls & Social
Club. We have social activities throughout the year and bowls
from late April to September. To make this happen there are a
team of volunteers who make sure that the club runs smoothly. They do
everything from positioning tables and chairs for activities in the club house
through to the seven days a week 52 weeks a year care of the green in preparation
for the bowling season. If you are interested in helping, please get in touch or join
us on a Wednesday morning when our maintenance team meet to work on the
club.

If you walked past the club during February, you may have wondered why there
was scaffolding up in front of the building. We are very pleased to have had solar
electric (PV) panels installed on the clubhouse roof. Although the project will
reduce our electricity bills, more importantly it will reduce our carbon footprint by an
estimated 2.5 tonnes a year, or the equivalent of planting over 100 trees. This
project is part-funded by the UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity
Fund. Our thanks go to all who have been involved in making this project possible,
including the support we have had from Uttlesford District Council.

We have a Race Night on March 28. Sponsorship for races and some horses is still
available. If you would like to name a race or have the thrill of your horse winning,
please contact Trevor on 7 07445 437437 for more information. There are no
tickets for the event, just an entry fee of £2 per member or £3 for non-members.
We look forward to seeing you on the night.

The llIford Magic Circle will be joining us on May 6 for a charity night raising funds
on behalf of the Air Ambulance. This is a very different evening which will include
close up magic tricks and a full show provided by their members. We are grateful
to the liford Magic Circle for providing this unusual and rare evening of
entertainment. Please book your place early before they disappear! Tickets are
available now at £8 for members and £13 for non-members. Availability is limited,
so please call Trevor on 7 07445 437437 to secure your ticket.

Regular bingo sessions continue at 7:00 for 7:30 on March 7 and 21 plus April 4
and 18 .

As always, our Friday social evening continues throughout the year, from 7pm.
There is also short mat on a Monday afternoon plus crib and darts during the week.

For full details about Elsenham Bowls Club including membership and our opening
times please see our website.
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Est 1892
Always here when you need us...

¢ Arrangements in the comfort of your own
home, if preferred

e Private Chapel of Rest
e Pre-paid funeral planning services

e Traditional & contemporary funerals to suit
your wishes

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD www.drobinson.co.uk
01279 655477

HORTICULTURAL GRIT ATER SOFTEN. ER
COLOURED GRAVELS SALT TABLETS 25kg

PEEBLES COBELES £14 EACH £62.50 for 5 |7

SEED & CUTTING C OMPOST
25 Litre Bag
£5.25 EACH 3 For £13.50

COUNTRY VALUE SEEDS YEGETABLE PLANTS J

Most 99p per PACKET A o T
Mr I'nthqrgllls Seods HERBACEQUS
Buy 5 Packs get Cheapost Froe HERBS
ROSES
OPENfSamto5 pm SHRUES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY[CLOSED SUNDAYS) POND PLANTS
MOLEHILL GREEN ROAD AQUATIC COMPOST
W] EROXTED DUNMOW ESSEX CM6 ZBW | GODWIN COMPOST
012379 850771 WILD BIRD FOOD
SUNDRIES

REREEREERRRRERRERRERERRRRRERERRY
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STANSTED HALL & ELSENHAM CRICKET CLUB
By David Brown

831011

B david1.r.orown@gmail.com

OPEN DAY

Stansted Hall & Elsenham Cricket Club are holding an Open Day on Sunday April
26. Please come and join us.

You will be offered a cup of tea, some light refreshments and a look around our
beautiful ground and facilities. A match will be in progress providing the weather is
kind to us. Please arrive between 3pm and 5pm and you will be shown around by
one of our members. We are hidden away on the road between Stansted and
Elsenham, postcode CM24 8ST. You could be looking for a new club, your child is
considering playing cricket (we take children from the age of 5 years), or you may
live in the village and have not visited us before, just pop along.

We are a hidden gem.

FrROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral:
On February 12 at Cam Valley Crematorium, Jeremy Christopher Platt, aged 88
years, formerly of Crow Street, Henham.

Burial of Ashes:
On February 9 in Henham Cemetery, Sheila Mulhall.

Enquiries about thanksgivings, baptisms, weddings and funerals should be made
in the first instance to Anna Hicks at the Church Office.

Church Contact Telephone Numbers, E-Mail and Web-Site Addresses

01279 850480
Vicar Rev. Louis Wilson
louis.wilson@heuchurch.co.uk

Curate petetibbott@heuchurch.co.uk Pete Tibbott

Church Office 01,279 814285 Anna Hicks
office@heuchurch.co.uk

Church website  |https://heuchurch.org
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D BONNEY & SONS MANUDEN
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS

MOT TESTING

ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES SERVICED INCLUDING FOUR WHEEL
DRIVES

TRW BRAKE CENTRE
DIAGNOSTIC AND FAULT FINDING
WELDING AND CHASSIS REPAIRS

SELECTION OF USED CARS
CALOR GAS STOCKIST

WE HELP YOU THE MOTORIST WITH A CHEAPER LABOUR RATE
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IN LOCAL AREA

PLEASE RING: MALC, NEIL OR CRAIG
& 01279 813315 OR 7 01279 815946

CARPETS2 U

Carpet, laminate, Lvt, vinyl, karndean
All types of flooring done

The best for less

Latex floor levelling, plyboarding preparation
Old uplifted and disposed of
Plenty of choice brought to your home

I try to give the best quality for your budget.
30 years’ experience

Steve 07939 739845
Carpets2u@icloud.com
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A Book IN TIME BY MARK STIBBE
Reviewed by Marion Giles for Elsenham Book Group

‘Winner of the prestigious 2020 Page Turner Awards, A Book in
Time is a truly enchanting work of magical realism by “a hugely

publishers, agents, and literary judges alike as “visionary”,
“ambitious”, “magical’, “unique,” “refreshing”. You will never have
read anything like it before. And if you’re a lover of books, or you
work in a profession to do with books, you will be hooked from the
first sentence. A Book in Time is really a love story about a book’s longing over
two centuries for the mother who bore it. Adopted by many different owners —
some loving, others unscrupulous — this book longs to be reunited with an elderly
author who cherished it as if it was her only child. As the book passes through
many hands, it observes not only the way people treat it, but each other, and in
all of this, its mother’s love sets the high standard against which everything is
lovingly judged. ..." So says the blurb on the back of the book.

The Amazon Al says: Customers find this book to be a fascinating story
woven with historical elements, with one review noting it's full of historical and
geographical references. Moreover, the writing style is well-crafted, and
customers describe it as a beautiful read. Additionally, they appreciate the
love story element, with one review highlighting how it intertwines history and
romance, while another mentions how it challenges preconceptions.

This was the choice of the book group this month. A poor reaction from us.

Apparently, the author — Mark Stibbe — completed the search for his own mother
after finishing this novel. Having been adopted in 1960, and having never met or
known his birth mother, Mark met her for the first time at the end of 2021, shortly
before she died. So, the reviews suggest there is more than a hint of Mark’s own
search in the book’s quest for its author. Perhaps it would have been better if he
had kept that apart from this novel as it is a most confusing read.

Essentially the book, authored by Emily Swanson is a first-edition beautifully-
bound book of poetry with illustrations by William Blake. On her death, she
bequeaths the book to someone who was kind to her. From there, the book is
passed from person to person, some of whom are notable characters in history.
As the book is so valuable, there is also the risk of it falling into the wrong hands
so people try to protect it. Mark Stibbe has obviously researched thoroughly to
set these events in accurate timelines and contexts. However, the passing of the
book from person to person is contrived and clumsy and a bit silly in places.

The story is told through the ‘eyes’ of the book, which is an interesting premise
and there have been other novels narrated from a strange point of view. He has
given the ‘book’ the ability to see, hear and feel emotion and events but the
book’s constant yearning for its ‘mother’ detracts and spoils the novel. The
ending of the story is quite ridiculous and defies description.
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are very proud of our Nursery setting nestied In
village of Henham, we follow the ‘curfosity approach’ to
% leaming. Glving the chiidren the opportunity to explore, é

question, Investigate and be curfous about the world
around them.

To find out more, come and see us In pigy and have a
chat. &
£ &
<5 @«\
Ay, o
GMON-FVJ‘«'
Pleagse contact the

school Office: 01279-
8350213 to book a tour.
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COOKERY CORNER
By Sue Johnson 812704

This is a quick and easy recipe which will keep the whole
family happy!

DANISH RISOTTO (serves 4)

900ml (30fl oz) chicken stock

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
3009 (110z) long grain rice

1 tablespoon sunflower oil

225¢g (80z) lean bacon, chopped

6 pork sausages, chopped

1 large onion, sliced

1259 (40z) button mushrooms, halved
1 red and 1 green pepper, sliced

You will need a large flameproof lidded casserole pan for the rice and a
deep-frying or sauté pan for the bacon and sausage mixture.

Pour the stock and Worcestershire sauce into the casserole pan and bring to the
boil. Add the rice. Cover and simmer for 25-30 minutes or until all the liquid has
been absorbed and the rice is cooked.

While the rice is cooking, heat the oil in the frying pan, add the bacon, sausages
and onion. Fry until brown over a moderate heat. Add the mushrooms and

peppers.

Cook for a further 5 minutes until all the ingredients are tender.

Place the cooked rice on to a large warmed serving dish. Add the bacon mixture
and toss gently to combine all the ingredients.

CHEF’S RECOMMENDATIONS: Serve with a green salad. You could use risotto
rice. Or try making with brown basmati rice, equally delicious!

World Day of Prayer March 6 2026 - By Felicity Savage

World Day of Prayer is a global service held on the first Friday of March each year
in more than 120 countries starting in Samoa and finishing 38 hours later in
American Samoa. Join with people from Henham, Elsenham and Ugley churches
at 2.00pm on Friday, 6" March in the New Hall at Henham Church for an informal
service followed by refreshments. Each year the service is prepared by Christian
women from a different country. This year the women of Nigeria have prepared a
service with the theme “I will give you rest, come” based on Matthew 11:28-30. The
service speaks to our need for peace and solace, drawing on their faith and
experiences in a world filled with struggles and anxieties.

Everyone is welcome.
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Editorial Information

Articles

The last day for editors to receive articles,
advertising and letters, which must contain
the author's name and address (which may
be withheld), is the 12" of each month.

Articles should ideally consist of a half page
of A5 or a full page of A5. Articles over these
sizes or letters containing more than 500
words may be edited depending on space.

Copy submitted after the 12" may not be
accepted but will, if deemed appropriate,
be held over to the next month. We are
happy to receive hand written articles which
ideally should reach us earlier than the 12"
to allow for scanning etc.

Dates for the Diary must include date,
event, venue and time.

Please submit all articles, adverts, letters
and queries to the editorial team at:
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

General Notes

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that
information is correct, the editorial team
cannot be held responsible for any
inconvenience caused through errors or
omissions.

The views expressed within this magazine
are not necessarily the views of the editorial
team or Elsenham Community Association
(ECA).

The editors and the ECA can accept no
responsibility for the goods or services
advertised in the magazine. Advertisements
are included in good faith. The editors
reserve the right to allow replies

to letters/articles to be made in the same
edition when appropriate.

The editors’ decision is final.
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Wanted/For Sale items: individuals may
submit short details of items wanted or for
sale etc at no charge. These will be
included in the next available issue of the
magazine subject to space and acceptance
by the editors.

Subscriptions

Elsenham News is available online on the
ECA Website. Contact
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising
The costs are as follows:

Single Annual Cost
Insertion (11 issues)
Quarter Page £3.00 £25.00
Half Page £7.00 £45.00
Inside Page £12.00 £100.00
Back Page Contact us

Village organisations attract reduced rates
for adverts depending on number of
insertions required. Please contact us to
discuss.

To place an advertisement:

If you have any queries, please email us.
Please send your advert as Word or
Publisher via email to:
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising Editor: TBA

Business Advertising
Cheques should be made payable to
“Elsenham Community Association”.

Editorial Team: Gary Williams
Emma Bailey
Marion Giles
Patricia Davis
Anne White

Angie Wenlock

Previous issues of Elsenham News are
available on the ECA Website

www.ElsenhamCommunityAssociation.org.uk
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UpPcoMING EVENTS

Stansted Hall & Elsenham Cricket Club Open Day April 26
Magic Circle at the Bowls & Social Club May 6
Elsenham Flower Show Society Plant Sale May 16

VILLAGE CONTACTS

Airport Roadside Parking 0800 731 2385
Beavers 1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com

Bowls Club Therese Clear 07759 158859
Brownies elsenhambrownies@gmail.com

Church Office (Old Frank’s, High St, Elsenham) Anna Hicks 814285
County Councillor (Stansted) Ray Gooding 813103
Cricket Club David Brown 831011
Cub Scouts 1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com

ECA (Chair) Sue Waite 07956 899326
ECA (Secretary) Chris Richardson 07940 465627
ECA Website www.ElsenhamCommunityAssociation.org.uk
Elsenham Eagles elsenham.action@btinternet.com

Elsenham Farmers Market elsenhamfarmersmarket@gmail.com
Elsenham Surgery www.elsenhamsurgery.nhs.uk 814730
Elsenham C of E Primary School Linda Todd Headteacher 813198
Elsenham Church PCC Secretary David Hill 812397
Elsenham Rights of Way website www.e-voice.org.uk/erowos/

Friends of Elsenham School (FOES) Louise Judd foespta@hotmail.com
Henham & District Garden Society Moyra Jackson 647351
History Society Mike Rea evhs12@hotmail.co.uk 813634
Member of Parliament Kemi Badenoch 0207 219 5214

Memorial Hall Bookings
www.elsenhamcommunityassociation.org.uk/hiring-elsenham-memorial-hall
Parish Clerk - Fiona Gardiner parishclerk@elsenham-pc.gov.uk

07456 791727

Elsenham Parish Council Website www.elsenham-pc.gov.uk

Police 101
Post Office 812175
Rainbows elsenhamrainbows@gmail.com

Scouts 1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com

St Mary’s Fabric Fund Elizabeth Barker 813543
Tennis Club Petra Studholme 814667
Tots & Toddlers Dawn Temple 07944 841358
Uttlesford District Councillors Petrina Lees 07713 074656
(for Elsenham & Henham) Bianca Donald 07941 880279
Village Hall Bookings elsenhamvillagehall@gmail.com

Womens Institute Secretary Gill Hathaway 813385
Youth Football Club (Chairman) Ricky Lambourne info@elsenhamyfc.co.uk

If you would like your village organisation contact to appear regularly in the
magazine, please contact one of the editors, see opposite for details.
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THERE'S SO MUCH TO DO AT GWS!
Y TOPTRACER RANGE

ADVENTURE GOLF,
FOOTGOLF, LESSONS,
GYM, EVENTS,
9-HOLES & MORE!

NOW OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT FRIDAY'S & SATURDAY'S!
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