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Sat 1 & 15  Bingo     Bowls & Social Club 7 for 7.30pm 

Mon 3   Parish Council Meeting  Memorial Hall 7.45pm 

Tues 4  Henham & District Garden Soc. Memorial Hall 2 for 2.30pm 

Tues 4 & 18  Elsenham Community Choir  Village Hall 7pm 

Mon 10  Natter Night    The Crown 7.30pm 

Tues 11 & 25 Life Drawing    Village Hall 7.30pm  

Fri  14 & 28  Church Lunch Club  Memorial Hall 12.30pm  

Thurs 20  WI     Memorial Hall 7.45pm 

Sat 22  Famersô Market   Village Hall 12.30 - 2.30pm 

Mon 24  Elsenham Eagles   The Crown 7.30pm  

Thurs 28  Gong Baths    Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 

Elsenham Village Regular Monthly or Quarterly Activities 
 

Parish Council 1st Monday of month  7.45pm (excl. Bank Holidays) Memorial Hall 

Natter Night 2nd Monday of month 7.30pm (contact organisers for venue) 

Elsenham EAGLES 4th Monday of month 7.30-9pm (contact organisers for venue) 

Henham & District Garden Soc. 1st Tuesday of month 2 for 2.30pm Memorial Hall  

Community Choir 1st & 3rd Tuesday of month 7- 8.30pm Village Hall  

Life Drawing 2nd and 4th Tuesday of month 7.30 - 9.30pm Village Hall  

Village History Society 2nd Wednesday of month quarterly 7.45pm Memorial Hall  

Womenôs Institute 3rd Thursday of month 7.45pm Memorial Hall 

Gong Baths 4th Thursday of month 7.30pm Memorial Hall 

Church Lunch Club 2nd & 4th Friday of month 12.30pm Memorial Hall 

Elsenham Farmersô Market last Saturday of month 12.30 - 2.30pm Village Hall 

Mobile Library ** new day** 
Every third Saturday stopping at Glebe End  

9.30am to 10am   Next visit:  8 February and 1 March 

February 2025 diary 
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Elsenham Village Regular Weekly Activities 

Day Time Activity Location 

Monday 

9.30-10.30am Zumba Memorial Hall   

10.30-11.30am Health walk Start at De Mandeville Green 

4-4.30pm Rascals (3-4yrs) Memorial Hall (term time) 

4.30-5.30pm Rascals (5-7yrs) Memorial Hall (term time) 

5.30-7pm Rascals (8-12yrs) Memorial Hall (term time) 

7-7.45pm Pilates Elsenham Village Hall 

7.30-8.30pm Shape to the beat Memorial Hall (not 1st Monday) 

Tuesday 

9.30-10.15am Touchpoint Food Share Bowls & Social Club 

9.30-11.30am Village Caf® Coffee Memorial Hall  

4.45-5.45pm Rainbows Memorial Hall (term-time)  

4.45-5.45pm Beavers  Ugley Village Hall (term-time) 

6-7.15pm Cubs (Wolf Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time) 

6-7.30pm Brownies Memorial Hall (term-time)  

7.30-10.30pm Tennis Club night Tennis Courts 

8pm Fitness Yoga/Pilates Memorial Hall 

Wednesday  

9.45-11.30am Tots & Toddlers Memorial Hall (after half-term)  

5.30-7pm Slimming World Memorial Hall 

7-9pm Scouts Ugley Village Hall (term-time) 

  7.30pm Aerobics Elsenham Village Hall 

Thursday 6-7.15pm Cubs (Bear Pack) Ugley Village Hall (term-time) 

  6.45-7.45pm Jump Fit Elsenham Village Hall 

Friday 10-11am Little Fishes Memorial Hall (term-time)  

Saturday 8.15am-1pm Tarte au Citroen Playing Field 

  9-10am Dance Scene Memorial Hall 

  9am-12pm 
Youth boys & girls 
football 

Playing Field 

  8.45-9.30am Little Kickers Mighty Village Hall (term time) 

  9.35-10.20am Little Kickers Junior Village Hall (term time) 
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New Classes Every Saturday 
morning Elsenham Memorial Hall 

 
hpc (State Registered) 

Chiropodist 
CH09088 

 

Home Visiting Practice 
 

Mrs. Julie Golden  
Est. 1994 

01279 873492 
 

 A professional service at a 
competitive rate 

¶ Table Tops 
¶ Shelves 
¶ Emergency Glazing 
¶ Replacement Misted Double 
Glazing 

¶ Greenhouse Glass 

¶ Cat and Dog Flaps Fitted 
¶ Splash Backs ï Any Colour 
¶ Glass Cut To Size 
¶ Emergency Boarding 
¶ Safety Glass 
¶ Mirrors 

Elsenham ï Great Dunmow ï Bishops Stortford - Stansted 

LOCAL COMPANY ï GREAT PRICES  ï  RELIABLE  
PROMPT SERVICE 

Double Glazed Units ï SAME DAY 
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Book review    39 

T  N  R 
From The Editors 
 
 
 
OK itôs February already but the front cover says Happy New 
Year! Please allow us our little indulgence as this is the first 
issue of the year. 
 
This is a much smaller issue than usual, it seems a lot of our contributors are still in 
hibernation! We look forward to welcoming them back in the next issue. 
 
Sadly, as you may be aware, the Crown has now closed. We will bring you any 
news as and when we have it. Hopefully Elsenham will have a thriving pub once 
again in the very near future. 
 
Itôs a new year and we face it with the same ongoing challenges faced by many 
local publications up and down the country. Our community is growing, costs are 
rising, revenue intake is limited and so on. All these issues mean we must, once 
again, review the future and how we reach all residents of Elsenham. We will 
provide more detail of this review in coming issues. 
 
One thing for sure, we at Elsenham News will continue to do our best to provide 
you with as much information on events and clubs and associations as we can. We 
hope you use the information to enjoy all the village has to offer. 
 
So, Happy New Year! 
 
 
Did you know that Elsenham News is available on the 
ECA Website 
 
www.elsenhamcommunityassociation.org.uk 

http://www.elsenhamcommunityassociation.org.uk/
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THINKING OF SELLING OR 

RENTING YOUR PROPERTY?   

Please call either of us to find out 
how we can help make your move 
a whole new experience!Ш 

Nicola 07909 548028  
Jacqui 07956 513238  

GLYNNôS  
CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

Est. 1995 

VACUUM AND 
BRUSH 

NACS MEMBERS 
HETAS APPROVED 

01279 424983 
www.glynnschimneysweeps.com 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
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E  C  A   
By Allan Hathaway, ECA Chairman  
 

Memorial Hall Heating & Lighting 
 

Elsenham Community Association is pleased to announce that, following the award 
of Ã10,000 to upgrade the heating and lighting in the Memorial Hall, all the lighting 
has been replaced by energy efficient LED lights. The storage heaters have been 
removed and 10 - ARC infra-red heaters (similar to those put in the Toilets in 2023) 
have been installed. Our thanks to Jarvis Electrics who efficiently completed the 
work. 
 
This project is part-funded by the UK Government through the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. Grants such as these supplement income from hall hire and 
fundraising such as the Fete, which enables us to maintain and improve the hall. 
 
Our AGM is in the Memorial Hall on Thursday 13th March. All are welcome to 
come along and hear about us or join in with the work of the ECA. 

E  P  C  J  2025 
By Louise Johnson, Clerk.  * louise.epc@gmail.com  ' 07456 791727 
 
 
The Parish Council held its first meeting of 2025 on a Wednesday, not on the usual 
first Monday of the month. This was due to the Memorial Hall having a new heating 
system installed, which wasnôt up and running on the Monday. 
 
Most of the meeting was taken up with discussing budgets for the next financial 
year, which starts on 1 April 2025, and then agreeing a precept for 2025/26. 
 
Budgets were set for the playing field, flowerbeds, allotments, open spaces, village 
general and more. Funds were added to ear-marked reserves to help accumulate 
funds for large expenditures that may arise in the future, such as the pond and 
access road in Tye Green and resurfacing the road and car parks in the playing 
field.  
 
 A budget for a PCSO of Ã6,000 was accounted for in the budgets. However, more 
information on hours and costs is required before the Parish Council will vote on 
whether to use the Ã6,000 to part fund a PCSO.  
 
The Full Council voted unanimously for a precept for 2025/26 of Ã170,000. 
Although this is Ã20,000 extra than last yearôs, because of the extra housing in the 
village, it represents a small decrease for a Band D household.  

The next Parish Council meeting will return to the first Monday on February 3, in 
the Memorial Hall. 
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Block paving specialists. Black and 
red tarmac. Hand and machine laid 
tarmac. Turfing and fencing.  
Residential and commercial.  

All work guaranteed. Free estimates. 

'  01992 450356 

'  07961 882027 

*  tdmaintenance@btinternet.com 

www.tdms-driveways.com 

Weddings  ï  Parties  ï  School Proms  ï  Wakes  ï  Dinner & Dances  ï  
Corporate Events 
 
We are a family run 16th century barn, and we can accommodate up to 250. 
 
Using this code BURY10 you will receive 10% off any booking made from this  
advert. 
 
Email: teresa@burylodge.com 
Tel: 07741845201 / 01279 816737 
Bury Lodge Lane,  Stansted,  CM24 8QE 

 

   LOGS     LOGS     LOGS  
¶ Well seasoned hard wood 
¶ Transit load / bulk builder 

bag 

¶ Cut to fire size  
 

Call today ' 01279 718555   
Or email *    dar13@mail.com 

mailto:teresa@burylodge.com
mailto:Dar13@mail.com
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D  D 
By Graham Mott ' 812516  * motts@grahammott.plus.com 
 
Uttlesford District Council continues to be ódesignatedô by Government for 
major applications, following the decision that too many of the Councilôs 
refusals of planning approval were being overturned at appeal. Developers now 
have the choice of either submitting their applications to UDC in the usual way, or 
applying direct to the Planning Inspectorate through the óS62Aô procedure. 
 
Two recent decisions show very clearly that the S62A route, like much else in the 
planning system, can be heavily loaded in favour of developers. An outline 
application for 50 homes to the south of Bedwell Road was refused by UDCôs 
Planning Committee in June 2022 because of noise from the nearby M11. It was 
allowed at appeal in July 2023. The developers decided to take the S62A option for 
their detailed application, no doubt anticipating that the Planning Committee would 
be no more favourable to the second application than they were to the first. The 
S62A application was published on 8 July 2024, with written representations to be 
made by 6 August. There was no Hearing. The decision was issued 16 weeks later, 
on 27 November, and amounts to nine pages. That gives an average return of 1.7 
recurring pages per week, a low rate of productivity which could support the 
Governmentôs contention that the planning process is ripe for improvement. 
 
Why the long delay? The Inspector allowed the developers repeated efforts to 
submit something which was even marginally acceptable, in view of the noise 
factor. At one point, he asked them whether it was OK with them if he deferred his 
decision in order to allow them more time to respond, and unsurprisingly they said 
óyes, thatôs a great ideaô. There was no chance for anyone else to give their views 
over this protracted period. It seems the Inspector was determined to view the 
application in as favourable a light as possible. He eventually approved a shocking 
design, with a three-storey block of óaffordableô flats on the side towards the 
motorway, intended to act as a buffer against noise for the benefit of the more 
affluent  householders in the two-storey houses. 
 
There has been uncertainty regarding the field bounded to the north by Rush Lane 
and to the east by Robin Hood Road, with outline applications agreed allowing 
access from both locations. However, apparently Robin Hood Road has the nod, 
with a detailed application submitted. There is much which is objectionable, not 
least that the outline application was made through the S62A procedure, and the 
Inspector knocked out any contributions towards health, education, or the new 
Community Centre. The affordable homes are very obviously clustered together 
alongside the railway, whereas UDC policy expects them to be dispersed 
throughout the site. The visitor parking is not distributed around the site either. Four
-bedroom houses have the stipulated three parking spaces, but they are triple-
tandem, one behind the other. Pedestrian access is poor, with one footpath running 
through the childrenôs play area. Moreover, some issues previously raised are . . . 
 
But Iôve run out of space. 
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CARPETS 2 U 

 

Carpet, laminate, Lvt, vinyl, karndean 
All types of flooring done 

 

The best for less 
 

Latex floor levelling, plyboarding preparation 
Old uplifted and disposed of 

Plenty of choice brought to your home 
 

I try to give the best quality for your budget. 
30 yearsô experience  

 
Steve 07939739845 
Carpets2u@icloud.com 
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E  V  H  S 
By Mike Rea, Secretary ' 813634  * evhs12@hotmail.co.uk 
: www.elsenham-history.co.uk 
 
As we enter the New Year I was reflecting on recent changes to the 
village and as we welcome new residents to Elsenham, I 
remembered that Elsenham was not always Elsenham! 
 
How so you might ask? The first mention of Elsenham was in the Domesday Book 
in 1086 when it was known as Alsenham. The next recorded instance of the village 
name occurred around 1250 when it was known as Elseneham. Between then and 
the end of the 13th century, it was known variously as Helseneham, Elsinham, 
Elselham or Ellesham and Elsingham. In the latter part of the 14th century the 
name had become Elsynham by Thremenhale which by 1420 became Elsyngham. 
By the turn of the 15th century and into the 16th the name changed again 
becoming in turn Ilsyngham, Islyngham, Hellysnam, Ellisnam and by 1540 
Ellysnam. There are few recorded instances of the village name after that until 
1817 when during the trial of the Elsenham Gang at Chelmsford Assizes, they 
were reported as coming from Elseningham! Sometime between then and the start 
of the 20th century the modern spelling was adopted and has not changed since. 
 
The best theory for the difference in names lies with the clergy. Until the 19th 
century it was likely that the only educated person in a rural village was the 
Reverend and it was very often personal preference, and bad spelling, that dictated 
how a place name was recorded in the parish records. Oh, and why Elsenham? 
From, we believe, the ham or hamlet of Elesa or Elsa, thought to be a Saxon 
Noblewoman. 
 
Whatever the name may have been, we welcome all our new arrivals to modern 
day Elsenham and look forward to meeting you at one of the many Clubs and 
Societies in the village. 
 
Our Chairman Ray Franklin in his Reflections this month features the village 
schooldays of our Founder, Gordon Barker. Gordonôs anecdotes and many others 
are to be found in our ñHistory of Elsenham Schoolò that  we published in 2013 to 
mark the 150th anniversary of the founding of the school. If you would like to know 
more about the Village School, copies of the book are still available at just Ã2.00. 
Contact us via the website, e-mail or telephone as listed above. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th March at 8pm in the Memorial 
Hall and will include our AGM. The speaker for the evening will be our Chairman 
Ray Franklin who, in his own inimitable style will tell the story of St Maryôs Church. 
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings for a very modest two pounds but 
even better, membership still costs just five pounds for a full years meetings. A 
bargain! 

Are you replying to an advert in the magazine? 
Please remember to say where you saw it as it helps keep the magazine going. 
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Pikeôs Plumbing & Heating 

 
Whether youôre looking for a plumber or heating  

engineer, Pikeôs Plumbing & Heating can help. 

If itôs an emergency, simple problem or youôre just thinking 

about a new boiler or bathroom give me a call ï Iôm available 

when you need me 24/7.   Nowôs a good time to think about 

servicing your boiler too and make sure youôre not left out in 

the cold!      No Call-Out Charges & Free Quotations 

Tel:    07889 140035 

Email:  info@pikesph.co.uk 

Web:   www.pikesph.co.uk 

 

Craig Pike 
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Daisy Mayôs Farm 
Hall Road, Elsenham, CM22 6DN 

We always need help in so many ways, particularly when there is so much to do. So if you 
have a little time to spare, please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Please 
contact ' 07747 787973 or take a look at our website 8 www.daisymaysfarm.org to find out 
more.   Thank you so much. 

 
First of alléé. HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 
Well, 2024 whizzed by in a flurry of animal babies, train rides, lovely visitors, 
campers and mud!!!   
 
Can you believe that we still have lambs being born and they are so cute, they 
simply must not be missed! 
 
It is very muddy on the farm at the moment, so if you (or your children!!) love 
jumping in muddy puddles, then Daisy Mayôs Farm is the place for you.  Come on 
down!! 
 
So, get your wellies out because you just know itôs going to be muddy and come 
and enjoy the Woodland Trail, our arts and crafts, the play area, the Snack Shack, 
Ollies, train rides, but most of allé. our lovely animals!   
 
Blow those cobwebs away with a visit to our farm and see all that has been going 
on over the winter and more importantly, what we have planned for 2025.   
 
We are open every day, but please make sure you keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for updates and to see what is going on. 
 
So once again, thank you so much for your support and we look forward to seeing 
you again soon.  

http://www.daisymaysfarm.org/
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CƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǘ ƻƴ ' лтумл нрлпнс ƻǊ  
ŜƳŀƛƭ *  ƳŀǘϪŘǳȄōǳǊȅǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

9[{9bI!a 

Professional Interior and Exterior Painting Specialist 

References available on request 

20 Yearsô experience 

Fully Insured 

NVQ Qualified and Health and Safety Certified 

Local, reliable and friendly service guaranteed 

mailto:mat@duxburypainting.co.uk
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E  Wô  I  
By Moyra Jackson  ' 647351 
 
 
It may be February but I hope you will forgive me for 
wishing you all a Happy New Year ï would be rude not 
to!!! 
 
I hope 2025 brings you all you wish for. New Year is a time for resolutions and that 
is exactly what happens in the Womenôs Institute (WI) during January. It is our 
opportunity to shape the campaigns for the whole organisation for 2025 and 
beyond. This year our choices cover raising awareness about incontinence, CPR, 
starting a repair revolution and the problems of recycling medical packaging. 
Watch this space for more information. 
 
We have a marvellous programme of meetings and events planned for 2025 and I 
am sure there will be something for everyone in it ï history to art, topical issues to 
distillery talks, murder mystery evenings to dressing celebrities! Whatôs not to 
like?? We also have the opportunity to meet up with members from WIs across 
Essex at workshops and events held at WI Centre, Hatfield Peverel as well as local 
events we arrange ourselves. Our subgroups include Bookworms, Cinema Club, 
Ladies Who Lunch/Dames Who Dine, Crafternoon, Natter Night, 10 Pin Bowling 
and Walking. 
 
Our meeting in February always raises awareness about climate change and how 
we can do something to help. This year we have the fabulous óJean Genieô coming 
along to customise, innovate and up cycle pre-loved denim. We meet on Thursday 
20
th
 starting 7:45pm in the Memorial Hall, and visitors are welcome. 

 
Coming along to Elsenham WI is a really good way to make friends especially if 
you are new to Elsenham. The óJam and Jerusalemô traditions of our formation in 
1921 have allowed us to grow and develop into the modern and forward-looking WI 
that we are today. We are happy to dispel any of the stereotypes associated with 
the WI ï but our cakes are delicious! Why not come along (or come back) ï visitors 
and new members are always welcome, and you can join at any time throughout 
the year.  

Details of our programme, events and activities can be found on Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram ï search for Elsenham WI. Visitors are welcome to our monthly meetings so 
please come along. We meet at 7.45pm on the third Thursday in the month in the Memorial Hall. 

  
Elsenham WI ï Thereôs a lot going on! 
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My name is Samantha, I am an Accredited BACP Counsellor.  
 
How have you been? Are you struggling with everyday life? Perhaps feeling 
overwhelmed, feeling lost inside, anxious or depressed. Sometimes it can 
feel overwhelming, painful and confusing to navigate life. 
 
I offer a warm, friendly non judgmental counselling service for adults and 
young people. Working with a range of issues including trauma, addiction 
and recovery.  Relationships, anxiety, depression, self-worth and identity, 
disability and chronic health conditions. 
 
My therapeutic orientation is person-centred therapy I will work with you on 
your journey to a more peaceful mind. You have the tools, I will simply be 
there with you, and provide a space for you to work things out. 
 
I also offer a mobile service for clients who live locally in the Epping area. 

 
Samantha Allison 
07944 044207 

At Options Hair Design we work hard to provide the very best of care to our 
clients.   

From the moment you enter our salon our aim is for you to feel like the most 
confident and beautiful version of yourself.  

Our dedicated and talented team of professionals use the very best and 
innovative, organic products to achieve the look that you want for your hair.  We 
work with you to achieve this as we believe that confidence comes from a 
hairstyle that you are happy with. 

Our team of five stylists each bring with them a wealth of experience, and each 
display their own creativity whether in colouring, cutting, styling, or finishing. 

Our ethos is that the salon experience we provide ensures you leave feeling 
relaxed, pampered and confident. 

Options Hair Design 
2 Ambrose Corner, Elsenham 

01279 812665 
www.optionssalon.co.uk 


