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Elsenham Village Regular Monthly or Quarterly Activities 
 

 

Parish Council 1st Monday of month  8pm (excl. Bank Holidays) Memorial Hall  

Village Café Coffee 1st & 3rd Tuesday 9.30 - 11.30am  Memorial Hall  

     2nd & 4th Tuesday 9.30 - 11.30am Bowls & Social Club 

Village Café Community Hub 3rd Tuesday 12 - 4pm Memorial Hall 

Henham & District Garden Society1st Tuesday of month 2.30 - 4pm Memorial Hall  

Community Choir 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 7- 8.30pm Village Hall  

Life Drawing 2nd Tuesday of month 7.30 - 9.30 Village Hall  

Village History Society 1st Wednesday of month quarterly 7.45pm Memorial Hall  

Church Lunch Club 2nd & 4th Friday of month 12.30pm Memorial Hall 

Sat  3  Charity Quiz    Bowls & Social Club 7.30pm  

Mon  5  Parish Council Meeting  Memorial Hall 8pm 

Tues  6 & 20 Village Café Coffee Morning  Memorial Hall 9.30 - 11.30am  

Tues   6  Henham & District Garden Soc  Memorial Hall 2.30pm 

Tues  6 & 20 Elsenham Community Choir  Village Hall 7pm 

Fri      9 & 12 Church Lunch Club  Memorial Hall 12.30pm  

Tues 13  Life Drawing    Village Hall 7.30pm  

Tues 13 and 27 Village Café Coffee Morning Bowls and Social Club  

        9.30am - 11.30am 

Weds 14  Elsenham History Society Memorial Hall 7.45pm for 8pm 

Thurs 15  Elsenham WI    Memorial Hall 7.45pm  

Mon 19  District Councillors’ Surgery Orwell House, Station Road 

        Elsenham 7pm 

Sat 17  Village Fete    Playing Field 1 - 4pm 

Tues  20  Village Café Community Hub Memorial Hall 12-4pm 

Sat  24  Bingo     Bowls & Social Club 7.30pm 

 

June 2023 diary 
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Elsenham Village Regular Weekly Activities 

  
 

Mobile Library 
 

Every third Thursday stopping at Glebe End 11.50 am 

to 12.20 pm 

 
8 and 29 June 

Day Time Activity Location 

Monday 

9.30-10.30am Zumba Memorial Hall   

10.30am Health walk Start at De Mandeville Green 

7-7.45pm Boxercise Village Hall 

7.30-8.30pm Shape to the beat Memorial Hall (not 1st Monday) 

Tuesday 

9.30-10.30pm Touchpoint Food Share Bowls & Social Club 

4.45-5.45pm Rainbows Memorial Hall (term-time)  

4.45-5.45pm Beavers Group 2 Henham Village Hall (term-time) 

6-7.15pm Cubs Henham Village Hall (term-time) 

6-7.30pm Brownies Memorial Hall (term-time)  

7.30-10.30pm Tennis Club night Tennis Courts 

8pm Fitness Yoga/Pilates Memorial Hall 

Wednesday  

9.45-11.30am Tots & Toddlers Memorial Hall (term-time)  

5.30-7.30pm Slimming World Memorial Hall 

5.45-6.45pm Beavers Henham Village Hall (term-time) 

7-9pm Scouts Henham Village Hall (term-time) 

Thursday 6-7.15pm Cubs Henham Village Hall (term-time) 

  6.45-7.45pm Jump Fit Elsenham Village Hall 

Friday 10-11am Little Fishes Memorial Hall (term-time)  

Saturday 9am-12pm Junior Football Playing Field 

  8.45-9.30am Little Kickers Mighty Village Hall (term time) 

  9.35-10.20am Little Kickers Junior Village Hall (term time) 



4  June 2023 

 

Weddings  –  Parties  –  School Proms  –  Wakes  –  Dinner & Dances  –  
Corporate Events 
 
We are a family run 16th century barn, and we can accommodate up to 250. 
 
Using this code BURY10 you will receive 10% off any booking made from this ad-
vert. 
 
Email: teresa@burylodge.com 
Tel: 07741845201 / 01279 816737 
Bury Lodge Lane,  Stansted,  CM24 8QE 

Cultivated Turf Supplies 

ROTAVATING 
NEW LAWNS LAID 
ALL GARDEN WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
 
 
CALL FOR FREE QUOTATION 
 01279 718555 
 07930 188920 DAR TURF 

Advertise your 
business in Elsenham 

News 
Contact us at 

elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:teresa@burylodge.com
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The News Report 
From The Editors 
 
 
Doing something within and for your community is surely 
something that many of us aspire to? 
 
Well, with this issue you get the chance over many pages to make a choice of how 
you might do that. You could choose from: 
 

• Environmental care (page 7) 

• Community Special Constable (page 9) 

• Part of Neighbourhood Watch (page 15) 

• A member of the Community Speed Watch Team (page 17) 

• Join the Community Choir (page 27) 

• Help people overseas (page 31) 

• Support our historic church (page 33) 
 
If none of these appeal to you, you could join one of our many sports and social 
clubs. The Bowls Club, Tennis Club and Cricket Club are always keen to welcome 
new members.  
 
Organisations like the WI, who do so much within the community, would love to 
hear from you too. 
 
The Elsenham village fete (page 42) will need new volunteers and organisers next 
year, an event that is a long standing and important part of village life. 
 
Go on, make your community a better place by getting involved. Volunteer today! 
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NEW BEGINNINGS COUNSELLING 
A safe environment to explore your thoughts and feelings 

A private practice with parking based in Takeley 
Represented by Michele Simpson MBACP 

Ever felt sad, overwhelmed, lost or just not quite right? Most people at some point in their 
lives have felt so overwhelmed that they find it impossible to see a way out of a situation. 

My beliefs are that everybody has the resources within themselves, given the right 
environment, to experience therapeutic change. Give me a call to see how I can help you 

to improve your life. 
Counselling could enable you to have that new beginning 

phone: 07956 224954 or 01279 879009 

email: ms@newbeginningscounselling.co.uk 
www.newbeginningscounselling.co.uk 
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District Councillors’ Report  
 
By Cllr Bianca Donald  
 Cllrdonald@uttlesford.gov.uk  07941 880279  
 Cllrlees@uttlesford.gov.uk   816675 

Thank you for trusting us to represent you for the next four years. We are humbled 
and honoured to be your District Councillors. We will do our utmost to do our best 
by you and look after your interests. We are who we are because of you, thank you. 
 
We would like to thank our opposition for a professional, policy challenging  
campaign. 
 
We are the administration at Uttlesford District Council. It has been pretty frantic this 
first week, organising our cabinet, allocating committee seats, organising member 
training. Our first full Council Meeting is on the May 23 and we will be voting for the 
allocations of Committees and confirming Leader and Cabinet Roles. 
 
A reminder that we are aware that the cost-of-living crisis is causing hardship to 
residents who are unable to improve their circumstances in the short term while  
inflation outstrips income. A quick reminder that a cost-of-living crisis fund has been 
set up for the 2023/2024 financial year to support Uttlesford residents who may be 
struggling to pay their Council Tax liability.  This is available to all Council Tax 
Bands. See www.uttlesford.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support-fund 
 
We have £2,000 each to spend in our ward to help community projects so do think 
about whether we could help.  
 
Due to many member training days in June our time frame is rather limited for our 
first surgery, which will be Monday June 19 at 7.00pm, Orwell House, Station Road, 
Elsenham.  
 
Thank you again. We love where we live and look forward to seeing you at the  
village fete.  

Elsenham Action Group for Local Environmental  
Sustainability (E.A.G.L.E.S.) 
 elsenham.action@btinternet.com  

We are a newly formed group whose aim is to actively promote sustainability  
within the Elsenham community. 
 
We have lots of ideas for actions we could take which come broadly under the  
headings of promoting increased biodiversity, improving recycling and re-use, and 
promoting sustainable energy. We would also like to find activities in which children 
can become involved. 
 
Currently we are a small group. If you would like to join us please contact us at the 
email address above. We look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:Cllrlees@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch (on behalf of Essex Police) 

By Frances Lambert  franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com 
 

We need a Community Special Constable in Elsenham. The 
detail below has been edited by agreement from 
www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials. If you are interested, 
please see below for details on how to apply online.  
 
Special Constables are volunteer Police Officers. They have the same police 
powers, uniforms and equipment as regular Police Officers but sacrifice their free 
time on a voluntary basis, organising their busy personal lives, day jobs and other 
commitments around police duties. They do not get paid, but are reimbursed for 
expenses.  
 
You might have thought that you don’t see enough “Bobbies on the Beat” in the 
village. Well, why don’t you volunteer as a Community Special Constable and be 
that bobby? Community Special Constables are something new, something 
different, something that delivers visible policing at a really local level.  
 
Community Special Constables are focussed. They dedicate their voluntary service 
to the area that matters most to them. In return the local council will pay the 
allowances and expenses of their officer and they’ll have a say in the issues that 
their local Special deals with.  
 
Community Special Constables will: 
 
1. Be integrated into a Community Policing Team. 
2. Start and end their duty as close to their community as possible. 
3. Spend the majority of their time within the council area’s neighbourhoods.  
4. Be visible and accessible in local communities on uniformed patrol. 
5. Help address local issues and priorities as informed by the local council and 

police intelligence-led tasking. 
6. Patrol hot spots identified through intelligence or which have been deemed 

to be priority areas. 
7. Respond to police-related incidents within the council area. 
8. Engage with local communities and support further recruitment of Specials. 
9. Attend suitable local council meetings where available to do so. 
10. Have regard to the Council’s aims and objectives in their voluntary service. 
 
Community Special Constables will get the same training as regular officers and 
will have to complete the same accreditation, but once they’ve got independent 
patrol status then they can really get committed to their local communities. 
 
If you’re looking to make a dedicated difference to your own area, to problem 
solve, to build relationships and be recognised as a local peacekeeper then the 
Community Special Constable role might be for you. 
 
Find out how to apply online at: www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials 

mailto:franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com
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Development Developments 
By Graham Mott  812516   motts@grahammott.plus.com 
 

As advised by STOP PRESS! last month, the application by Bloor Homes 
for another 200 homes east of Elsenham Station was approved by the 
Planning Inspectorate under the S62A procedure. Bloor lost no time in 
asking the Parish Council for a meeting, when they confirmed the undertaking to 
give a sizeable wodge of wonga to the new Community Hall. Sizeable, yes - but not 
sufficient to compensate for the failure to give anything at all to the first phase, the 
350 now noisily under construction. 
 
But on noise they did have some reasonably welcome news, which promises some 
relief for the long-suffering residents at the top end of Hailes Wood. Bloor intend to 
move their compound further north, onto the land designated for their ‘Phase 2’. 
They also reckon they’ll design it so that more vehicles can drive in and drive out, 
curtailing the number of the continuous ‘beep beeps’ on reversing which can reduce 
even otherwise well-balanced individuals to the depths of despair. 
 
They were apologetic about the crocuses. They undertook last year that the area 
around the entrance would be planted with crocuses, but it didn’t happen, and they 
have promised solemnly to make good the omission this year. The main road 
through the development is to be Crocus Drive, with other flowery names elsewhere: 
Lily Walk, Columbine View and so on. The first new residents are expected to move 
in at the end of May, with eight per month thereafter, which means the end of 2026 
for the first 350 before Phase 2. They claim to know nothing of a Phase 3 - but then 
they knew nothing of Phase 2 until they applied. 
 
The approval of this application goes to show yet again how desperately the District 
needs a new Local Plan.  The last word from a prominent district councillor was, ‘it 
takes as long as it takes’ - not good enough when it’s taken for ever and a day 
already. 
 
As I write, the Planning Inspectorate Hearing into Countryside’s application to build 
130 homes in the field to the south of the Crown will be held in a couple of days. 
True to form, the applicants put in extra documents shortly before the Hearing, with 
insufficient time for consideration and response. They are very much inclined to 
argue the toss with both Essex Highways and the Parish Council concerning the 
modelling of traffic through Stansted, with a faith in computer output which only 
illustrates the depth of their ignorance as to facts on the ground. Computers are all 
they’ve got, so they have to rely on them. 
 
The application to build five houses south of The Old Vicarage in Hall Road was 
rejected by UDC Planning, on the grounds of harm to the countryside, urbanising 
effect on the heritage asset, and insufficient information to show the impact on the 
highway network. This was refused although much larger schemes have been 
allowed. The large developers claim that they are doing more to alleviate the 
housing crisis. Meanwhile, we must take such crumbs of comfort as we can, and 
these applicants are no doubt considering whether to appeal. 
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The Executives Choice 
Chauffeur Company providing 
clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, 
sporting events, theatre trips 
etc. 

Corporate accounts welcomed. 
7 Seater available 

Contact Graham Anderson:  graham@execschoice.com  

To discuss your requirements 

Phone 07481 494988  

www.execschoice.com 

 

HANGING  BASKET  & TUB  PLANTS 
VEGETABLE PLANTS HERBS & BEDDING 

SEED POTATOES ONION SETS & SHALLOTS 
 

COUNTRY VALUE SEEDS  

Most 99p per PACKET 

Mr Fothergills Seeds 

Buy 5 Packs get Cheapest Free 

   MOLEHILL GREEN ROAD  

BROXTED DUNMOW ESSEX CM6 2BW 

01279 850771 

www.chapelendnurserysperry.co.uk 

HORTICULTURAL GRIT 

COLOURED GRAVELS 

PEBBLES COBBLES 

WATER SOF-
TENER SALT 25kg 

£14 each £62.50 for 5 

 

SEED & CUTTING COMPOST 
20 Litre Bag 

 £3.50 EACH 3 For £8.75 

VEGETABLE PLANTS 
BASKET & TUB PLANTS 

ALPINES 
HERBACEOUS 

HERBS 
ROSES 

SHRUBS 
POND PLANTS 

AQUATIC COMPOST 
GODWIN COMPOST 

WILD BIRD FOOD 

SUNDRIES 
 

TO 
DUNMOW 

CHAPEL END 
NURSERY 

THREE  

HORSESHOES 

PRINCE OF 

WALES 

ELSENHAM 

MOLEHILL 
GREEN 

BROXTED 

STANSTED 
AIRPORT 

FOUR 

ASHES 

TAKELEY M11 B1256 

A120  A120  

BRICK END 

BISHOPS 
STORTFORD 

WE ARE 
HERE 

 
 

mailto:graham@execschoice.com
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Daisy May’s Farm 
Hall Road, Elsenham, CM22 6DN 

We always need help in so many ways, particularly when there is so much to do. So if you have a 
little time to spare, please get in touch, we would love to hear from you. Please contact  07747 
787973 or take a look at our website  www.daisymaysfarm.org to find out more.    Thank you so 
much. 

Even with the changeable weather, our babies just keep on coming in all sorts of shapes and 
sizes, but what they all have in common is that they are really cute! 
 
There is so much to do:  Hold the ducklings & chicks. 
    Bottle feed the orphans. 
    Meet the farm animals. 
    Cuddle the babies. 
    Arts & crafts 
    Enjoy our play area. 
    Ride the train (£2 per person) 
    Zip and Friends Story Trial 
    Woodland stamp hunt 
    Ollie’s Food Hut 

 
It’s only £5 per person and under ones are free. Please note there are NO credit card 
facilities, and no booking is necessary. 
 
Please make sure you BRING YOUR WELLIES. 
 
We are a working farm and are run mainly by volunteers as a not for profit organisation.  
The money we raise by you visiting us makes sure our animals stay well fed and watered.  
So, in essence, this is a win win situation, you have a lovely time seeing our animals and as 
a direct result, we can afford to ensure they are all well looked after.  So, thank you. 
 
If you have a child’s birthday coming up, why not have your party with us at the farm? 
 
Want a different kind of holiday?  Then come and camp on the farm and enjoy the great 
outdoors and our animals at the same time. Either book direct on our website - 
 daisymaysfarm.org – sooner rather than later. 

 
As ever, thanks so much for your continued support. 

http://www.daisymaysfarm.org/
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spellbrookgardendesign.simdif.com 

 
hpc (State Registered) 

Chiropodist 
CH09088 

 

Home Visiting Practice 
 

Mrs. Julie Golden  
Est. 1994 

01279 873492 
 

 A professional service at a 
competitive rate 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
By Frances Lambert  franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com 
 

Neighbourhood Watch only works if we all do something if we 
see a problem or crime occurring, that needs reporting straight 
away. Hoping that someone else will dial 999, when you see a 
crime being carried out, or telling your neighbour when they get 
home you saw a person trying to get into their home, is too late then. Putting it on 
the Facebook page of the estate you live on, may tell people on that estate, but it 
won’t stop or report the crime, the people who need to know are the police. Dial 
999 if you see a crime being carried out, don’t wait, or hope someone else will 
make the call. If the police receive more than one call about an incident, they don’t 
mind, it lets them know the neighbours are taking care of their homes and their 
neighbours. 

All information passed on to the police is confidential and the criminals will not 
know who called the police, so do not let this stop you calling them, and remember 
if you do call, ask for an incident number which will be a number and the date of 
the report. This will help your neighbour if they have to call the police back, or 
make an insurance claim. 

Let’s start looking out for each other, and make Neighbourhood Watch really work, 
lets report the drug dealers, and criminals we see trying to break in, if we ALL keep 
a watch and report what we see to the police, word will get back that Elsenham is 
not a soft touch any more, and if they are seen, someone WILL call the police. 

The Neighbourhood Watch signs around the village lets people know we are all 
looking out for each other, and as our slogan says……Together we are stronger  

If you have any information regarding incidents contact Essex Police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on  0800 555 111.  

ST CLARE HOSPICE  
Hastingwood Road, Hastingwood, Essex CM17 9JX 

St Clare Summer Fayre – 8
th

 July! 

Come along, celebrate the start of summer, and support your local hospice charity. 
Tell your friends and family – the St Clare Summer Fayre is an event not to be 
missed! It’s on Saturday 8th July at St Clare Hospice, CM17 9JX, from 11am – 4pm. 
With food and craft stalls, inflatables, shows throughout the day and games for the 
kids – there really is something for everyone! 
 
Entry costs £3 per adult, kids under 16 go free! Well-behaved dogs on leads are 
welcome. For more information contact the fundraising team on 01279 773750 or 
visit stclarehospice.org.uk/st-clare-summer-fayre. 

mailto:franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com
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Pike’s Plumbing & Heating 

 
Whether you’re looking for a plumber or heating  

engineer, Pike’s Plumbing & Heating can help. 

If it’s an emergency, simple problem or you’re just thinking 

about a new boiler or bathroom give me a call – I’m available 

when you need me 24/7.   Now’s a good time to think about 

servicing your boiler too and make sure you’re not left out in 

the cold!      No Call-Out Charges & Free Quotations 

Tel:    07889 140035 

Email:  info@pikesph.co.uk 

Web:   www.pikesph.co.uk 

 

Craig Pike 
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Elsenham Community Speed Watch 
By Frances Lambert  
  franceslambert1964@mail.com  

I am often asked “What good is Speedwatch?” or “How 
does it work” and the ones we hear most are “We knew you 
were out, as the traffic is all going slower” or “You should 
have been out here at……...…they were flying through here.” 
 
What good is Speedwatch… it reminds drivers of the 30-mph speed limit we 
have in the village, a good day to us is when we only log a few vehicles, as the 
police trainer told me about sixteen years ago “You are there to educate and 
remind people of the limit, and the less you have had to log the better you have 
done.” 
 
How does it work……. all cars logged speeding on our calibrated SL700 laser 
device…as used by the police, are recorded onto a sheet, then checked before 
being sent off by email to the police at Billericay who deal with all the  
Community Speedwatch teams throughout Essex. By checking, we ensure we 
have all the correct details, and it also lets us know if the vehicle has a current 
MOT and road tax. If either of these are missing, the registrations also go  
elsewhere to be followed up. So, we are also helping indirectly to get these  
illegal vehicles off our roads. 
 
Registrations of persistent speeders throughout Essex are picked up at  
Billericay, and passed onto the police to deal with, and we are also supported 
by the traffic police, who join us when they are able. 
 

 
Unfortunately, we cannot 
be out there all the time, 
and we do need more 
help, if just a few people 
spared us an hour a 
month we could be out 
there more, to keep  
reminding people who 
live here, or the drivers 
who are passing through, 
the speed limit for the 
whole of our village is  
30-mph.   

 

mailto:franceslambert1964@mail.com
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• Table Tops 
• Shelves 
• Emergency Glazing 
• Replacement Misted Double 

Glazing 
• Greenhouse Glass 

• Cat and Dog Flaps Fitted 
• Splash Backs – Any Colour 
• Glass Cut To Size 
• Emergency Boarding 
• Safety Glass 
• Mirrors 

Elsenham – Great Dunmow – Bishops Stortford - Stansted 

LOCAL COMPANY – GREAT PRICES  –  RELIABLE  
PROMPT SERVICE 

Double Glazed Units – SAME DAY 
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Elsenham Village History Society 
By Mike Rea, Secretary  813634   evhs12@hotmail.co.uk 
 www.elsenham-history.co.uk 
 
I am writing this missive a couple of days after the Coronation of 
King Charles III. It has been seventy years since the last Coronation 
when the late Queen Elizabeth II was crowned and much has 
changed in that time, not least in Elsenham itself. 
 
In 1953 Elsenham had a much smaller population of around six hundred 
people. Most of these lived along Stansted Road and The High Street. Station 
Road was in the main open farmland with none of the developments of the last 
forty years or so.  New Road had only a few dwellings on its South side, the 
other side being taken up by Gold’s Nurseries that was still in business at this 
time. 
 
Although mains water had arrived in some parts of the village just before 
World War II, the village pump by Park Road was still doing good business. It 
was just a few years later that the shaft, dug at least 120 feet (36 metres) deep 
in 1895 and later made deeper, showed signs of collapse, and was capped to 
make it safe. If you are surprised that mains water was that late coming to the 
village, you will find it even more surprising that mains sewage didn’t come to 
the village until 1974. Up until that time, householders had to rely on septic 
tanks and the occasional outside privy. This could be problematic as 
Elsenham is built on clay and during heavy rains it wasn’t unknown for tanks to 
overflow depositing all sorts of “material” on the ground! The last house was 
connected to the sewage system in August 1984. 
 
We are not sure when mains electricity arrived in the village, but we are told 
that Arthur Dixon who was the electrician at Elsenham Hall was responsible for 
putting electricity into St Mary’s Church in 1911. If anyone can help with better 
information about the coming of electricity, we would be delighted to hear from 
you. 
 
Finally, to complete the utilities story, mains gas arrived in 1989 meaning the 
end for very many oil-fired boilers in favour of cheaper to run gas boilers. 
 
We will be meeting this month on Wednesday June 14 (8pm in the Memorial 
Hall) when Tony Wellings, a one-time resident of Elsenham, will be coming 
along to talk about the Stansted Windmill. Built in 1787 it has been gracing the 
Stansted skyline ever since. The coming of the Industrial Revolution meant 
that better and cheaper ways of grinding corn were available, and the mill was 
last used for its intended purpose in 1910. Tony will explain all this in what 
promises to be an interesting talk and as always, visitors will be very welcome 
for a small fee of just two pounds. For only five pounds however, you can 
become a member and enjoy all our speakers throughout the year.  
 
Do come along, we look forward to meeting you.  
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We offer Specialist Dishwasher,  
Refrigeration & Cooker Service, in addition 

to our long established and renowned 
Washing Machine Service 

 
Our Engineers are 
Experienced and 

Trained to service  
most makes 

 
 

01279 658767 
 

Friendly Prompt Service 

I help property owners achieve a 
consistent rental income over 3-5 
years with no fees and keep the 
house in show home condition 

with regular cleaning and 
inspections. 

Phone: 01279 742 340  
Text: 07471 370 908  

Do you have a 
property to rent?  

If you have a 3, 4 or 5 bedroom 
house please get in touch and 

see how I can help you. 

email info@tbshomes.co.uk 
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Elsenham Women’s Institute 
By Moyra Jackson   647351 
 
After a very rainy day for the Coronation yesterday, 
Elsenham is bathed in beautiful sunshine today.  
Thank goodness we Brits are used to changeable 
weather! 
 
We had one of our best ever speakers last month; the amazing Iestyn Edwards 
enthralled us in his own inimitable style with tales from his days in Afghanistan 

entertaining the troops stationed there. His 
stories were funny, sad, irreverent and 
downright hilarious. It was wonderful to hear 
so much laughter in the hall and to have a full 
house too. 
 
Our membership numbers remain similar to 
last year’s, which is fabulous news.  I am 
sure this is in no small part to the high 
standard of speakers we have. If you have 
ever wondered how and where we find them, 
we are lucky to have members on our 
committee who are happy to go along to the 
auditions held by Essex Federation and when 
we find a good one we book them early. We 
were the first WI to have Paul Martin (now 
known as Paulus) come along to entertain us 
and he is currently undertaking a nationwide 

tour of his Victoria Wood Show. From small beginnings! 
 
Our next meeting is on Thursday, June 15

th
 and we have a Pamper Night with 

Donna Negus coming along to talk to us about all aspects of Mindfulness. During 
lockdown, Donna was one of the first speakers we had by Zoom and, even in those 
troubled times, she had a wonderful way of relaxing us all and relieving some of the 
stress we were all feeling. We are delighted that she will be appearing in person this 
time. 
 
We have a wonderful programme of events this year.  It is a really good way to meet 
new friends. While we are very proud to be steeped in Jam and Jerusalem 
traditions, Elsenham WI is so much more than that and we are always happy to 
dispel any stereotypes associated with the WI. Why not come along (or come 
back)? Visitors and new members are always welcome and you can join at any time 
throughout the year. 

Details of our programme, events and activities can be found on Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram – search for Elsenham WI. Visitors are welcome to our monthly 

meetings so please come along. We meet at 7.45pm on the third Thursday in the month in 
the Memorial Hall.   

Elsenham WI – There’s a lot going on! 
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Do-It-4U 
Repair, Care & Maintenance 

For your Home and Garden 
 

 Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services 

 Drain Blockages Cleared 

 Gutters Cleaned, Repaired or  
Replaced 

 Gardens Tidied & Maintained 

 Hedges & Topiary Trimmed  
& Shaped 

 Fences Erected & Repaired 

 Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected 

Telephone 
01279 814411 

Mobile  
07774 877320 

 

YOUNG’S 
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE 

We specialise in residential properties offering a quality 
and regular service for exterior and interior cleans 

Serving the Elsenham community for the last 10 years 

Call or text Malcolm for a FREE quote 
07817 481901 
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News from Stansted Fire Station  
 01376 575830       stanstead.oc@essex-fire.gov.uk  
 

Hello again from everyone at Stansted Fire Station.  

2023 has already been an incredibly busy year for the crew who have 
attended a whole host of different emergency incidents.  

At the start of the year, we have been in and around the village and promoting on 
our social media pages to highlight the need for more recruits to join our team and 
we now have 2 recruits who are in the process of starting their basic training in the 
months of May and June.  

On 4 May at 12:00pm some of our Fire fighters on duty that day took part in a 
minute’s silence for Fire fighter Memorial Day paying their respects to the 
thousands of Firefighters around the globe that have made the ultimate sacrifice to 
their fellow residents and communities.  

During the months of April and May the team have also kept up to date with all the 
latest training techniques, and in the month of May will be attending Stansted Audi 
garage to learn even more about the ever-changing world of electric vehicles, their 
safety features and how to render them safe after a vehicle collision.  

Looking forward to the year ahead, the crew at Stansted are now starting to turn 
their minds to the up-and-coming summer period and are hoping it won’t be as 
busy as last summer but if the dry conditions return, we would like to ask all 
residents of the community to be aware of the summer safety advice link below: 

Stay Safe Essex this summer | Essex County Fire and Rescue Service (essex-
fire.gov.uk)   

Our work with home fire safety visits in and around the village has continued, we 
offer free home visits to any Essex resident. If you do not have working smoke 
alarms or have working smoke alarms but would like more information about how 
to live safely and securely at home, book one of our free visits by seeing the link 
below.  

Home Fire Safety (essex-fire.gov.uk)  

Stay safe and best wishes from all at Stansted Fire Station  

https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/news/stay-safe-essex-summer
https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/news/stay-safe-essex-summer
https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/Home_Fire_Safety/
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In 1859, the Great Blondin became the 
first man in history to cross the Niagara 
Falls between America and Canada on 
a tightrope.  25,000 people paid to 
watch him walk across this tiny rope 
160 feet above the chasm of raging 
waters.  There was no safety net, no 
harness, nothing but a balancing pole.  
If he slipped, he died.   
 
Before he set off, he said to the crowd: 
Do you believe that I can get across 
this tightrope to the other side 
completely alone and unaided?  We 
believe Blondin, we believe, cried the 
crowd.  And he did it. 
   
Over the following days and months, he 
crossed the Falls 300 times and in 
various ways.  On one occasion, he 
walked across with a stove and a chair, 
and half way across, sat down and 
cooked and ate an omelette!  Another 
time, he pushed a wheelbarrow all the 
way across loaded with 350 pounds of 
cement.  
 
The crowd were amazed and delighted 
until one day Blondin unloaded the 
wheelbarrow and shouted down to 
them: Do you believe that I could push 
this wheelbarrow all the way across the 
rope, and all the way back, with a man 
sitting in it?  
 
As one, the crowd shouted: We believe 
Blondin, we believe!  To which Blondin 
asked, well, who’s going to get in then?  
At this point, there was deafening 
silence - not one person was willing. 
 
The Bible says there is a Niagara-like 
chasm between us and God.  We can’t  

 
jump over it, we can’t ignore it, we can’t 
go round it, and we can’t climb down it. 
It’s a chasm that stops us spending 
eternity with God.   
 
The Bible says it’s caused by our sin, 
by our rebellion against the loving, 
holy, perfect God who made us.  
There’s just no way for us to get 
across.  What we need is someone to 
bridge the gap for us. 
 
In John 10:11, Jesus says: I am the 
good shepherd.  The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 
 
Jesus is claiming that by his sacrificial 
death on a cross 2000 years ago, he 
has bridged the gap.  All we have to do 
is trust him.  All we have to do is get 
into the wheelbarrow.   
 
But for lots of us, that is quite an issue!  
The crowds were fascinated by 
Blondin, and it’s possible for us to be 
very familiar with Jesus and the 
Gospel, to examine his claims, even 
admire his teaching, but never actually 
trust him with our lives. 
I think it was entirely reasonable not to 
accept Blondin’s invitation!  The chasm 
at Niagara was terrifying – and I have 
no need to cross it.  But Jesus doesn’t 
ask us to get across the eternal chasm 
in our own strength, or by our own 
effort.  He’s offering to take us.  He’s 
offering us his wheelbarrow.  All we 
need to do is get in. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
Louis 

 

St Mary’s Church Elsenham 
Office@heuchurch.co.uk 

Thought For The Month by Louis Wilson  
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Church events in our villages June 2023 

SUNDAYS: 
St Peter’s Junior Church 
St Peter’s, Ugley 10.00am 
Sundays: 11

th
 18

th
 & 25

th
         

Elsenham Sunday Club/Explorers 
(Y1-Y6) Old Franks, Elsenham 
10.15am Sundays: 11

th
, 18

th
 & 25

th
          

Henham Sunday Club/Explorers 
(Reception-Y5)  
Church Hall, Henham 11.00am  
Sundays: 11th, 18th & 25th          
Pathfinders (Y6-Y9) 
St Mary’s, Henham 6.00pm - leave 
from service to meet in OSCA 
Sundays: 11

th
, 18

th
 & 25

th
          

Crammin’ (Y10-Y13)  
St Mary’s, Henham 6.00pm followed 
by 7.00pm at The Church Hall,  
Henham Sundays: 11

th
, 18

th
 & 25

th    
 
 

MID-WEEK AND SATURDAY: 
Start the Week with Prayer 
Church Hall, Henham 9.30am 
Mondays: 5

th
, 12

th
, 19

th
 & 26

th
      

Seekers After School Bible Club 
(Y3-Y4) Old Frank’s 3.20pm    
Mondays: 5

th
, 12

th
, 19

th
 & 26

th
      

Christian Play (Y1-Y2) 
Rowan House, Elsenham 3.15pm 
Tuesdays: 6

th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 & 27

th
               

Little Fishes Pre-School Group 
Church Hall, Henham 10.15am 
Thursdays: 8

th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
 & 29

th
               

Little Fishes Pre-School Group 
Elsenham Memorial Hall 10.00am 
Fridays: 9

th
, 16

th
, 23

rd
 & 30

th
                

Church Lunch Club  
Elsenham Memorial Hall 12.30pm 
Fridays: (2

nd
 & 4

th
 Friday of the month): 

9
th
 & 23

rd
    

Afternoon Tea 
OSCA, Henham 2.00pm 
Saturday: 17

th  

Events  
Join us for our monthly  
Family Service for all 
ages 
at 10:15am at Elsenham 
Village Hall on the 1st 
Sunday of every month. 

Church Services 
 
Sunday 4

th
 June 

10:15 All Together All Age Service,  
Elsenham Village Hall 
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church 
 
Sunday 11

th
 June 

08:45 Prayer Book Holy Communion, 
Elsenham Church 
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church 
10:15 Holy Communion,  
Elsenham Village Hall 
11:15 Morning Service, Henham Church 
18:00 Sunday@6 with Communion,  
Henham Church 
 
Sunday 18

th
 June 

08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer,  
Elsenham Church 
10:00 Prayer Book Communion, 
Ugley Church 
10:15 Morning Service,  
Elsenham Village Hall 
11:15 Holy Communion, Henham Church 
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church  
 
Sunday 25

th
 June 

08:45 Prayer Book Morning Prayer, 
Elsenham Church 
10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church 
10:15 Morning Service,  
Elsenham Village Hall 
11:15 Morning Service, Henham Church  
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church 

Other Regular Events 
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GLYNN’S  
CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

Est. 1995 

VACUUM AND 
BRUSH 

NACS MEMBERS 
HETAS APPROVED 

01279 424983 
www.glynnschimneysweeps.com 

COMPETITIVELY PRICED 

INSTALLATIONS 

SDS Installations Ltd  
 

AERIAL AND SATELLITE SERVICES 
FOREIGN SATELLITE SYSTEMS -  CCTV  - EXTRA TV POINTS -  SKY LINK UPS   
PHONE POINTS  -  HOME SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION -  WALL MOUNTED PLASMA/ 

LCD SCREENS -  CABLES SUPPLIED AND HIDDEN 

S.D.S 
                    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Alan Smith                                                                       01279 279012                           
50 Sunnyside                                                                                                        07771 881042 

Stansted                                                                                              sdsinstallations@hotmail.com 

Essex CM24 8AX                                                                                        sdsinstallations.com 
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From The Parish Registers 
 
Service of Thanksgiving on May 11 at Ugley Church, followed by a Burial in the 
churchyard, Alan Stuart Kelvin, aged 80 years, formerly of North Street, Bristol.  

Church Contact Telephone Numbers, 
E-Mail and Web-Site Addresses 

Vicar 01279 850480 
louis.wilson@heuchurch.co.uk 

Rev. Louis Wilson 

Church Office 01279 814285 Anna Hicks 

Church e-mail office@heuchurch.co.uk   

Church web-site www.heuchurch.co.uk   

Enquiries about thanksgivings, baptisms, weddings and funerals should be made 
in the first instance to Anna Hicks at the Church Office 01279 814285.  

Elsenham Community Choir 
By Elaine Terry  07962 586825  
 elaine.terry2011@btinternet.com 
 
We have all been very busy at Choir lately, challenging ourselves with 
several new songs, including some from musicals.  ‘I Will Follow Him’ 
from Sister Act, was so much fun to sing and sounded pretty good too. ‘A Million Dreams’ 
from The Greatest Showman is proving more testing, but we are determined to conquer it! 
 
We have also enjoyed mastering Take That’s ‘Shine’ and the old 
classic, ‘Drift Away,’ has been an absolute joy to sing. By the time you 
read this, we will have made a good start on Stealers Wheel – ‘Stuck in 
the Middle with You,’ so watch this space! 
 
As you can imagine, we are often singing songs that we might previously not have heard, 
but that makes the challenge even more enjoyable. 
 
If this sounds like something you would enjoy, then why not come and join us on the first 
and third Tuesday of every month at 7pm until 8.30pm in Elsenham Village Hall (by 
Elsenham Primary School).  We do plenty of singing, but we always have a mid-way break 
for a chat, a drink, and some chocolate!  
 

There are no auditions at our choir, everyone is welcome, just come 
along and sing! 
 
Please just turn up, find us on our Elsenham Community Choir 
Facebook page or  07962 586825  

mailto:office@heuchurch.co.uk
http://www.heuchurch.co.uk/
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The Hair Loss Clinic 
North Hall Road, Ugley 

07957 166436 
www.hairlosslaserclinic.co.uk 

The Hair Loss Clinic is a company set up to provide information, advice, support and above all 
solutions for people experiencing hair loss. Not only do we provide realistic and workable solutions 
to those suffering from hair loss but we are also specialists in after and on-going care for hair loss, 
giving you the very best support.  We can help you through your journey from hair loss through to 
aftercare if your hair grows back. We provide a personalised service and will recommend the 
course of treatment or other solutions most appropriate to you. 

We provide information, support and advice about your hair loss and identify the factors you will 
need to consider when choosing which solution is suitable for you. 

We provide guidance on cutting and styling of your wig or integration piece and advice on what to 
do when your hair starts growing back. 

Monthly Trichologist clinics are held with Eva Proudman, MIT IAT. Eva is widely known both in the 
UK and Internationally for her work with hair loss. She has appeared on TV many times and 
supports many major hair companies with her research into hair loss. All consultations are private 
and last for between 45 minutes and 1 hour; during this time all relevant areas of health, diet, 
lifestyle, family history, hair care regime will be discussed along with an in depth examination, 
including the use of a specialist scalp camera to arrive at a diagnosis and treatment plan. 

Whatever the cause of your hair loss or the extent of the hair loss, we are here to help you. 

Call Today for a Free Written Quotation 
Tel: 01279 812 962 

All Types of Tree Work Undertaken 

✓ Crown Reductions 
✓ Tree Felling 
✓ Seasoned Hard Wood Logs 
✓ Hedge Cutting 
✓ Stump Grinding 
✓ Landscaping 

 Fully Insured to £10m 
 Fully Qualified 
 Local Authority Approved 
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Natural Outlook On June 
By Heather Salvidge  814153 
 
 
We had a four-day Bank Holiday this May for the Coronation but 
last year we had one for the, now late, Queen’s Jubilee over the 
first weekend in June and the birds, both in the village and in our 
garden were very busy. Here are some of my notes for the days 
when the weather was ‘dry, warming up’. 
 
Walking up to the shops for the paper I noted ‘wrens on station in the car park and 
at Ridley gardens. Blackbirds singing, swifts overhead.’ Back at home, had fed them 
late so not much in the front, starlings – Jays (juveniles) female blackbird, dunnock. 
Back garden, over time, stock doves, blackbird in holly, sparrows, blue tits - mainly 
Jays, greenfinch, the goldfinches and wood pigeon and a male blackbird on the 
grass, dunnock looking for a drink, great tits – again Jays, greater spotted 
woodpecker on the nuts. Temperatures 17/18C. In our road I found a discarded 
blackbird’s egg shell – egg blue with beige “scribbles” over it. Then in the front and 
back gardens more sparrows, starlings, and collared doves, a male blackbird 
running across the lawn, a song thrush, the woodpecker again, sparrows, 
greenfinches, jackdaws, a goldfinch and a very bright greeny/yellow greenfinch, 
wood pigeon, starlings - Jays, a dunnock inside a hanging feeder, an adult great tit 
looking careworn, female black bird on grass. At 10pm last lingering daylight.  
 
The next day, house martins outside the shop and outside a house with a hedge, a 
male blackbird hunting for nesting material, a second brood? At home, sparrows, 
starlings, robin, wood pigeon, dunnock, goldfinches, greenfinches, stock dove, 
chaffinches, jackdaws, then a group of starlings squabbling very noisily over a new 
fat block. Then the woodpecker arrives, joined by her junior. So the bird activity 
continued, even though the weather deteriorated. What will they get up to this year, 
I wonder. 
 
In April I mentioned some orchids so here is some more about the later flowering 
ones. This time last year I had marked 24 common spotted orchids in our “orchard”, 
five of which had buds. They get their name from the purplish spots on their strap-
like leaves; the flowers range in colour from very pale to deep pink or reddish purple 
– but always with dots on the lower lip. We did not plant them in our garden, we 
inherited them. Also they tend to move about from year to year. It is also time for 
twayblades, so called because of the two strongly veined leaves wrapped round 
near the base of the single flowering stem. It’s not very tall and the flowers are 
yellowish green and have a forked lower lip. I have seen these in a nature reserve 
called Sweeting’s Meadow in Lindsell or in another, West Wood, an SSSI on the 
road to Great Sampford. Also to be found in West Wood at this time of year, in the 
smaller right hand side, are greater butterfly orchids. They are tall, well over 16 to 
20 inches and have delicate white flowers with a greenish tip on the long, lower lip 
between two white ‘wings’. Said to be very fragrant at night. As to the bee orchids 
that I wrote about earlier, they tend to come up on roadside verges so I hope the 
New Road patch will flower but also those in the sandpit off the Henham Road. 
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For a free estimate please contact Mat on  07810 250426 or  
email   mat@duxburypainting.co.uk 

ELSENHAM 

Professional Interior and Exterior Painting Specialist 

References available on request 

20 Years’ experience 

Fully Insured 

NVQ Qualified and Health and Safety Certified 

Local, reliable and friendly service guaranteed 

mailto:mat@duxburypainting.co.uk
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ELSENHAM CRICKET CLUB by David Brown (Chairman) 
 
In 2000 Elsenham Cricket Club was in the Herts & Essex Cricket League, but it was  
difficult to encourage adult members and field teams. The junior section progressed well, 
but many were too young for senior cricket.  
 
The committee approached Stansted Hall C.C. to obtain additional participants. Talks  
began in 2008 and by 2009 there was a merger between the two clubs. The new club ran 
two Saturday teams, a Sunday XI, and a junior XI with two grounds at Stansted House & 
Elsenham Place. 
 
We progressed until the pavilion at Elsenham Place unfortunately burnt down on October 
23 2016. It was decided to rebuild it with support from Sport England, Weston Homes, and 
local charities. The project needed £200,000 in funding from the U.D.C. and England & 
Wales Cricket Board but the funds failed to materialise. On March 19 2019, the club  
decided Elsenham Place was no longer an option.  
 
An alternative had arisen at Molehill Green where that club had folded, and some members 
there were keen to restart. The ground is now being used by the village team, Stansted Hall 
and Elsenham Juniors. A substantial amount of money has been spent on the ground and 
pavilion and in 2018 we won the Boardman’s Davies Cup T20 competition and in 2019 the 
2nd XI won the HECL Division 5 championship.  
 
Successful tours have taken place to Norfolk creating a good atmosphere amongst the  
playing members. We currently play in Herts & Essex Border League – Premier Division 
and Division 2. 
 
As with many areas, the pandemic was a difficult period with the 2020 season only  
beginning on July 18. Our junior section continues to grow, with the club taking children 
from the age of 5. The juniors are being taught the enjoyment of cricket by qualified  
coaches and with more people moving into the area we look to the future with confidence.  
 
We are a community club, and everybody is welcome. 

BIKES for ROMANIA 
 

I am in urgent need of second-hand bikes to re-furbish and send to aid the poor 
people in Romania.  If you have some or can ask a friend if they have any then 
please contact me on  850374 or  07831 406225 Richard Peake,1 Hall Close.  
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MOT TESTING 

ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES SERVICED INCLUDING FOUR WHEEL 
DRIVES 

TRW BRAKE CENTRE 

DIAGNOSTIC AND FAULT FINDING 

WELDING AND CHASSIS REPAIRS 

SELECTION OF USED CARS 
CALOR GAS STOCKIST 

D BONNEY & SONS MANUDEN 
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS 

WE HELP YOU THE MOTORIST WITH A CHEAPER LABOUR RATE 

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP 

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IN LOCAL AREA 

PLEASE RING: MALC, NEIL OR CRAIG 

 01279 813315 OR  01279 815946 
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  St Mary’s Fabric Fund Elsenham 
   Registered Charity No 1052884 
   By Stewart Pimblett, Chairman  812359 
 
 
At our AGM on the 21

st
 March I was duly elected as 

the new Chairman, taking over from David Hill.   David had acted as our 
Chairman for many years and I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the 
committee and members in thanking him for his dedication and support of the 
Church and the Fabric Fund during that time. 
 
St Mary’s Fabric Fund was founded in 1996 to encourage financial support for the 
maintenance of our beautiful historic grade 1 listed Norman Church, now 913 years 
old.  Remarkably, membership to the Fund still remains at £5 per annum. 
 
Since 1996 the following projects have been funded by the Fabric Fund. 
Reconstruction of the East Churchyard wall, Repairs to Chancel floor, repairs to 
West door and window stonework, improved steps to Graveyard. Tower re-roofed, 
Roof timbers treated for death watch beetle, East window repaired and cleaned 
and assistance to car park improvements to name but a few. 
 
Once again we will be having a stand at  Elsenham Village Fete.   As we have four 
or five species of bats at the Church the emphasis this year will be on “Bats”. So do 
call by for a chat, we will be pleased to see you. 
 
More next month on forthcoming events for the year. 

ST CLARE HOSPICE  
Hastingwood Road, Hastingwood, Essex CM17 9JX 

Wellbeing Hub – live well, reach your goals! 

Are you living with COPD, a lung condition, heart failure, MS, Parkinson’s or cancer? 
The Wellbeing Hub brings together a range of services to support you and your  
family to live a full life coping with a life-limiting illness. 
 
With one-to-one support, expert clinics, group programmes and drop-in support, we 
can help you live well, keep doing the things you love, and reach your goals. 
 
The Wellbeing Hub is for people aged 18 years and older, who have been  
diagnosed with a life-limiting condition. All support is completely free of charge. You 
just need to be registered with a GP in West Essex or East Herts  
 
Whatever your condition, if you feel like you could benefit from the Wellbeing Hub, 
please get in touch with the team so we can see how best to support you. Call our 
First Contact Service on 01279 773774 or email patients@stclarehospice.org.uk 
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HANDY MAN  
SERVICES 

For all decorating and staining, 
ceilings, walls can be sorted out. All 

kitchens install. All old kitchens 
converted. Tiling. Garage converted 

to dining room. Bedroom office. 
Small kitchen. uPVC doors install to 

side wall. Small flooring install to 
requirements. 

And much much more! 

Call Dennis Free Quote 
07946 231302 

 
 

Professional machinery 

4 weekly schedule or one-off clean 

High pressure wash and dried 

Disinfected and deodorised 

www.binwash-uk.com 

01799 529899 
enquiries@binwash-uk.com 

P Judge Construction  
Services Ltd  

 
Gutter Cleaning Service 

 
The Sky Vac system allows us to carry out 
the work safely from the ground without 
the use of ladders. 
 
Full camera survey before and after with 
pictures/footage. 
 
UPVC cleaning also available with our 
pure water system. 
 
Fully Insured. 
 
01371 499730  

07734862839  

info@judgeconstruction.co.uk 

 
Company no. 12467921 

 

Insurance Certificate supplied - 
Fully  

Insured - Free Smoke Test 
Open Fires - Multi Fuel Stoves -  

Aga - Rayburn - Gas - Oil 
Stove installations 

 
CCTV Surveys - Bird Nest  

Removal   
Local Business 

Tel: 0800 112 3600 

Mob: 07918 708626 

www.stephenschimneysweep.co.u
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Royal Humane Society Award—Golds Business Park Pair 

Bruce Boxall-Hunt & Rachel Stewart  

Rachel Stewart and Bruce Boxall-Hunt have recently received a Royal Humane  
Society Award for successfully ‘restoring a man to life’ following an incident last year 
in Elsenham. 
 
On the July 6 2022, a man collapsed in Golds Nurseries Business Park whilst  
making a delivery. Rachel Stewart, who was working at Guy Autos across the road  
assisted the man who had climbed out of his lorry and was on the ground in a great 
deal of pain, clutching his chest.  An ambulance was called and, despite the man’s 
condition, they were told there would be a wait of about 1 hour 20 minutes until one 
could be sent to the scene.   
 
A short time later, Bruce Boxall-Hunt (a 
friend of Rachel’s), who had been called 
to the industrial estate by another  
worker at Guy Autos (because he has 
some training in first aid) arrived and 
realised the man was having a heart 
attack.   
 
Bruce contacted the emergency  
services to update them on the man's 
condition and was again told that there 
were no ambulances available. 
 
Due to the delay, Bruce asked a  
bystander to run him home in a car so 
he could collect his first aid kit, including 
oxygen and other equipment.   
 
Shortly after Bruce got back to the scene, the man became unresponsive. His heart 
and breathing had stopped due to the heart attack.  A defib, which had recently 
been given to a company in the industrial estate was brought out whilst Rachel and 
Bruce started CPR on the man. 
  
The CPR worked! Doctors later stated that the blockage in his heart had been 
forced through by the chest compressions.  He was still in a lot of pain and later an 
ambulance arrived, and he was taken straight to a nearby hospital. He was later 
transferred to a specialist heart hospital. 
 
The incident highlights the difficulties that the NHS is having now and the  
importance of people having training in first aid. It’s important that people can help 
each other in the village in this way, as you never know when the training will come 
in handy! 
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Collector, collator and 

relator of life’s special 

events 

Are you planning or considering: a Memorial Service, a Funeral,  

Renewal of Vows, a Wedding or a Naming Celebration? 

 

 A Celebrant led ceremony will help you  

to create special memories of the day. 

For more information please contact: 

janetterickwood_celebrant@btinternet.com 

www.janetterickwoodcelebrant.co.uk.       07889 375200 

Facebook @JRCelebrant 
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The Hundred Parishes Society 
 www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
Ken McDonald, Secretary 
 
The Hundred Parishes area has been home to many creative 
people. The People section of www.hundredparishes.org.uk 
includes introductions to a number of artists, composers - and 
also authors.  
 
Probably our best-known author was HG Wells (1866-1946) who lived for 18 years 

in Little Easton at 18th-century Easton Glebe 
(pictured left). He was a prolific writer, best 
remembered for his science-fiction novel “War of 
the Worlds” which was written before he came to 
Little Easton. A later novel, “Mr Britling Sees it 
Through” was set in Little Easton.   
 
“The Hundred and One Dalmatians” was written 
by Dodie Smith (1896-1990). From 1934, she 
lived in Finchingfield at The Barretts, a 16th-

century thatched house in the tiny hamlet of Howe Street. Her children’s novel, 
written in 1956, was made into a highly successful Disney animated film. An earlier 
novel “I captured the Castle”, written in 1948, was adapted into a film in 2003. 
Smith’s former home is marked by a blue 
plaque. 
 
Another blue plaque, on 17th-century Rose 
Cottage (pictured right)  in Stebbing, identifies 
the former home of Henry de Vere Stacpoole 
(1863 -1951) who was also a prolific author. He 
lived there for about 10 years in the early 
1900s and during that time completed his  
best-known novel, “The Blue Lagoon”. It has 
been made into a feature film several times.  
 
Horham Hall in the parish of Thaxted was the home of novelist Evelyn Anthony 
(1926 – 2018) from 1968 to 1976 and then from 1982 until her death. Sixteenth 
century Horham Hall is Grade I-listed and the cost of upkeep forced Evelyn and her 
husband to sell it, but they were able to re-purchase it when her royalties 
increased. Of her many novels, “The Tamarind Seed” was the best known. It was 
published in 1971 and made into a film in 1974, starring Julie Andrews and Omar 
Sharif. 

The Hundred  Parishes is 450 square miles of northwest Essex, northeast Hertfordshire 
and southern Cambridgeshire that is largely unspoilt and is richly endowed with many fine 
examples of agricultural and built heritage The area has shared a common history which 
shaped and preserved its distinctive landscape of small and medium-sized farms linked by 
winding lanes and ancient rights of way to hamlets, villages and then to small market 
towns. For more information visit www.hundredparishes.org.uk. 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST 

Bishop’s Stortford 

• Orthotics 

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Saturday Clinics 

• Routine Treatment 
 
 

R. Handford & Colleagues 
H.C. P.C Registered 

 

Bishop’s Stortford - 16 Hockerill 

Street 

 

01279 652249 
 

www.feet.org.uk 

                         
       

DECORATING SERVICES 
   ALL ASPECTS OF DIY  

 

       NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

For a friendly reliable service 
             Just Ask……. 
 

     GARY KING 

Home : 01279 850001 

 Mobile : 07951 452602  

  g.king962@btinternet.com 

http://www.feet.org.uk/
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Stansted Hall & Elsenham Cricket Club 
By David Brown  831011   david1.r.brown@gmail.com 
 
 
The playing members were raring to go, the juniors were raring to go, the club was 
raring to go – but the weather had other ideas !!! Four out of five Junior coaching 
sessions have been cancelled, matches have been rained off – the weather has 
been diabolical for cricket so far. 
 
However, new plumbing, a new kitchen, new carpets, and a new scoreboard are all 
something to look forward to as and when the action begins. 
 
If you fancy joining the club please contact me – the sun will come out at some 
stage! 

Elsenham Bowls and Social Club 
By Sue Waite 
 

Our bowlers have embraced the new season of bowling and are happy once 
again to be outside in the lovely fresh air. Although the going is a bit tough 
at the moment and causing some of us to find muscles we did not know we had, being with 
our bowling friends again more than makes up for a few aches and pains. 

Our first internal game was interesting in that we changed teams after each game and kept 
our own individual score. The bowlers with the highest scores played against each other to 
see who would be the winner. In this final we had Chris Waite, Fiona Jordan and John 
Atchison. They all played really well but Chris Waite just took the lead and won. 
Congratulations Chris. 

Our second internal game – the President versus the Captain, was well attended and 
although the President’s team fought hard and long, the Captain’s team won the match. 
Congratulations to Captain Chris Waite and your team, very well done. Commiserations to 
President Trevor Hackett and his team, better luck next time. 

We have also played the Kings Arms Cup. This is a pairs game with each pair being drawn 
out of a hat. The pairs are in two leagues and play 3 games within the league. The pair from 
each league with the highest score playoff in a final. This year the final was between Chris 
Waite and David Spearman and Trevor Hackett and Peter Watson. It was a tense final with 
Chris and David coming out the winners. Well done to you both. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Cyndy Brown back to Elsenham Bowls 
Club. Lovely to have you back Cyndy – have a good season. 

If you are thinking of joining the Bowl Club as either a bowling member or a social 
member then get in touch with Brenda Kendricks  870412. 

Take care all, come and join us sometime.  
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At Options Hair Design we work hard to provide the very best of care to our 
clients.   

From the moment you enter our salon our aim is for you to feel like the most 
confident and beautiful version of yourself.  

Our dedicated and talented team of professionals use the very best and 
innovative, organic products to achieve the look that you want for your hair.  We 
work with you to achieve this as we believe that confidence comes from a 
hairstyle that you are happy with. 

Our team of five stylists each bring with them a wealth of experience, and each 
display their own creativity whether in colouring, cutting, styling, or finishing. 

Our ethos is that the salon experience we provide ensures you leave feeling 
relaxed, pampered and confident. 

Options Hair Design 
2 Ambrose Corner, Elsenham 

01279 812665 
www.optionssalon.co.uk 
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Weekly Activities 
Tuesday evening – 6.30pm cardio tennis    Thursday evening – 7.30pm cardio tennis 
Tuesday evening– 7.30pm club night    Friday morning – 10am casual play 
Wednesday morning – 10am causal play    Sunday afternoon – 2pm casual play 
Thursday evening – 6.30pm group coaching (rusty racket) 

Elsenham Tennis Club 
By Petra Studholme 814667 
 
Village Fete – June 17 
We will be opening our courts for the public to play 
during the Fete.  Several of our members will be on hand 
to talk to about the club.  Rackets and balls will be provided but we must insist that 
appropriate, non-marking footwear is worn and that children under the age of 12 
must be supervised by an adult. 
 
Match reports – final positions for Essex Small Club League for the Winter 
seasons. Men’s: won Division II. Mixed: second in Division III 
 
Jon’s men’s doubles: 
Elsenham v Roydon: A 10-6 win against Roydon on a damp Wednesday evening. 
Jon and Steve managed to pick up 6 points and Dave and Lewis picked up 4 giving 
us a good win against a side that had a good pair playing. It was Dave's first game 
for the men’s team which was good to have another man to add to the squad. This 
left our final game against Roydon which would be the decider on who would win 
the league. 
 
Standon & Puckeridge v Elsenham: Another wet game over at Standon & 
Puckeridge on some wet astro courts made it a tricky game. Jon, Steve, Stuart and 
Lewis managed to hold an 8-8 draw to win the Mens Division 2 title . A tough game 
for both pairs but managing to dig in to get the points against a good Standon team 
and keep us at the top. 
 
Petra’s mixed doubles: 
Sadly, the next scheduled match against Pleshey was a walkover as they had to 
cancel again and our Braughing match was rained off so we halved points.  But we 
are now already busy scheduling more matches for the summer. 
 
Coaching – individual and group sessions 
We have individual and group coaching sessions, cardio run by our dedicated and 
experienced coach Steve.  Get in touch with him via email:  
stevesmith865@hotmail.com or call/text 07790 561 817.  Please note that Cardio 
is open to non-members.  Cardio is a great way to get or stay fit.  Our coaches 
choice of music is sometimes questionable but everyone is definitely having fun. 
 
Hire our courts – open to non-members 
Hire our courts to play with friends and family - £3 per adult, and 50p for under 18s.  
You can email us or message on Facebook for availabilities, but please, if possible, 
give us 24hrs notice as we need to arrange to open the courts for you. 
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Welcome to Elsenham Village fete 2023! 
Saturday 17 June 1-4pm. 

We cannot wait and it is going to be a real treat for everyone at this year’s fete. We have 
tried to ensure that we have something for everyone, and we really hope that you all have 
a marvellous time! 
 
The WI are organising our wonderful Tea Tent (in the Memorial Hall) and there will be a  
smorgasbord of utterly delicious cakes, savouries and thirst quenching drinks.   
 
There will also be the usual mouth watering barbeque, Frankie is bringing his cooling ice 
creams and donuts and this year we have also have the Greek Street Café and Sue selling 
her topped popcorn & nachos. There will obviously be the Beer Tent and we have the 
Unstable Bar offering Pimms, Prosecco and a variety of cocktails…..hic!  There are also 
lots of stalls selling their homemade edible treats around the fete too! 
 
There will be SO much to do! Lego pits to play in & Lego creations made by the young 
and old to see.   Bouncy castles to jump on, coconuts to be smashed, circus skills to be 
learnt, cute animals to be petted, a play village for the very young and much more. Young 
or old, you can come and have your face painted and look amazing!  We will once again 
have a real live Magician ready to amaze and astound you! 
 
Do start saving your pennies to bring as we will have superb homemade dog collars & 
leads, scrummy jams and chutneys, hand crafted cards, bags, candles and many more. 
There will also be vintage goods, handmade creations & gifts and glorious plants and 
flowers - the list is HUGE!! 
 
Come and see what the Historical Society have been up to, as well as Guide Dogs  
for the Blind, the Tennis Club, the Bowls Club, the Post Office and many more village 
organisations!  If you’re feeling a bit tense, go take your frustrations out at the plate  
smashing stall!!  
  
We are having a Recycling Patch for first time so you can recycle bras, unopened  
cosmetics, crisp packets and toothpaste packaging.  Can you believe that all these items that 
we chuck away, can benefit vulnerable folk if disposed of in the correct way? Find out more 
on Fete day!! 
  
There will be even more classic vehicles this year and if you have one you would like to 
bring, then please just turn up with it before midday.  Otherwise, just mosey down and chat 
to the owners. 
 
The Arena attractions will be entertaining us throughout the afternoon with a variety of 
dancing, displays and the magnificent Elsenham Community Choir will be performing, so 
make sure you don’t miss any of these. 
 
If you want to get involved, then please get in touch on  07962 586825 
elaine.terry2011@btinternet.com or  07811 386027 allanahathaway@sky.com   

mailto:elaine.terry2011@btinternet.com
mailto:allanahathaway@sky.com
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Cookery Corner 
By Sue Johnson   812704  
 
Here’s an easy and economical store cupboard one-pan brunch, 
lunch or supper dish.  The recipe can be doubled to serve four, 
although you might need two pans! 
 
 
POTATO, HAM AND PEA OMELETTE (Serves 2) 
 
 
12oz (325g) potatoes, preferably red skinned, unpeeled 
3 tablespoons olive oil 
Small onion, chopped 
4 eggs 
2½oz (70g) thick slice of ham, cubed 
4½ oz (125g) frozen peas 
 
Thickly slice the potatoes.  In a large frying pan, heat four tablespoons of the 
oil.  Fry the potatoes over a gentle heat for about 15 minutes, until beginning to 
turn golden and just tender.  Add the onion to the pan and cook for a further 5 
minutes. 
 
In a very large bowl, beat the eggs and season very well with freshly ground 
pepper and a little salt.  Tip the potatoes, onion, ham and peas into the beaten 
eggs.  Mix gently so that you don’t break up the potatoes. 
 
Preheat the grill to high.  Heat the remaining oil in the pan.  Add the egg 
mixture and cook gently for 10 minutes until half set, then grill for 10-15 
minutes until the top of the omelette is golden and just set.  Serve cut into 
wedges. 
 
CHEF’S RECOMMENDATIONS:  You could use bacon instead of the ham.  

Top with grated cheese before putting under the grill if you like.  Serve with a 

dressed salad or baked beans on the side. 

Garden Hint By Sue Johnson 

 
Add lawn clippings to compost in small amounts; try mixing with 
paper or cardboard shreddings to give a non-soggy mix. 
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HENHAM AND UGLEY SCHOOL ARE ONCE AGAIN ASKING YOU TO  
SUPPORT THE HENHAM RUN - 3K & 10K 

1-2 JULY 2023 
 

3K: £5 PER PERSON 
10K: £15 PER PERSON 

 
All ages and abilities welcome, the 3k course is ideal for pushchairs. 
All profits go to our lovely village school. We need runners, joggers, and walkers 
to make the days a success. Check out our new and updated website for all the 
details and how to enter.  
 

HTTPS://SITES.GOOGLE.COM/VIEW/HENHAM-10K 
 
If running, jogging and walking sounds like hard work, we also need marshals to 
help the runners around the course and provide a refreshing cup of water. If you 
would like to help us on the Sunday, please contact June on  
alisonjunebrennan@gmail.com to register your interest or find out more. 

E. N.C. Electrical Limited  

Industrial Agricultural Domestic 

Electrical Installations 

Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting 

Fault Finding 

Portable Appliance Testing 

Fixed Wiring Test & Inspection 

Over 25 Years Experience in the  
Electrical Industry 

 
Contact: Ian Arran 

 
Tel. 01279 647042 

Mobile 07776 252994 
 

Email: encelectri-

calltd@btinternet.com 

44 Alsa Gardens Elsenham 

Bishop’s Stortford Herts,CM22 6HB 

https://sites.google.com/view/henham-10k#h.edmq9edru10c
https://sites.google.com/view/henham-10k#h.edmq9edru10c
https://sites.google.com/view/henham-10k
mailto:alisonjunebrennan@gmail.com
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O Caledonia by  Elspeth Barker 
Reviewed by Marion Giles for Elsenham Book Group 
 

‘Vera was painting the pony's hooves gold in the dining room; 
Janet said this was bad for him; poison would seep into his 
bloodstream. 
 
At the bottom of a great stone staircase, dressed in her 
mother's black lace evening dress, twisted in murderous 
death, lies Janet. So end the sixteen years of Janet's short life. 
 
A life spent in a draughty Scottish castle, where roses will not grow, and a 
jackdaw decides to live in the doll's house.  A life peopled by prettier, smoother-
haired siblings, a nanny with a face like the North Sea and the peculiar, whisky-
swigging cousin Lila.  A life where Janet is perpetually misunderstood - and 
must turn from people, to animals, to books, to her own wild and wonderful 
imagination. . ...’ So says the blurb on the back of the book. 
 
'I once decided to become friends with someone on the sole basis 
that she named O Caledonia as her favourite book' Maggie O'Farrell  
   

O Caledonia was this month’s choice for the book group. 
 
This novel is hard to categorise. It offers an insight into life in Scotland in the 
early years after the Second World War but its main theme is to tell us about 
Janet, whom we learn at the outset will be murdered (quite unfairly) when she is 
16. The book is not a tale of Janet’s life but snapshots of her progress as she 
grows up, She is not really a sympathetic character – selfish, often heartless and 
sometimes cruel.  She is a challenging girl who seemed to spend her life at odds 
with everyone and everything she encountered. A loner, despite four siblings, 
she was a serious reader who lived through her books and vivid imagination.  
 
Janet’s family are fairly affluent, living in a large house in Edinburgh. However, 
they relocate to a remote castle, Auchnasaugh, currently occupied by a widowed 
relative; the whisky-drinking, mushroom and tomato obsessed Lila and her bald 
cat. Janet’s mother, Vera, who is vain and shallow confines Lila  to two tiny 
rooms and contrives to remove her.  
 
While there may be sufficient financial resource, there is little in the way of 
society. The local population are far from welcoming. The stately hallway of the 
castle is dominated by a stained-glass window inset with a panel of a wounded, 
dying bird. Here at the bottom of the stairs is where Janet was murdered. This is 
where the book ends. So we can only guess whether her family actually mourned 
her passing (probably not) and do not find out what happened to her murderer.  
 
There is a strong melancholy throughout the whole book and hard to find anyone 
happy. The dour picture is in contrast with descriptive writing and classical 
references as Janet savours Greek mythology, Latin and ‘keeps’ unusual words.   

Published by:  W&N   ISBN:    978-1474620512  
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Editorial Information    

Articles 
 
The last day for editors to receive articles, 
advertising and letters, which must contain 
the author’s name and address (which may 
be withheld), is the 8th of each month.  
 
Articles should ideally consist of a half page 
of A5 or a full page of A5. Articles over these 
sizes or letters containing more than 500 
words may be edited depending on space.  
 
Copy submitted after the 8th may not be 
accepted but will, if deemed appropriate, 
be held over to the next month. We are 
happy to receive hand written articles which 
ideally should reach us earlier than the 8th to 
allow for scanning etc. 
 

Dates for the Diary must include date, 
event, venue and time. 
 
Please submit all articles, adverts, letters 

and queries to the editorial team at: 
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk   

 

General Notes 
 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that 
information is correct, the editorial team 
cannot be held responsible for any 
inconvenience caused through errors or 
omissions.  
 

The views expressed within this magazine 
are not necessarily the views of the editorial 
team or Elsenham Community Association 
(ECA). 
 

The editors and the ECA can accept no 
responsibility for the goods or services 
advertised in the magazine. Advertisements 
are included in good faith. The editors 
reserve the right to allow replies 
to letters/articles to be made in the same 
edition when appropriate.  
 
 

The editors’ decision is final. 

Wanted/For Sale items: individuals may 
submit short details of items wanted or for 
sale etc at no charge. These will be 
included in the next available issue of the 
magazine subject to space and acceptance 
by the editors. 

 
Subscriptions 
Elsenham News is available by email (on a 
pdf) at no charge, or through the post at a 
cost of £13 per annum. Contact  
elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Advertising 
The costs are as follows: 
 

 Single Annual Cost 
 Insertion (11 issues) 
Half Page £20.00 £190.00 
Quarter Page £10.00 £100.00 
Inside Page £50.00 n/a 
Back Page £75.00 n/a 
 

Village organisations attract reduced 
rates, £5 for ¼ page. Half and full-page 
adverts attract full rates. 
 

To place an advertisement: 
For any queries, contact Nathalie. Please 
send your advert as Word or Publisher via  
email to elsenhamnews@hotmail.co.uk   
 

Advertising Editor:   Nathalie Kosorin 
 

 
Business Advertising  
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Elsenham Community Association”. 
 

 
 
Editorial Team:   Gary  Williams   
                             Emma Bailey 
    Marion Giles 
    Patricia Davis 
    Anne White 
                             Nyaradzo Chabata 
    Angie Wenlock 
    David Newland 
      
 
Previous issues of Elsenham News are 
available on the ECA Website 
 

mailto:editors@elsenhamnews.idps.co.uk
mailto:editors@elsenhamnews.idps.co.uk
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Village Contacts 
Airport Roadside Parking   0800 731 2385 
Beavers  1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com  
Bowls Club   Jean Platt 816151 
Brownies  elsenhambrownies@gmail.com  
Church Office (Old Frank’s, High St, Elsenham) Anna Hicks 814285 
County Councillor (Stansted)  Ray Gooding 813103 
Cricket Club  David Brown 831011 
Cub Scouts  1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com 
ECA  (Chairman)  Allan Hathaway 813385 
ECA  (Secretary)  Moyra Jackson 647351  
ECA Website  www.ElsenhamCommunityAssociation.org.uk  
Elsenham Surgery  www.elsenhamsurgery.nhs.uk 814730 
Elsenham C of E Primary School Linda Todd Headteacher 813198 
Elsenham Church PCC Secretary David Hill 812397 
Elsenham Rights of Way website                   www.e-voice.org.uk/erowos/ 
Friends of Elsenham School (FOES)  Louise Judd foespta@hotmail.com  
Guides elsenhamguides@gmail.com            Gemma Schafer 07792 572423 
Henham & District Garden Society Moyra Jackson 647351 
History Society  Mike Rea  evhs12@hotmail.co.uk 813634 
Member of Parliament  Kemi Badenoch 0207 219 5214 
Memorial Hall Bookings  Cheryl Rae 817834 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator Frances Lambert 07771 728332 
  franceslambertnhw@btinternet.com 
Parish Clerk -  Louise Johnson  louise.epc@gmail.com 07456 791727 
Elsenham Parish Council Website www.elsenham-pc.gov.uk 
Police                                                101     
Post Office   812175 
Rainbows  elsenhamrainbows@gmail.com 
Scouts  1sthenhamandelsenham@gmail.com 
St Mary’s Fabric Fund  Elizabeth Barker 813543 
Tennis Club  Petra Studholme 814667 
Tots & Toddlers  Dawn Temple 07944 841358 
Uttlesford District Councillors  Petrina Lees 816675 
(for Elsenham & Henham)  Bianca Donald          07941 880279 
Village Hall Bookings  Annie Gleeson     07809 490731   
Village Hall email address  elsenhamvillagehall@gmail.com  647729 
Womens Institute Secretary  Gill Hathaway 813385 
WI   Facebook 
Youth Football Club (Chairman)  Ricky Lambourne info@elsenhamyfc.co.uk 
 

If you would like your village organisation contact to appear regularly in the  
magazine, please contact one of the editors, see opposite for details.  

Upcoming Events  

Village Fete Saturday June 17 

Flower Show Saturday August 19 

Dress to Impress Summer Ball June 23 

MacMillan Coffee Morning September 29 
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